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State puts school performance grades on hold
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Nash County Public Schools 
and Edgecombe County Public 
Schools are still listed among 
the state’s nine low-performing 
school districts, but that designa-
tion is based on the state’s current 
holding pattern for school perfor-
mance grades rather than on any 
new data.

According to Senate Bill 654, 

which recently was approved by 
the General Assembly, the regular 
“school report cards” used to de-
termine accountability measures 
will not be released this year. 
Schools also will not be penalized 
for school performance data re-
ported so far during the pandemic.

Thomas Holland, the new exec-
utive director of testing, account-
ability and data analysis for Edge-
combe County Public Schools, 
summarized the provisions re-

garding low-performing school 
districts as stated in SB 654.

“The State Board of Education 
will not add additional low-per-
forming schools based on data 
from 2020-21,” according to 
Holland’s assessment. “Schools 
that were previously identified 
as low-performing shall contin-
ue with this designation for the 
2021-22 school year and shall 
continue to carry out the final 
plan approved by the LEA for the 

school units that were identified 
as low-performing following the 
2018-19 school year.”

The State Board of Education 
released some annual testing re-
sults on Thursday, though it is not 
being released to the public with 
complete results or in the same 
form as in previous years prior to 
the pandemic.

“This year’s annual release 
looks a bit different than it has 
in the past as a result of a federal 

waiver North Carolina was grant-
ed due to the pandemic’s impact 
on teaching and learning during 
the 2020-21 school year,” Nash 
County Public Schools spokes-
woman Christine Catalano said 
this week in a news release.

“One of the major changes is the 
release of participation data and 
the lack of School Performance 
Grade calculations,” she said.

Nash UNC 
to mandate 
vaccinations

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Nash UNC Health Care 
announced Friday that it 
will be mandating COVID 
vaccinations for employees 
as of Nov. 8.

The health care system 
is one of the first and larg-
est employers in the Twin 
Counties to issue such a 
mandate.

The Nash UNC Health 
Care Board of Commission-
ers voted Thursday to add 
the COVID-19 vaccination 
to the list of vaccinations 
that the hospital requires for 
staff as a condition of em-
ployment. Current required 
vaccinations include influ-

enza; the measles, mumps 
and rubella vaccine, also 
known as MMR; hepatitis B; 
and tuberculosis.

“Caring for our communi-
ty is a precious gift and sig-
nificant duty we all took on 
when we entered the field 
of health care,” Nash UNC 
Health Care President and 
CEO Lee Isley said Friday 
in a news release. “We feel 
that the COVID vaccine has 
proven to be safe and effec-
tive at reducing the spread 
and severity of COVID. We 
want our patients to feel 
safe and secure when com-
ing to the hospital as well 
as provide a safe working 

Requirement for staff

Local man charged 
with dealing heroin

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A Rocky Mount man with 
a prior record recently was 
charged by the Nash Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office with two 
counts of felony trafficking 
in heroin after a traffic stop, 
authorities and records said.

Christopher Lewis on 
Aug. 26 possessed and was 
transporting more than one-
tenth to four-tenths of an 
ounce of the opioid, Nash 
County District Court re-
cords said.

Lewis, 26, had been in 
a Honda Accord when the 
driver was halted by the 
narcotics division of the 
sheriff’s office for a vehicle 
registration violation, Chief 
Deputy Brandon Medina 
said in a news release.

A K-9 officer was de-
ployed and gave a positive 
indication for the odor of 
narcotics inside the car, Me-
dina said.

Deputies noticed a plas-

tic bag near 
Lewis’ front 
waistband 
and also 
found out 
Lewis was 
concealing 
a plastic 
bag in his 
waistband, 
which contained roughly 
250 dosage units of heroin, 
Medina said.

There also was already a 
warrant from Edgecombe 
County for the arrest of 
Lewis on a charge of misde-
meanor shoplifting, Medina 
said.

The driver of the car 
was released and Lewis 
was jailed under a $26,000 
secured bond in the Nash 
County Detention Center, 
Medina said.

Lewis posted bond after 
his first appearance the next 
day in Nash County District 
Court, Medina said.

Prep school grad returns to teach
BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

TARBORO — Mikayla 
Thompson remembers her 
days as a student at North 
East Carolina Prep School.

“I had so much respect 
for the teachers,” she re-
called during a recent early 
morning interview in her 
classroom at the school. 

“Now I get to work with 
them.”

Thompson, who grew 
up in Whitakers and at-
tended school in Greenville 
until she finished eighth 
grade, was a member of 
the school’s first graduating 
class in 2017.

Now she is a first-year 
teacher at her alma mater.

“It feels wonderful to be 

back,” she said with a wide 
smile on her face. “I was 
never in this building … but 
it is so good to be back.”

The building is the ele-
mentary school building 
where the school’s admin-
istrative offices are housed. 
She pointed out that she 
attended classes in the 
school’s still new-at-the-
time two-story high school 

building.
It is now home to 

Thompson’s classroom and 
the place where she inter-
acts with her students.

“I’m really excited about 
teaching … about being 
able to give back,” she said. 
“My mom works in Green-
ville, so I would ride with 
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N.C. Wesleyan mourns death of student

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Members of the N.C. 
Wesleyan College com-
munity are mourning the 
death of a student who 
died Thursday and has 
since been identified.

Matthew Clemmons, 
a 19-year-old psychology 
major from Supply, N.C., 
was found dead Thursday 
morning in his dorm room. 

The cause of death has not 
been released pending an 
investigation by a medical 
examiner.

Clemmons was well-
known on the campus, not 
only as a student but also 
as a member of the college 
football team.

“He was a member 
of the Battling Bishops 
football team and highly CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

A candlelight vigil is held Thursday night for student 
Matthew Clemmons at N.C. Wesleyan College.
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Mikayla Thompson uses sticky notes to ask questions about responses in notebooks maintained by her 
students at North East Carolina Prep School in Tarboro.
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