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Suspect charged in attempted murder case jailed again
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A man who was out on bond on 
a charge of attempted murder is 
behind bars again after he recent-
ly allegedly refused to halt for a 
Nash County deputy in traffic.

Yasin Jones, 21, is charged with 
felony fleeing/eluding arrest with 
a motor vehicle, misdemeanor 
possession of drug paraphernalia 
and misdemeanor resisting an of-
ficer, Nash County District Court 
records said.

Jones also is 
cited for failing to 
stop or steady for 
a red light, the re-
cords said.

Jones remains 
in custody with 
his bond set at 
$600,000, se-
cured, Nash 
County sheriff’s 

online records said.
According to the Nash County 

District Court records, Jones on 
March 30 while on Wesleyan Bou-

levard was fleeing and attempting 
to elude Deputy Cody Williams, 
who was trying to conduct a vehi-
cle stop.

Jones had been driving reck-
lessly, at least 15 mph above the 
speed limit and in excess of a post-
ed speed limit in a highway work 
zone. In the process, Jones failed 
to stop or steady for red lights at 
Wesleyan and Tiffany Boulevard 
and Wesleyan and Ring Road, the 
records said.

Jones also resisted, delayed and 
obstructed Williams and kicked 

deputies while being arrested, the 
records said.

Jones also had in his possession 
a scale used to weigh narcotics, 
the records said.

Jones already is charged with 
attempted first-degree murder in 
connection with a shooting in the 
area of Wesleyan and Sunset Ave-
nue on Nov. 20. Specifically, Jones 
is accused in Nash County District 
Court records of trying to kill Ra-
heed Jones and Myleek Williams.

Yasin Jones in that case had re-
mained jailed under a $1,035,000 

bond in the Nash County Deten-
tion Center.

Jones on Dec. 15 was released 
on a reduced bond of $300,000, 
secured, provided he refrain from 
any contact with the prosecution’s 
witnesses in that case.

That was because Jones’ attor-
ney, Lawrence Gulley, on Dec. 3 
filed papers in Nash County Dis-
trict Court stating the more than 
$1 million bond was excessive 
under the circumstances and 

Vaccination 
clinics grow 
across area

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Access to the COVID-19 
vaccine is becoming even 
more convenient as Nash 
UNC Health Care is expand-
ing its access to local vacci-
nation clinics and is setting 
up a special phone line to 
help local residents navi-
gate them.

“While only a few weeks 
ago vaccine appointments 
were scarce, now there are 
a variety of options for com-
munity members to choose 
from,” Nash UNC Health 
Care spokeswoman Haley 
Weaver said in a press re-
lease.

To help area residents 
find out which option is best 
for them, Nash UNC has es-
tablished a phone line that 
provides information for all 
the vaccination clinics they 
are working with or host-
ing in the community. Nash 
UNC also now is offering 

vaccinations to homebound 
people through this phone 
line, the press release said.

“After receiving data and 
community feedback, we 
found that location and a 
trusted source are the driv-
ing factors for individuals 
to get vaccinated,” said 
Lee Isley, president and 
CEO of Nash UNC Health 
Care. “With this feedback, 
we worked to partner with 
local churches and other 
community partners to offer 
vaccination clinics at their 
sites. We’ve worked with 
their staff and volunteers to 
conduct outreach to their 
networks, provide vaccine 
education and get them 
scheduled for vaccination.”

Cases of COVID still are 
quite active in the Twin 
Counties, despite the in-
crease in vaccinations, Is-
ley said. As of Monday, 27 
patients were hospitalized 

New phone line offered

Man faces DWI charge 
after wrong-way wreck

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A man who was driving 
a car remains hospital-
ized after a collision with 
a tractor-trailer on U.S. 264 
in southern Nash County, 
but he had been going the 
wrong way and is charged 
with driving while impaired, 
authorities said.

Thomas Acuna, 27, of 
Wilson, drove a 2011 Dodge 
Charger east in the west-
bound direction of the 
controlled access U.S. 264 
and the car hit, head-on, a 
westbound 2019 Freightlin-
er being driven by Jerome 
Moore, State Highway Pa-
trol Sgt. Justin Roy told the 
Telegram in an email on Fri-
day evening.

Trooper A.J. Ramirez re-

sponded at 12:01 a.m. on 
Friday and both Acuna and 
Moore were transported to 
WakeMed, Roy said.

The wreck happened 
roughly a couple of miles 
west of the U.S. 264 in-
terchange with N.C. 581, 
which is in the vicinity of 
Bailey.

In addition to being 
charged with DWI, Acuna 
is charged with driving the 
wrong way on a dual lane 
highway and with careless 
and reckless driving, Roy 
said.

Moore, 42, of Goldsboro, 
was not charged with any 
offense and was released 
from WakeMed, Roy said.

There were no passen-
gers in either of the two 
vehicles at the time of the 
wreck, Roy said.

Two people dead in murder-suicide
BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

Two people are dead 
following an apparent mur-
der-suicide Friday morn-
ing at 48 Lucky Lane in the 
Lakeside Community off 
U.S. 64 Alternate.

Edgecombe County 
deputies responded to re-

ports of a shooting at the 
Lucky Lane address about 
10:45 a.m. that morning and 
found two people suffering 
from gunshot wounds at the 
scene.

Deputies identified 
30-year-old Mahogany 
Champagne Battle as de-
ceased at the scene and 
found Marcus Christopher 

Bridgers, 33, identified as 
the suspect in Battle’s kill-
ing, with a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound.

Battle died from his 
wound later Friday night at 
a local hospital.

Deputies said no other 
people were involved in 
what they described as an 
isolated incident.
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Ex-council candidate considers new bid
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A man who lost a close 
2017 election contest to 
Ward 7 City Councilwoman 
Chris Miller presently is not 
running again.

“I have thought about it, 
but I haven’t come to a firm 
conclusion,” Lennie Breed-
love said when reached 
Tuesday by the Telegram. 
“As of right now, the an-
swer is no.”

Breedlove, 61, is a real 
estate appraiser.

B r e e d -
love said 
he is con-
s i d e r i n g 
e n t e r i n g 
the con-
test for the 
Ward 7 po-
sition and 
noted he 
has several 

months to decide.
At the same time, he said, 

“I just don’t know that I have 
the energy or the desire that 
I had before. I mean, we’ve 
got too many problems 

down there (at City Hall) 
and I don’t know that I want 
to get in the hornet’s nest.”

He did make clear people 
have been calling asking him 
to consider running again.

When asked whether 
people have said why they 
would like him to run again, 
he said, “They want some-
body that’ll speak their mind 
— and just not give in.”

Asked about whether he 
has a candidate he would 
endorse if he decided not 
to run again, he said there 
is somebody else out there, 

but he declined to provide 
the name at this time.

He said if that person de-
cides to run, then he would 
probably support that per-
son.

Miller has been in office 
since 2002 and is not seek-
ing re-election.

Miller on Feb. 5 told the 
Telegram of her decision via 
a copy of a letter she sent to 
residents in Ward 7, which 
covers much of the north-
western part of the city.
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Officer Ronald Roy of Rocky Mount Animal Control stands with a male pony who was taken to the municipal 
animal services unit after having been on the loose. The pony’s owner on Tuesday afternoon came and got him.
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