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New officers assume helm of Salvation Army
BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

Life has been a whirlwind 
for new Salvation Army of-
ficers Wayne and Claudia 
Meads since they arrived 
from Lexington, N.C., to be-
gin their new assignment on 
June 27.

By rank, Wayne is a lieu-
tenant and Claudia a cap-
tain, but it’s clear that in the 
whole scope of things, they 
are both foot soldiers who 

work diligently to carry out 
the duties of the Army’s 
ministry.

“Many people don’t real-
ize that we (the Salvation 
Army) are a church,” Wayne 
Meads said. “They know us 
for ringing bells and Angel 
Trees and helping people 
out who are in need — but 
first and foremost, we are 
a church doing the work of 
God.”

The Salvation Army is an 
evangelical part of the uni-

versal Christian Church.
This is the second assign-

ment for the Meads, who 
have been married for four 
years. They have a 2-year-
old son, Micah, and are ex-
pecting a daughter, Lilah, in 
October.

In their new assignment, 
they are helping usher in 
change in the Salvation 
Army in eastern North Car-
olina.

“We’re now known as 
the N.E.W. Salvation Army,” 

Wayne Meads told the Gold-
en K Kiwanis of Tarboro 
earlier this month. “The 
Salvation Army in Wilson 
closed, so we took on the 
acronym ‘new’ for Nash, 
Edgecombe and Wilson. It’s 
an accurate description of 
the area we serve.”

Claudia Meads, who is 
a native of Brazil, said the 
community has been very 
welcoming and supportive.

School year 
set to begin 
across area

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

School will begin on 
Monday for most students 
in the Twin Counties, but 
this school year will begin 
unlike any other with most 
area students and teachers 
wearing masks as they at-
tend classes in person.

The Edgecombe County 
Board of Education voted 
on Monday to make uni-
versal masks a requirement 
for all students, staff and 
visitors regardless of vacci-
nation status. Masks will be 
required not only on school 
campuses, but also in all 
group transportation activi-
ties including school buses.

“The updated guidance 
reflects the rapid increase 
in infections, transmissions 
and hospitalizations stem-
ming from the spread of 
the delta variant, including 
among vaccinated individu-
als, and comes as a vast ma-
jority of schools across the 

county prepare to welcome 
back students for in-person 
learning, full-time, five days 
a week,” Edgecombe Coun-
ty Superintendent Valerie 
Bridges said Monday in her 
presentation to the board.

Though mask mandates 
have been recommended 
by state officials, they have 
not been required. Some 
school districts in the state 
made early decisions to not 
require masks, though some 
have stepped back from 
that position in recent days 
amid the recent surge in 
COVID cases.

The decision by the Edge-
combe County school board 
came on the heels of a state-
ment last week by state of-
ficials urging school boards 
that had failed to adopt 
mask mandates to change 
their minds.

In a letter sent to school 
boards across the state on 
Aug. 13, Gov. Roy Cooper 

Mask rules in place

Nash senior centers 
slated to open again

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

The Nash County Senior 
Center and the Southern 
Nash Senior Center will re-
open Monday after having 
been closed for a week due 
to COVID exposures.

The two senior centers 
received notification last 
week of potential COVID 
exposures during the first 
two weeks in August. As a 
result, both centers have 
been closed for all activities 
since Aug. 16.

“We were notified of po-
tential COVID exposures 

during the weeks of Aug. 2 
and Aug. 9,” county officials 
posted on the NASH and 
Southern Nash Senior Cen-
ter Facebook Page on Aug. 
11. “All of those individuals 
who were directly exposed 
have been contacted. Out 
of consideration we are en-
couraging anyone that feels 
the need to be tested to do 
so.”

The two senior centers 
originally reopened on July 
7 after being closed for 
481 days due to COVID. 
The most recent exposure 

Pastor calls attention to vacant houses
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A pastor recently told the 
City Council of his having 
counted nearly two dozen 
vacant residences along 
Branch Street in Southeast 
Rocky Mount.

During the public input 
part of the council’s Aug. 
9 regular meeting, the Rev. 
Dennis Gunter told the 
council that, “I’ve been rid-
ing down Branch Street a 
long time, but today I rode 
down four blocks — and 
there were 23 empty hous-
es.”

Gunter for 24 years has 
served as pastor of the 
Greater Mount Hermon 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
which also is along Branch.

Gunter noted a part of 
Holly Street having been 
revitalized.

“It looks very nice over 
there, but over there on 
Branch Street, where I’ve 
been pastoring for 24 years, 
just those four blocks, 23 
houses — empty,” Gunter 
said, also noting trash is ev-
erywhere.

Gunter also noted that 
while on his way to the 
council meeting, he be-

lieved he was driving on 
Pender Street when he saw 
five empty houses along-
side each other. Gunter 
also noted that across from 
Truth Tabernacle Minis-
tries, which is along Arling-
ton Street, he saw five more 
empty houses.

“And that’s just six 
blocks in one community,” 
he said. “So my concern 
is: Something needs to be 
done, whether it’s tearing 
’em down or remodeling 
them.

“And I hope that some-
thing could be done be-
cause there’s a lot of dilap-

idated houses in the Black 
community,” he said. “And 
we definitely need to get 
something done about it.”

City Manager Rochelle 
Small-Toney reiterated that 
municipal staff and the 
council already are work-
ing together on an initiative 
to correct the conditions 
Gunter spoke about.

Small-Toney and her 
team on April 8 at the mu-
nicipality’s 2021 annual 
retreat in Asheville an-
nounced a proposed stra-
tegic plan for affordable 
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Lt. Wayne Meads and his wife, Capt. Claudia Meads, 
are the new officers for the Salvation Army in Nash, 
Edgecombe and Wilson counties.See OFFICERS, A6
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One of many examples of blight along Branch Street is shown in this photograph taken on Aug. 13.

See HOUSES, A6

See SCHOOLS, A6

Woman again raises concerns about blight
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A resident who ad-
dressed the City Coun-
cil late last month about 
not just the South Rocky 
Mount area where she has 
long lived but about other 
places in the city was back 
before the council earlier 
this month to provide her 
comments.

Brenda Cooper on Aug. 9 
told the council of what she 
sees as instances of land-

lords leaving blight behind 
in her neighborhood.

“These landlords must 
be held accountable,” she 
said. “These property own-
ers must be held account-
able. I’m accountable for 
mine. Everybody has to do 
the same.”

During the public input 
part of the Aug. 9 council 
regular meeting, Cooper 
also commented about the 
part of the South Church 

See CENTERS, A6
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One of many examples of blight along South Church 
Street can be seen in this photograph taken on Aug. 
13.See BLIGHT, A2


