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Suspect charged with impersonating officer
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A man was arrested at his res-
idence in the Englewood area on 
a warrant for impersonating a law 
enforcement officer in the city 
and he also had marijuana in plain 
view inside the house, the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office said.

The man, Adrian Crump, 58, has 
a history in Virginia and Minneso-
ta of bogus claims of being part 
of law enforcement, Nash Coun-

ty Chief Deputy 
Brandon Medina 
said in a news re-
lease.

In Minnesota, 
Crump also en-
gaged in bilking 
the U.S. military 
out of money for 
his own benefit, 

Medina said.
On Friday, Nash County dep-

uties, with the warrant to take 
Crump into custody, went to 

his residence in the 100 block of 
Charlotte Avenue, knocked on the 
already-open door and saw the 
marijuana, Medina said.

After Crump asked the depu-
ties to step inside the house, the 
deputies, upon closer examina-
tion, confirmed the presence of 
the marijuana, took Crump into 
custody and seized roughly two 
ounces of the drug and a variety of 
paraphernalia items, Medina said.

Crump is charged with imper-
sonating an officer, possession 

with the intent to sell or deliver 
marijuana, maintaining a place for 
the purpose of keeping or selling a 
controlled substance and posses-
sion of marijuana paraphernalia, 
Medina said.

Medina said the charge of im-
personating a law enforcement 
officer locally resulted from an in-
teraction with Crump on Aug. 11 
in the 1000 block of Independence 
Drive in the northwestern part of 
the city.

Crump was wearing a T-shirt 

with a “federal agent” logo on the 
back and the likeness of a law en-
forcement badge on the front left 
breast pocket area, Medina said.

Crump also displayed a gold 
Central Intelligence Agency badge 
attached to the front neck area of 
the T-shirt and verbally indicated 
himself to be a law enforcement 
officer, Medina said.

Crump went as far as to present 
various documents in an attempt 

Local man 
sentenced 
for robbery

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A Rocky Mount man 
has been sentenced to 14 
years in federal prison for 
his role nearly a year and 
10 months ago in a robbery 
of a business in Raleigh at 
which the manager of the 
business was duct-taped to 
a chair and repeatedly pis-
tol-whipped.

Dexter Jamal Williams, 
23, on Thursday received 
the decision from Chief U.S. 
District Judge Richard E. 
Myers II in Wilmington.

Myers ordered Williams 
to serve seven years for hav-
ing committed interference 
with commerce by robbery 
and to serve seven years for 
having brandished a firearm 
in furtherance of a crime of 

v io lence , 
U.S. Dis-
trict Court 
records on-
line said.

The re-
cords also 
said that 
W i l l i a m s 
a s s i s t e d 
during the crime, the re-
cords said.

Myers ordered Williams 
to immediately pay $200 in 
special assessments as pen-
alties and ordered Williams, 
along with two others in 
the criminal case, to make 
$2,550 in restitution to Mejd 
Aroury, the records online 
said.

Myers ordered Williams, 
after he completes his 

Two others involved

Motorcyclist killed 
in vehicle collision

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A 65-year-old motorcy-
clist was killed in a wreck 
late last week on a busy 
thoroughfare in the Little 
Raleigh area.

Donald Ray Farmer was 
identified in a police inci-
dent report as the victim 
of a collision involving a 
motorcycle and a vehicle 
Thursday evening in the 400 
block of West Raleigh Bou-
levard.

The police incident re-
port listed the motorcycle 
as a 2011 Suzuki and includ-
ed a vehicle listed as a 2017 
Nissan Rogue.

H.D. Pope Funeral Home 
in Rocky Mount is in charge 
of the funeral arrangements 

for Farmer.
A notice online by the 

funeral home said the visi-
tation is set for 5-7 p.m. on 
Friday at the funeral home, 
which is at 325 Nash St. The 
funeral service is set for 
11 a.m. the next day in the 
Rocky Mount Chapel of the 
funeral home.

The incident report about 
the wreck is posted on the 
public local Police to Citizen 
online link, but the incident 
report does not provide a 
narrative of what happened.

That narrative would be 
put on a state Division of 
Motor Vehicles-349 crash 
form by the police officer 
who investigated the wreck.

An attempt by the Tele-

Pumpkin festival to return to area
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Local residents can 
spend this weekend cele-
brating fall and helping out 
a good cause by attending 
the Spring Hope National 
Pumpkin Festival and do-
nating to the Special Olym-
pics at the event.

This is the 49th year of 
the annual pumpkin festi-
val, which was canceled 
last year due to the pan-
demic. This year’s event 
promises to be a festival of 
fun with live music, food 
and activities for all ages.

The festival begins at 
9 a.m. Friday with a Pump-
kin Recipe Contest at the 
Town Hall. Food vendors 
will open for business at 
noon Friday and the bouncy 
houses will open at 5 p.m.

Russ James will kick off 
the live music at 6 p.m. Fri-
day while the crowning of 
Miss Pumpkin Queen and 
Little Miss Pumpkin Queen 
will take place at 6:40 p.m. 
The evening will end with 
the Sleeping Booty Band in 
concert on the main stage 
from 7-10 p.m.

Pumpkins will again take 
center stage on Saturday as 

a giant pumpkin and water-
melon weigh-off is set to take 
place from 8 a.m. to noon.

The N.C. Cooperative 
Extension and Nash Coun-
ty 4-H will be at the festival 
this year with their own gi-
ant pumpkin.

“We have been nurturing 
this baby since mid-May 
and we are estimating it to 
weigh nearly 800 pounds. 
We can’t wait to put it on the 
scale and have it officially be 
weighed,” the Nash County 
Extension Office said in a 
recent statement.

More music will be 
presented Saturday with 

performances by Jerome 
Creekmore and the Heads 
Up Penny Band scheduled 
during the day.

The Pumpkin Festival 
Parade is slated to begin 
at 1 p.m. The parade will 
be led by Grand Marshal 
Demo Tant. Tant, who re-
cently turned 100, is the 
brother of Elmo Tant, who 
helped found the Spring 
Hope National Pumpkin 
Festival 50 years ago.

The Nash County Sher-
iff’s Office also will be offer-
ing a couple of fundraising 
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Police raid snares suspected drug dealer
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A man convicted slightly 
more than 6½ months ago 
on a drug-related charge 
is now facing half a dozen 
drug-related charges after 
police found drugs and a 
firearm at a residence in the 
300 block of North Howell 
Street in the Happy Hill 
area of the city.

Darius Tiant Henderson, 
43, was arrested and offi-
cers confiscated more than 
eight-tenths of an ounce of 

marijuana, 
more than 
1½ ounces 
of cocaine, 
more than 
1¼ ounces 
of crack 
c o c a i n e , 
drug para-
phernalia 

and the firearm, police Cpl. 
Ricky Jackson said in a 
news release.

The arrest was made af-
ter the police department’s 
Special Operations Division 
executed a search warrant 

on Thursday, Jackson said.
Jackson said Henderson 

is charged with:
 ■ Possession with the 

intent to sell and deliver 
cocaine.

 ■ Manufacturing co-
caine.

 ■ Trafficking in cocaine.
 ■ Possession with the 

intent to sell and deliver 
marijuana.

 ■ Maintaining a dwell-
ing or vehicle for the pur-
pose of keeping or selling a 
controlled substance.

 ■ Possession of drug 

paraphernalia.
The police department’s 

Special Operations Divi-
sion investigates all com-
plaints from residents 
about illegal drug activity 
in the city.

Police Chief Robert 
Hassell, in prepared re-
marks in the news release, 
made clear that removing 
illegal narcotics from the 
streets of Rocky Mount is 
a priority for the depart-
ment.
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People attend the Spring Hope National Pumpkin Festival on Oct. 6, 2018, in Spring Hope.
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