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Events to celebrate centennial of Negro League
BY PATRICK MASON

Sports Writer

The Buck Leonard Association 
for Sports and Human Enrich-
ment had ambitious plans in 2020 
to celebrate the centennial of the 
founding of the Negro National 
League. It was the first such pro-
fessional baseball league.

The plans were derailed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic as last year’s 
celebration was postponed. The 
disruption of the celebration only 

encouraged Buck Leonard Asso-
ciation Director Rose Hunter to 
make this year’s event “really big.”

And after a one-year absence, 
the Buck Leonard Association’s an-
nual gala begins on Friday in what 
will be a two-week celebration of 
the Negro Leagues, the arts asso-
ciated with it and the community.

“This year is a mix of what 
should have happened in 2020 
with the Negro League centennial 
that we couldn’t have because of 
COVID,” Hunter said. “And since 

we never know what could hap-
pen next, we figured we better go 
on and get this done and make this 
really big.”

The lineup consists of various 
events from Oct. 15-23, beginning 
with an opening-night reception 
on Friday at the Rocky Mount 
Mills. The reception will feature 
the grand opening of the Black Di-
amond exhibit, which is a collec-
tion of works by artist Darryl Mat-
thews that honors Negro Leagues 
baseball players.

Matthews is the son of former 
Newark Eagles first baseman 
Francis Oliver Matthews.

The events will continue at 
11 a.m. on Saturday at the Imperi-
al Centre.

There, children are encouraged 
to participate in learning about 
the history of the Negro Leagues 
and the famous players such as 
Buck Leonard, Jackie Robinson, 
Josh Gibson, “Cool Papa” Bell and 
John-Henry “Pop” Lloyd during a 
led presentation by historian Der-

rick C. Jones.
Children also will be given a 

chance to wear reproductions of 
jerseys and there also will be a 
permanent exhibit that includes 
portraits, an oral history and pub-
lic artworks including The Posi-
tions on the Field and portraits of 
ballplayers in porcelain enamel.

Much of the art was donat-
ed by those at the Seattle Mari-
ners’ home field T-Mobile Park, 

Virus cases 
drop again 
across area

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

The Twin Counties con-
tinues to experience a de-
cline in the number of new 
COVID-19 cases as it ap-
pears that the peak of the 
delta variant outbreak has 
passed.

Nash County Health Di-
rector Bill Hill said Tuesday 
that the peak in Nash Coun-
ty appears to have been 
about a month ago.

“The week of Sept. 14, we 
had 490 new cases,” he said 
during the county’s weekly 
COVID-19 task force virtual 
update. “The next week, we 
had 468 (cases) and then it 
dropped to 292 on Sept. 28.”

Hill noted there was a 
slight uptick — to 298 cases 
— last week before drop-
ping to 215 new cases this 
week.

“The numbers are de-
creasing — but even better, 
a trend has developed,” he 
said.

Hill said that 97 percent 
to 98 percent of the new 

cases could be attributed to 
the delta variant.

“It is highly contagious,” 
he said.

The 215 new cases 
brought the number of cas-
es in Nash County to 14,775.

Hill said two more deaths 
— both at Nash UNC Health 
Care — have been attribut-
ed to COVID-19. The death 
total in the county is now 
222.

One was a white man in 
his mid-70s and the other 
was a Black man in his mid-
40s.

Hill said 13 people were 
hospitalized — none fully 
vaccinated — at Nash UNC 
Health Care with three in 
the ICU and two on ventila-
tors.

The decline in cases also 
continues in Edgecombe 
County.

A week ago, Edgecombe 
reported 174 new cases to 
take the total case count to 
7,660 since March 2020.

On Wednesday, interim 

Downward trend seen

Mailing delay in city 
utility bills corrected

From Staff Reports

There is now a return to 
normalcy in the mailing of 
city utility bills, the munici-
pality said Wednesday.

A posting on Facebook by 
the municipality expressed 
appreciation to customers 
for their patience as issues 
with the vendor have been 
resolved.

The posting said any 
bills customers have not 
received with an end of Oc-
tober or November due date 
have been mailed.

At the same time, the 
posting said customers will 
not be assessed penalties 
for late payments and may 
continue to phone 252-972-
1250 to find out the amount 
of their respective bill and 
the due date.

Customers also can go in 
person to the Business Ser-
vices Center at 224 S. Frank-
lin St. or online to https://
ipn.paymentus.com/rotp/
crm to make a payment.

The municipality has nev-
er specified what the issues 
had been with the vendor.

SePRO plans to expand operations
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

An Indiana-based com-
pany specializing in selling 
products in connection 
with aquatics, landscaping 
and ornamental horticul-
ture is expanding opera-
tions in Rocky Mount, the 
Carolinas Gateway Partner-
ship said in a news release.

SePRO Corp. announced 
in the news release a $3.5 
million addition to the com-
pany’s location off Atlantic 
Avenue between U.S. 64 
and Cool Spring Road.

Company President Ty-
ler Koschnick said in the 
news release SePRO antic-
ipates adding 20 employees 

to a current staff of 12 in 
Rocky Mount.

SePRO’s work includes 
developing, marketing and 
manufacturing aquatic her-
bicides and other chemicals 
to control aquatic weeds 
and invasive vegetation.

According to the news 
release, SePRO completed 
a significant acquisition and 
is relocating production of 
newly acquired products 
from Georgia to the plant 
off Atlantic Avenue.

The additional invest-
ment will provide facilities 
to produce products that 
will improve water quality, 
control excessive growth 
of algae and control inva-
sive weeds, the news re-

lease said.
“We are delighted with 

this SePRO investment in 
Rocky Mount,” Carolinas 
Gateway President Norris 
Tolson said in prepared 
remarks. “It’s always won-
derful when our local com-
panies grow and prosper 
here.”

City Councilman Lige 
Daughtridge told the Tele-
gram he is elated by the 
news.

“Anytime a business 
chooses Rocky Mount 
or the surrounding area, 
it’s obviously a benefit to 
all the citizens of Rocky 
Mount and to the busi-
nesses of Rocky Mount — 
and adds to our tax base,” 

Daughtridge said.
Don Williams, president 

of Lewis Advertising and 
also a past chairman of the 
Carolinas Gateway board, 
told the Telegram, “It gives 
us incentive to go out and 
get more jobs — but more 
importantly, it gives 20 very 
qualified people an oppor-
tunity to find gainful em-
ployment right here in the 
Twin Counties.”

“In my opinion, a job is a 
job, whether it’s at a big cor-
poration or at a small busi-
ness,” he added. “I operate 
a small business myself, so 
I am definitely in support of 
any company that wants to 
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SePRO’s Rocky Mount operation on Atlantic Avenue anticipates adding 20 employees to a current staff of 12.

Harassment complaint spurs public debate
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Three residents who fre-
quently address the City 
Council during the public 
input phase of council reg-
ular meetings gave their 
opinions amid a former mu-
nicipal employee’s claims 
of having been sexually 
harassed by Elton Daniels 
when he was the parks and 
recreation director.

The Rev. Nehemiah 

Smith lambasted those 
who want City Manager 
Rochelle Small-Toney out 
of office, while Nathlyn 
Ohree praised Small-Toney 
and Samuel Battle stated 
his frustrations about the 
council.

The three spoke during 
Monday’s council regular 
meeting.

The former employee, 
Jacqueline Barnes, is claim-
ing that Daniels sought 
sexual gratification from 

her and that, after she un-
successfully complained 
to the city, Daniels retali-
ated against her. Daniels is 
presently an assistant city 
manager.

Small-Toney has been a 
subject of debate in part be-
cause of departures of key 
municipal officials since 
she was hired in 2017 and 
in part because of State 
Auditor Beth Wood in 2020 
saying she allegedly spent 
taxpayer funds on unallow-

able travel expenses and 
disregarded established 
municipal policy regulating 
spending while traveling.

Additionally, developer 
Troy Davis twice last month 
called for Small-Toney to 
step aside or be fired by the 
council because he said he 
and others are fed up with 
what they believe has been 
a lack of leadership by her.

Smith said Monday at the 
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