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Police seek information in weekend shooting
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Rocky Mount police are 
seeking the public’s help in 
identifying a vehicle that 
may have been involved in a 
shooting Sunday at the Shell 
Mart on West Raleigh Road.

Police received a call 
about 4:50 a.m. Sunday 
morning about a shooting 
with injury at 1350 W. Ra-

leigh Road. When officers 
arrived, they found a man 
who had suffered a gunshot 
wound to the neck.

The shooting victim was 
transported to Vidant Med-
ical Center in Greenville. At 
last report, he was listed in 
stable condition. The victim 
in the case has not been iden-
tified and no age or race has 
yet been reported by police.

However, in a statement 

released Tuesday, police 
spokesman Cpl. Ricky Jack-
son said the victim was a by-
stander and not the intend-
ed target of the shooting.

Police are asking for the 
public’s assistance in identi-
fying a burgundy Nissan that 
was seen in surveillance vid-
eo of the crime scene.

The shooting is under 
investigation by the police 
department’s Criminal In-

vestigation Division.
Anyone with information 

about the incident should call 
the Rocky Mount Police De-
partment at 252-972-1411 or 
call Twin Counties CrimeS-
toppers at 252-977-1111.

Tips also can be texted 
to the police via Text-A-
Tip at 274637 by beginning 
messages with RMPOL and 
typing up to 155 characters 
about the information.

Virus cases 
keep rising 
across area

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

More than 750 Twin 
Counties residents tested 
positive for COVID over the 
past week, roughly 44 are 
being treated for the virus 
in local hospitals and seven 
new COVID deaths were 
reported, according to in-
formation provided by state 
and local health officials.

Nash County Health Di-
rector Bill Hill reported 
Tuesday that 468 new cases 
of COVID had been report-
ed over the past week in 
Nash County, a number that 
is slightly down from the 
490 cases reported the week 
before. The cumulative 
number of COVID cases re-
ported so far in Nash Coun-
ty now stands at 13,969.

More than a third of the 
new cases were reported 
among Nash County resi-

dents under the age of 20. 
Five infants under the age 
of 1, 15 children in the 1 to 4 
age range, 30 children in the 
5 to 9 age range, 69 children 
in the 10 to 14 age range 
and 48 residents between 
the ages of 15 and 19 tested 
positive for COVID over the 
past week.

Among older residents, 
40-somethings were most 
likely to test positive this 
week with 76 cases report-
ed in that age range. An-
other 47 20-somethings, 64 
residents in their 30s and 
55 residents in their 50s re-
ported new cases of COVID 
this week. Another 59 cases 
were reported in residents 
60 years of age and older.

The Edgecombe County 
Health Department, which 
is now updating weekly 
COVID numbers under the 

Deaths also increase

Church group to host 
prostate cancer forum

From Staff Reports

When the Rev. Thomas L. 
Walker received a diagnosis 
of prostate cancer in 1996, 
the diagnosis catapulted 
him on a journey he had 
neither anticipated nor pre-
pared for.

Like so many other peo-
ple who receive a diagno-
sis of cancer, he was over-
whelmed with emotion as 
he examined his own mor-
tality. However, his faith 
did not allow him to remain 
overwhelmed by this dire 
diagnosis.

Initially, Walker re-
searched everything he 
could find on the topic of 
prostate cancer. His re-
search led him to choose a 
treatment that was right for 

him and 
also write 
the lay-
man-friend-
ly book, 
“ B r o t h e r 
to Brother: 
You Don’t 
Have to Die 
of Prostate 
Cancer,” which chronicles 
his journey from diagnosis 
to healing.

According to the federal 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, prostate 
cancer is the second-lead-
ing cause of cancer-related 
death in the United States. 
Additionally, African Amer-
icans have the world’s high-
est incidence of prostate 

Program offers in-home vaccinations
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

The community para-
medic program has been a 
part of Nash County Emer-
gency Services for roughly 
six years now, but the role 
of these specially trained 
paramedics is changing to 
meet growing needs during 
the COVID pandemic.

Community paramedics 
have been working hard, 
not only to treat patients 
in the community, but also 
to provide vaccinations to 
home-bound patients in an 
effort to stave off some of 
the worst effects of COVID.

“We saw a need for peo-
ple who aren’t able to easily 
get out and get vaccinated. 
These patients are also of-
ten the ones that are at high 
risk of infection because 
of their health conditions,” 
Community Paramedic Jai-
mie Dyky said during a re-
cent interview.

Dyky, 34, is one of three 
full-time community para-
medics who work with 
Nash County Emergency 
Services to reach out to 
people with chronic health 
needs that may lead to re-
peated emergency calls. 

Community paramedics 
are experienced paramed-
ics who receive additional 
training to serve in that 
role. Nash County began its 
community paramedic pro-
gram about six years ago, 
but Dyky has only been 
serving in the role full-time 
since April.

“I was interested in 
becoming a community 
paramedic since before 

the program began in our 
county,” Dyky said. “There 
was talk of it and Brandon 
Taylor, who now heads 
the program, developed 
the community paramedic 
program for us. When we 
first started the program, 
I didn’t have enough years 
of experience to be a com-
munity paramedic because 
you have to have about five 
years of experience as a 

paramedic before you can 
become a community para-
medic.”

Community paramedics 
go through an extra level 
of training that most para-
medics do not take. The ex-
tra training includes some 
hands-on clinical hours 
as well a deeper train-
ing about chronic health 
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Police are looking for a burgundy Nissan that was at the 
scene of a shooting Sunday on West Raleigh Road.
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Nash County Community Paramedic Jaimie Dyky administers a COVID-19 vaccination to a patient at his home. 
Below, Dyky takes information from a different patient at his home.
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