
www.rockymounttelegram.com      Volume 109, No. XXX   —  $1.50 

Index
Carolina  .............A4
Classifieds  ....B9-10

Comics  ...........B7-8
Crossword ..........B6

Markets ..............A3
Obituaries  ..........A4

Opinion ..............B3
Real Estate ......C1-4

Sports  ............B1-2
Weather  .............A2

Pandemic deals fiscal blow to homeless shelter
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Anyone wanting to know 
the economic impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic on a 
nonprofit in Rocky Mount 
can find out from United 
Community Ministries Board 
Chairwoman Cindy Worthy.

The organization oper-
ates a community shelter 
for homeless men and wom-
en in the 300 block of Mc-

Donald Street downtown. 
Worthy told the Telegram 
how critical the situation 
has become.

Worthy estimates United 
Community Ministries pres-
ently faces about $124,000 
in COVID-19-related costs, 
including for deep cleaning 
inside; food, staffing and 
security; and even secur-
ing another possible site if 
more COVID-19 cases are 
confirmed.

“And you’re talking about 
five months from now to the 
end of the year,” Worthy said.

As of Thursday after-
noon, the organization was 
sheltering 11 people who 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19. Seven are men 
and four are women.

Worthy said the seven men 
are staying in another, isolat-
ed location at which the orga-
nization is paying rent.

Worthy said the four 

women are staying in an 
isolated area of the shelter 
along McDonald.

Worthy said 10 men are 
staying in a men’s dormitory 
part of the shelter. Addition-
ally, Worthy said the organi-
zation on Wednesday closed 
down the soup kitchen 
within the shelter for now.

Worthy told of staffers, 
including the organization’s 

Authorities 
seek leads 
in homicide

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A 32-year-old man was 
discovered dead in the early 
morning hours of Thursday 
in his residence off North 
Old Carriage Road in the 
rural northern part of Nash 
County, and the sheriff’s of-
fice is treating the case as a 
homicide.

Deputies at 2:09 a.m. 
went to the 3100 block of 
Old North Carriage, which 
is north of the junction with 
Hunter Hill Road, in re-
sponse to a medical call in-
volving a male family mem-
ber found unresponsive, 
Maj. Eddie Moore said.

The man died of a gun-
shot wound caused by an 
unknown suspect or sus-
pects, Moore said.

According to Moore, a 
family member who also 
lives in the residence had 
returned from an outing and 
found the man inside.

The man had last been 
seen at the residence about 
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Moore said.

The sheriff’s office is not 
releasing the man’s name 
at this time but does not 
believe this was a random 
crime and does not believe 
there is an immediate threat 
to the public.

The incident scene is 
roughly halfway between 
the U.S. 64 interchange with 
North Old Carriage and the 
Red Oak area.

Anyone with any infor-
mation about the case is 
asked to phone the sheriff’s 
office at 252-459-4121.

Man killed in shooting

Area man joins state 
transportation board

From Staff Reports

A Rocky Mount insur-
ance agent and hospital 
board member was sworn 
in Wednesday as a new 
member of the state Board 
of Transportation.

Melvin M. Mitchell joined 
the board’s virtual meeting 
Thursday. He represents 
Division 4, which comprises 
Edgecombe, Halifax, John-
ston, Nash, Wayne and Wil-
son counties. He succeeds 
Rocky Mount resident Gus 
Tulloss, who recently decid-
ed not to return to the board 
after serving on it for the 
past 12 years.

“It’s an honor and privilege 
to be able to serve the citizens 
of North Carolina and my re-
gion of the state by being ap-

pointed to 
this import-
ant board,” 
M i t c h e l l 
said. “The 
North Car-
olina De-
partment of 
Transpor-
tation has 
a vital mission and a profes-
sional work force that I look 
forward to working with.”

Mitchell is the president 
of Melvin M. Mitchell Agen-
cy Inc., which is affiliated 
with Allstate Insurance Co. 
He also serves on the Board 
of Commissioners for Nash 
UNC Health Care. He has 
a business education de-
gree from Fayetteville State 

Nashville to build second fire station
BY PAIGE MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

The Town of Nashville 
is proceeding with plans to 
build a second fire station 
on the east side of town.

“Due to the growth of 
Nashville and the increase 
of traffic in town, it was 
necessary to have a fire sta-
tion that would support the 
Gulley District,” Fire Chief 
Chris Joyner said.

The Gulley District is 
located on the east side 
of Nashville, while the 
fire department is on the 
southwest side of down-
town. The fire department 
is unable to reach many 
locations in the Gulley Dis-
trict within a five-minute 
response time.

The approval of the fire 
station is a victory for prop-
erty owners in Gulley, who 
suffer from higher insur-
ance rates due to the fire 
department’s being unable 
to respond within five min-
utes.

Town Manager Randy 
Lansing submitted doc-
uments during a council 
meeting in August 2019 
that outlined an estimated 
nearly $1 million fire sta-
tion. Lansing stated that 
response times greater 

than five minutes increase 
the fire department’s in-
surance services, which in 
turn means higher rates for 
property owners in the Gul-
ley District.

Property owner David 
Rose is donating two acres 
of 125 acres of land on the 
south side of the railroad 
tracks by the Nashville 
Walmart Supercenter for 
the station.

Lansing also said the 
town’s lone fire station is 
neither deep enough nor 
tall enough to shelter a lad-
der truck the town recently 
acquired from the Cary Fire 
Department. Lansing also 
said that the other Nash-
ville fire truck is located in 
a carport behind the Barnes 
Street station, where wild-
life chewed on the vehi-
cle’s electrical wiring to the 
point an engine compart-
ment fire broke out.

The new station will be 
about 7,200 square feet 
and will cost $660,000. The 
driveway, parking lot and 
landscaping will cost an 
additional $120,000 and the 
architectural fees will cost 
$120,000. There also will be 
$60,000 set aside as a con-
tingency.

Joyner said that given an 
anticipated increase in calls 

from the east side of the 
Gulley District and the con-
tinued growth projected, he 
and his team will need to 
research the need for hiring 

more career members. As 
of now, the new station will 
be staffed by two career 
employees and volunteers 
on shift.
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Nashville Firefighter Zack Tant uses a computer-powered tablet to go through a checklist to make sure the town 
fire department’s ladder truck is ready for a response to a fire. The plan is to station the truck at Nashville’s 
future second fire station. Below, Nashville firefighters demonstrate how far up they can reach to fight a fire 
with the ladder truck.
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United Community Ministries has a shelter downtown to 
house homeless men and women, but the organization 
is facing hard times amid the coronavirus pandemic.See SHELTER, A4


