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Area hospitals earn high performance scores
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Nash UNC Health Care has 
earned a second A rating in a 
row from the Leapfrog Group, a 
nationally recognized nonprofit 
organization that collects and re-
ports hospital performance data.

Hospital officials announced 
last week that Nash UNC Health 
Care earned an A rating for the 
Spring 2021 reporting period af-
ter also earning an A on the Fall 
2020 report card. These scores 
are a significant improvement 
over the D rating the hospital re-
ceived in the Spring 2017 report-

ing period.
“I am proud to report that Nash 

UNC Health Care has earned an 
A for two consecutive reporting 
periods,” Nash UNC Health Care 
President Lee Isley said. “Thanks 
to the leadership of our Board of 
Commissioners, collaboration 
with our medical staff and our en-
tire Nash UNC team’s dedication 
to our patients and community, 
we were able to obtain an A score 
in the Fall of 2020. We are excit-
ed that all of those efforts and 
a renewed focus on quality and 
our community has allowed us to 
maintain an A rating for the Spring 
2021 reporting period.”

After receiving a D in the spring 
of 2017, the hospital has focused 
on a robust plan to improve their 
quality metrics, Isley said.

“We have shown steady im-
provement in our scores since 
that time. We are pleased that our 
score now reflects the high qual-
ity of care Nash UNC provides to 
its patients,” he said in a news re-
lease.

The Leapfrog Group is a na-
tional nonprofit organization that 
collects data from hospitals and 
works with national experts to es-
tablish standards to which all par-
ticipating hospitals are measured 
against.

According to The Leapfrog 
Group, survey results are used to 
educate consumers and purchas-
ers about the quality and safety of 
hospitals in their community. The 
Leapfrog Group states that hospi-
tals that voluntarily submit their 
data to the Leapfrog Hospital Sur-
vey are to be commended for their 
commitment to transparency and 
educating their patients about the 
quality and safety of the care they 
provide.

With the spring scores, Nash 
UNC saw additional improve-
ments in two specific categories: 
Communication About Medicines 
and Discharge Information.

“A special thank you to our 
nursing teams and care manage-
ment staff for helping us improve 
our scores in those two specific 
categories since our last survey. 
Their hard work and dedication 
resulted in the improvements out-
lined in our spring score,” Isley 
said.

Isley credits the work of the en-
tire hospital staff for the improved 
measures.

“I am very proud of the en-
tire Nash UNC team for work-
ing together to maintain excel-
lent patient care day to day. The 

Nash tops 
tax revenue 
projections

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Nash County Manager 
Zee Lamb presented county 
commissioners with a rosy 
economic forecast in the 
form of higher-than-expect-
ed county revenues on Mon-
day during a roughly eight-
hour Nash County Board of 
Commissioners meeting.

“We mentioned on Thurs-
day night that the county’s 
revenues were coming in 
good,” Lamb said. “That is 
proving to be true.”

After seeing the data from 
nine months of the current 
fiscal year, from July 2020 
to March 2021, the county 
is collecting significantly 
more money than expected 
for this point in the fiscal 
year, Lamb said.

One example is sales tax 
revenues. The projected 

sales tax 
revenue for 
the current 
fiscal year 
is rough-
ly $13.5 
m i l l i o n 
t h r o u g h 
March, he 
told Nash 
County commissioners.

“We are about 10 percent 
ahead of the budget projec-
tions for sales tax revenue,” 
Lamb said. “We budgeted 
nearly $16 million for this 
entire fiscal year and we 
are currently more than $1.5 
million ahead of the same 
point last year.”

At the end of the current 
fiscal year in June, Lamb 
said he expects that sales 
tax revenues will be be-
tween $1.5 million and $2 

Collections run high

Police probe recent 
reports of shots fired

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Police are trying to find 
the person or persons 
responsible for gunfire 
breaking out recently in 
broad daylight in the 2100 
block of Mobile Drive at 
the mobile home village 
in the Cross Creek area on 
the north side of the city.

Officers about 4:10 p.m. 
on April 13 responded and 
discovered multiple shots 
were fired between two 
vehicles, police Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson said.

The vehicles were gone 
before the officers arrived, 
but there were homes and 
vehicles that sustained 
property damage, Jackson 

said.
The Telegram found 

out about the incident by 
backtracking the list of 
postings of incidents on 
the local Police to Citizen 
(P2C) online link and ask-
ing Jackson for follow-up 
information.

Meanwhile, police are 
continuing to respond to 
reports of forcible break-
ings and enterings of busi-
nesses and residences.

A business that was the 
scene of a forcible break-
ing and entering was Coy’s 
Mini Storage in the 500 
block of Cooley Road on 
the southwest side of the 
city.

City studies affordable housing options
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Interim City Community 
and Business Development 
Director Peter Varney told 
the City Council he believes 
there are opportunities the 

municipal-
ity could 
look at 
regarding 
m a k i n g 
a f f o r d -
able hous-
ing more 
available 
in Rocky 
Mount.

After Varney spoke, 
there also was much dis-
cussion about how to make 
a certain municipal housing 
grant program more avail-
able to homeowners.

During the City of Rocky 
Mount’s 2021 annual retreat 
early last month in Ashe-
ville, Varney suggested 
looking at the area of the 
Beal Street Square apart-
ment complex and the area 
of the Holly Street neigh-

borhood for having addi-
tional affordable housing.

Varney showed parcels 
of land the municipality 
still has along Grace Street 
between Beal and Thomas 
streets; along Thomas from 
just west of Middle Street 
to Howell Street; on the 
east side of Howell from 
Thomas just past Beal; and 
at the northwest corner of 
Howell and Sunset Avenue.

Varney said he believes 
those parcels are available 
for redevelopment and 
could be transformed into 
single-family lots. To do so, 
he believes the municipal-
ity needs to do a land sur-
vey and reconfigure some 
of the lots in part because 
some of the land is zoned 
commercial and needs to 
be zoned residential.

“I’m getting calls from 
people, mainly in the Ra-
leigh and Durham areas, 
looking for property to de-
velop,” he said. “And so I’m 
saying to them, ‘I think I’ve 
got some I can put together 
in the next several months 

that you could be interest-
ed in.’”

In the area of Holly 
Street, Varney showed that 
there are many lots where 
municipal code enforce-
ment action is occurring.

Additionally, Varney not-
ed that every house on the 
west side of the 500 block 
of Myrtle Avenue is aban-
doned, that a couple of 
houses in the 400 block of 

Myrtle are abandoned and 
that there are abandoned 
structures in the area of 
Carolina Avenue and Gold-
leaf Street.

Varney said that what 
he wants to try to work 
on, if he could, is acquiring 
those boarded-up houses 
and looking into renovat-
ing them if possible. He 
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The City Council heard a report about a possible redevelopment project at the former O.R. Pope Elementary 
School to provide affordable housing.

Interim Community and Business Development 
Director Peter Varney is suggesting looking at empty 
lots in the area of the Beal Street Square apartment 
complex for having additional affordable housing. One 
lot is at the northwest corner of Howell Street and 
Sunset Avenue.
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