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Man sentenced to 10 years in federal prison
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A Rocky Mount man has been 
sentenced to 10 years in federal 
prison for possession of stolen 
ammunition.

Cecil Terrance “Terry” Reams, 
48, on Wednesday appeared be-
fore U.S. District Judge James 
C. Dever III in Raleigh and re-
ceived Dever’s decision.

Additionally, Dever ordered 
Reams to pay a $100 special 

assessment and to serve three 
years under supervised release 
after the completion of the sen-
tence.

The federal Bureau of Prisons 
recommended Reams be placed 
at the Federal Correctional In-
stitution in Butner in Granville 
County and receive substance 
abuse assessment/treatment 
and vocational/educational op-
portunities.

A document written by the 
defense attorney for Reams and 

attached online as part of the 
federal court record includes 
details about the case.

According to the document, 
Reams’ plea to possession of 
stolen ammunition was based 
on his admission to having bro-
ken into and entered a garage 
owned by Edward Lewis in the 
6500 block of Tonya Road in 
the area of Elm City on Aug. 
29, 2018, and stealing a 55-inch 
television and a box containing 
ammunition.

Reams was arrested the same 
day, waived his legal right to 
remain silent and provided a 
statement to investigators, the 
document said.

Reams identified his neph-
ew, Brandon Shane Reams, as 
an accomplice to the break-in 
and Dustin Ward as the person 
who drove them to and from the 
Lewis property, the document 
said.

Terry Reams also identified a 
fourth individual, Dustin Gup-

ton, as a person who had pre-
viously entered the garage and 
stolen money from a safe on the 
premises, the document said.

According to the document, 
Ward on Oct. 16, 2018, in an 
interview said that Brandon 
Reams reached out to him for 
a ride because he was going to 
“do a lick” and get a 60-inch tele-
vision.

Brandon Reams had arranged 

Citizen’s tip 
helps police 
nab fugitive

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A man wanted in Virgin-
ia on attempted murder 
and other charges was 
placed in custody at the 
Nash County Detention 
Center after being appre-
hended in Rocky Mount, 
police said.

James Hobbs, 51, was 
arrested after the police 
department’s special oper-
ations division on Wednes-
day received a tip he was 
possibly at an address in 
the 100 block of Teal Court, 
police spokesman Cpl. 
Ricky Jackson said Thurs-
day in a news release.

Members of the special 
operations division, along 
with Nash County deputies 
and members of the U.S. 
Marshals Carolinas Re-
gional Task Force, arrest-

ed Hobbs, 
J a c k s o n 
said.

Jackson 
said Hobbs 
has war-
rants from 
Virginia on 
charges of 
attempted 
second-degree murder, use 
of a firearm in the com-
mission of a felony and 
firearm possession by a vi-
olent felon.

Hobbs also is facing 
charges in Virginia of pre-
venting communication to 
Emergency 911, reckless 
handling of a firearm, as-
saulting a family member 
and petty larceny, Jackson 
said.

The Gazette-Virginian in 
South Boston, Va., on Aug. 

Man sought in Virginia

Fundraising celebration 
to benefit Peacemakers

From Staff Reports

Peacemakers will host 
its Picnic for Peacemakers 
fundraiser at 7 p.m. Oct. 7 at 
Englewood Baptist Church.

“These are incredibly ex-
citing times for us,” Peace-
makers Executive Director 
Jesse Lewis said. “We have 
some great stories we can’t 
wait to share and some awe-
some news to announce. It 
will be an incredible evening 
as we come together to cele-
brate the great things God is 
doing through Peacemakers 
in South Rocky Mount.”

This year, Peacemakers is 
going with a more informal 
picnic theme for its annual 
banquet, and guests are en-
couraged to dress casually.

“We want our friends to 
have a relaxed evening of 

fellowship 
and really 
enjoy them-
s e l v e s , ” 
Lewis said.

For $250, 
table spon-
sors will re-
ceive eight 
seats with 
dinner catered by Some-
thing Different along with 
recognition at the event. In-
dividual seats are also avail-
able for $35 each. The dead-
line for table sponsorship is 
Sept. 29.

Lewis said Peacemakers 
extends a special thanks 
to event sponsors J.R.’s 
Maintenance Service, GFL, 
Cummins Rocky Mount En-
gine Plant, Southern Bank, 

Model train display features CSX hub
BY LAWRENCE BIVENS

Special to the Telegram

Since the 1830s, rail-
roads have been a key part 
of American commerce.

Even in an era of in-
stantaneous digital trans-
actions, they remain vital 
to moving commodities, 
consumer products and 
people. CSX’s Carolina 
Connector, set to launch in 
October, is visible evidence 
that trains are central to the 
Twin Counties’ economic 
future as well its history.

A group of model train 
hobbyists has captured the 
essence of how railroads 
link industries, commu-
nities and opportunities. 
Since 2018, the Golden 
East Railroad Modelers 
have built out an array of 
miniature trains, tracks and 
assorted conveyances in 
a more than 5,000-square-
foot space at Golden East 
Crossing mall.

The group has even put 
together a multi-modal 
facility depicting the inter-
play between rail-, port- 
and highway-based cargo 
shipping. Included are min-
iature replicas of the Caro-
lina Connector, the Helen P. 
Gay Rocky Mount Historic 
Train Station and the Rocky 

Mount rail yards.
“We tried to really tie it 

in with Rocky Mount,” said 
Don Ries, a member of the 
club’s board of directors.

Known as “The Junc-
tion,” the model train com-
plex is open to the public 
every Saturday. At other 
times, the club’s 50 or so 
members work to enhance 
existing displays and create 
new sections. Tommy Hud-
son, a semi-retired Tarboro 
resident who is president 
of the club, said the attrac-
tion welcomed more than 

10,600 visitors in its first 
year. Names in the guest 
book include people from 
New York, Connecticut, 
California and many other 
states.

“There’s been visitors 
from overseas, as well,” 
Hudson said. “Some are in 
the area visiting family, and 
they stop in.”

About one-third of what 
can be seen at The Junction 
was formerly housed in 
Wilson. When that space’s 
owner decided to retire, the 
sprawling display needed a 

new home.
About 18 months later, 

Sheena Jerman, general 
manager of Golden East 
Crossing, got a visit from 
Alan Matthews, who directs 
retail economic develop-
ment for the Rocky Mount 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce in partnership with 
the City of Rocky Mount. 
Matthews had heard the 
club was looking for space 
to house its models. Might 
the mall be willing to host it 
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Miniature replicas of CSX’s soon-to-open Carolina Connector rail hub, above, and the Helen P. Gay Rocky Mount 
Historic Train Station, below, are recent additions to ‘The Junction’ model train complex built and operated by 
the Golden East Railroad Modelers at Golden East Crossing Mall.
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