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Man jailed after accidentally shooting himself
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A local man is behind bars after 
having been charged with posses-
sion of a firearm by a felon after 
he accidentally shot himself late 
last week, police and judicial sys-
tem records said.

The man, Malcolm Smith, 22, 
already is indicted in Nash County 
Superior Court for fleeing/eluding 
arrest by police, careless and reck-
less driving and driving without an 
operator’s license, all last autumn, 
the records said.

Smith was 
charged with the 
f i r e a r m - r e l a t -
ed offense after 
officers about 
10 p.m. on Fri-
day responded to 
the 1100 block of 
Gay Street in the 
Duke Circle area 

in reference to a shooting with in-
jury, police spokesman Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson told the Telegram via 
email on Tuesday.

Officers saw Smith had sus-
tained a graze wound to one of 

his thighs. The investigation deter-
mined Smith had accidentally shot 
himself in one of his legs, Jackson 
said.

Smith had a .357 revolver in his 
possession, Nash County District 
Court records said.

Smith on Tuesday was being 
held without bond in the Nash 
County Detention Center for hav-
ing violated parole and also was 
being held on a $2,000 bond in 
the detention center for the fire-
arm-related violation, the county 
sheriff’s online records said.

According to Nash County Su-

perior Court records, a grand jury 
on Aug. 1 indicted Smith because 
on Nov. 24, 2021, he was driving 
more than 15 mph over the legal 
speed limit on U.S. 301 and Har-
bour West Drive and was trying 
to avoid being apprehended by a 
police officer.

State Public Safety records 
also said Smith was convicted on 
Dec. 16, 2021, in Nash County for 
speeding to elude arrest.

The records also said Smith 
was convicted in 2017 in Nash 
County for larceny of a motor ve-
hicle and hit-and-run and in 2017 

in Edgecombe County for larceny.
Smith had listed an address in 

the 1100 block of Gay Street, Nash 
County District Court records 
said.

Smith on Monday appeared be-
fore the court on the firearm-relat-
ed violation. The court appointed 
attorney Richard Batts to repre-
sent him and ordered him to re-
turn to court on Oct. 6, the records 
said.

Word of the shooting late last 
week began circulating via the 

Interviews 
for manager 
set to begin

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The plan is for the City 
Council to interview via 
teleconferencing a candi-
date for the city manager 
position in a closed session 
immediately after the coun-
cil’s regular meeting on 
Monday.

That is what interim City 
Manager Peter Varney told 
the Telegram on Wednes-
day in e-mail correspon-
dence.

“We will work to get a 
date and time set for anoth-
er meeting of the council 
for two more interviews 
possibly later in the week 
next week,” Varney said.

There are five candidates 
on the council’s list.

Varney said the plan is 
to, like the first candidate 
on Monday, interview the 
other four candidates via 
teleconferencing.

“It is my 
hope that 
the coun-
cil could 
complete 
all of the 
interviews 
by the end 
of the first 
week in 
October,” 
Varney said. “When these 
interviews are completed, 
the council could then de-
cide whom to interview in 
person.”

The council is searching 
for a city manager because 
Rochelle Small-Toney, who 
had served in the position 
since 2017, on Jan. 20 an-
nounced her retirement. 
Varney, a former longtime 
assistant city manager, be-
came the temporary city 
manager.

The City Council, on 

City’s search moves ahead

Nash seeks state grant 
for local business park

BY DAVE CRUZ

Staff Writer

The Nash County Board 
of Commissioners voted 
Monday to authorize a grant 
application for a $400,000 
state economic develop-
ment grant to complete the 
roadway in the Middlesex 
Corporate Centre.

Patsy McGhee, assistant 
to the county manager, told 
the board that completing 
the roadway and sewer 
lines at the industrial park 
will cost an estimated $2.7 
million. She noted the coun-
ty has received a grant and 
applied for others to help 
fund the expansion project.

Golden LEAF has com-

mitted $500,000 for sew-
er improvements and the 
county has applied for 
$1.7 million for sewer and 
road improvements from 
the state Department of 
Commerce Industrial De-
velopment Fund, McGhee 
said. After the grant funds 
are applied to the project, 
the balance needed for the 
project’s completion would 
likely be funded with coun-
ty money.

The board also approved 
measures that will double 
the number of Nash County 
deputies dedicated to high-
way safety. Beginning Oct. 
1, there will be four deputies 

Pro fighter mentors jiu-jitsu students
BY J. ERIC ECKARD

Special to the Telegram

John Salter calls jiu-jitsu 
a life-changing activity.

And considering that 
more than 30 people 
showed up to his seminar 
this past weekend at the 
Black Sheep Jiu-Jitsu gym, 
he might be right.

“I think it really does 
change peoples’ lives,” said 
Salter, the No. 3 ranked 
middleweight in the Bella-
tor MMA organization. “For 
a lot of people, once you 
get out of school, it’s hard 
to find camaraderie.

“Kickboxing is cool, but 
you’re not going to kickbox 
into your 60s. I have guys 
in my gym who are in their 
60s, and they still practice 
jiu-jitsu.”

Black Sheep owner Mark 
Bryant also has a wide 
cross section of people at 
his gym, including 60-year-
old Cathy Dew, who partic-
ipated in the jiu-jitsu part of 
Salter’s seminar.

“I started doing it about 
20 years ago — for self-de-
fense,” Dew said. “But it’s 
also for exercise and fit-
ness.”

Bryant said he was hap-
py with the turnout, and 

he was pleased with Salt-
er’s attention to detail and 
down-to-earth attitude.

“The instruction was 
something every jiu-jitsu 
practitioner or MMA fighter 
could implement immedi-
ately,” he said.

Salter, a former middle-
weight MMA champion 
and 18-6 as a profession-
al, focused on a series of 
chokeholds from a front 
headlock at the seminar. 

The move deals with using 
one’s gi, or jiu-jitsu uni-
form, as a weapon against 
one’s opponent.

“I enjoyed it,” Dew said. 
“The teaching seemed to 
work. You could feel the 
choke.”

Salter said he was glad to 
see more experienced prac-
titioners at the seminar be-
cause he could focus more 
on the moves rather than 
the fundamentals.

“It’s nice to see all the 
brown belts and black 
belts,” he said. “They un-
derstand what I’m talking 
about. They understand the 
technique.”

In the world of jiu-jitsu 
though, some instructors 
teach “seminar moves,” 
Salter said.

“That’s a move that 
looks good, but it doesn’t 
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PHOTOS BY J. ERIC ECKARD/SPECIAL TO THE TELEGRAM

Bellator MMA middleweight fighter John Salter, right, instructs Tavion Askew, center, during a seminar Saturday 
at Black Sheep Jiu-Jitsu. Below, Salter talks with Sherida Lee and Cathy Dew as they prepare to grapple during 
the seminar.


