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Fundraising ‘tiny turtle’ race to benefit Boys & Girls Clubs
BY PAIGE MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

On your mark, get set, go.
The second annual Teeny 

Tiny Turtles on the Tar will 
take place at 10 a.m. Satur-
day at Rocky Mount Mills. 
The race supports the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of the Tar Riv-
er Region.

Almost all 3,000 turtles 
have been adopted. Corpo-
rate sponsors include Cum-
mins at Snapping Turtle 

level with a $5,000 donation; 
QVC at the Diamond Turtle 
level with a $2,500 contribu-
tion; and many other com-
munity sponsors that have 
adopted at the Yellow-Bel-
lied Turtle level for a $1,000 
contribution.

Lisa Meadows, grant 
management and impact 
specialist with the Boys & 
Girls Clubs, said that the ul-
timate goal for the race is fi-
nancial, but it also is a great 
opportunity to “celebrate 

the communities served by 
Boys & Girls Clubs and the 
way in which everyone has 
come together to support 
one another during the pan-
demic.”

The race will begin when 
the adopted turtles are 
dropped from the Peachtree 
Street bridge. Once in the 
water, the race is on as the 
first three turtles to cross 
the finish line win cash priz-
es of $500 for first place, 
$200 for second place and 

$100 for third place.
The Rocky Mount Fire 

Department’s Swiftwater 
Emergency Response Team 
will pull the turtles from the 
river after the race.

There is no limit to the 
number of people who can 
attend the race, but masks 
are required and social dis-
tancing protocols will be 
enforced.

Any remaining turtles can 
be adopted on race day for 
$5 each.

Mask order, 
crowd limits 
to be eased

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Gov. Roy Cooper an-
nounced a new executive 
order Wednesday that loos-
ens the mask mandate but 
does not erase it entirely.

Under the new order, 
masks still will be required 
indoors but are no longer 
mandated outdoors. Masks 
still are strongly recom-
mended outdoors by the 
state Department of Health 
and Human Services in 
crowded areas and high-
er-risk settings where social 
distancing is difficult.

The executive order will 
take effect today and is set 
to expire June 1. As more 
North Carolinians get vac-
cinated and adhere to safety 
protocols over the course 
of the next month, the state 
anticipates lifting more re-
strictions on June 1, Cooper 
said.

“While our numbers are 
mostly stable, we have 
more work to do to beat 
back this pandemic,” Coo-
per said. “Let’s work hard in 
May and get as many people 
vaccinated as we can before 
summer gets here.”

The executive order also 
will increase mass gathering 
capacity limits. The number 
of people who may gather 
indoors will increase from 
50 to 100 and the number 
of people who may gather 
outdoors will increase from 
100 to 200. Occupancy lim-
its currently in place will re-
main the same.

“Fortunately, we now 
have enough vaccine for 
everyone. They are free and 
widely available across the 
state. In many places you 
don’t need an appointment,” 
state Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Dr. Mandy 

Restrictions loosen

Suspect in break-ins 
facing more charges

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

A Rocky Mount man 
arrested and charged last 
week with a series of bur-
glaries at Mildred Mission-
ary Baptist Church has been 
linked to another series of 
thefts from area storage fa-
cilities.

Delton Nmn Tyler, 62, of 
the 2100 block of Kingsboro 
Road has been charged by 
Tarboro police with 69 felo-
ny counts as a result of that 
investigation.

Tarboro police respond-
ed to various reports of 
thefts from storage facilities 
between March 6 and April 
14, according to a news re-
lease from the department.

A po-
tential sus-
pect was 
identified 
and while 
investiga-
tors were 
w o r k i n g 
to build 
a case 
a g a i n s t 
him, the agency received 
an early morning report of a 
theft in progress.

Sgt. Brian Morgan was 
near the area and respond-
ed. Upon arriving at the 
scene he saw a man, later 
identified as Tyler, loading 
a television into a vehicle. 
Tyler was arrested and 

Woman rescued from submerged car
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

A 62-year-old Nash 
County woman was res-
cued early Tuesday from 
what seemed to be certain 
death by quick actions on 
the part of the Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office and heroic 
actions by deputies with 
the Tyrrell County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Tammy Blythe left her 
home on Swift Creek Road 
about noon Monday and 
headed toward her desti-
nation in Kill Devil Hills. 
When she did not arrive on 
time, her family became 
worried and contacted the 
Nash County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

Chief Deputy Brandon 
Medina said when his of-
fice was notified about 
10 p.m. about the overdue 
motorist, they began trying 
to track down the last loca-
tion of her cell phone. With 
the help of the Nash County 
911 Communications Cen-
ter and Verizon, the sher-
iff’s office was able to plot a 
general location for her cell 
phone.

“All we did was figure 
out where her phone was 
and notify the Tyrrell Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. We made 

a lot of calls, but the com-
munications center and 
Verizon helped us a lot. The 
Tyrrell County sheriff’s dep-
uties are the real heroes in 
this amazing story,” Medina 
said Thursday in an inter-
view.

The Nash County Sher-
iff’s Office contacted the 
Tyrrell County Sheriff’s 
Office late Monday night 
informing them of the con-
cerns about the missing 
motorist and giving them 
the location of the phone 
along U.S. 64 near the Alli-
gator River Bridge, Medina 
said.

According to informa-
tion provided by the Tyr-
rell County Sheriff’s Office, 
Deputy Andrew Hughes, 
who has served about two 
years with the sheriff’s of-
fice, and Deputy Melissa 
Spence, who has served 
about 14 years, were alert-
ed to the report of the over-
due motorist or missing 
person from Nash County 
who possibly could have 
been broken down along 
U.S. 64. The deputies began 
searching the area for Bly-
the’s vehicle.

“They had already 
searched the area once 
and were searching for a 
second time when they fi-

nally spotted a break on 
the guardrail that separates 
the highway from the ca-
nal,” Sgt. Frank Mitchell of 
the Tyrrell County Sheriff’s 
Office said Thursday in an 
interview. “That is a long, 
dark stretch of the highway. 
On one side, we have these 
canals that are 5 to 6 feet 
deep and always full of wa-
ter. They also have snakes 
and turtles and other ani-
mals as well.”

The deputies took a clos-
er look and spotted the 
back end of the missing 
vehicle protruding from the 
water alongside U.S. 64 be-

tween State Road 1229 and 
the Alligator River Bridge 
in Tyrrell County.

“With no concern for his 
own personal safety, Depu-
ty Hughes jumped into the 
water to find that the driver 
was huddled in a small air 
pocket in the back window 
of the car. The deputies 
broke the back window out 
and rescued the driver from 
certain death,” the Tyrrell 
County Sheriff’s Office said 
in a Facebook post.

With the help of volun-
teers from the Tyrrell Coun-
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Volunteers drop ‘turbo turtles’ into the Tar River to 
launch the race during the Teeny Tiny Turtles on the Tar 
fundraiser for the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Tar River 
Region on Aug 28, 2020, at Rocky Mount Mills.

TYRELL COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE PHOTOS

Deputy Andrew Hughes helps free a Nash County woman just after midnight Tuesday whose car crashed into a 
canal Monday along U.S. 64 between State Road 1229 and the Alligator River Bridge in Tyrrell County.

Tammy Blythe is helped from her submerged vehicle 
just after midnight Tuesday along U.S. 64 between 
State Road 1229 and the Alligator River Bridge in 
Tyrrell County.
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