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Audit: Ex-school chief’s expenses improper
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

State Auditor Beth Wood re-
leased an audit report Tuesday 
about improper financial dealings 
by Shelton Jefferies, a former su-
perintendent of Nash County Pub-
lic Schools.

“The results of our investiga-
tion found that the former super-
intendent of Nash County Public 
Schools violated his contract 
and multiple policies and proce-
dures related to his procurement 

card and use of 
a school system 
vehicle. These vi-
olations resulted 
in $45,690 in unal-
lowed and ques-
tionable expens-
es,” Wood said in 
her summary of 
the report.

Jefferies resigned in August 
2019 after an investigative report 
about his travel expenses was 
published by the Rocky Mount 
Telegram in April of that year. It 

now appears that an internal in-
vestigation of the issue began at 
the school board level at about 
the same time, which uncovered 
some of these improper dealings.

However, Wood said even more 
issues were revealed as the Office 
of the State Auditor conducted its 
own investigation.

After an investigation that took 
several weeks and included sever-
al requests to the school district 
about Jefferies’ travel and other 
expenses, the Telegram reported 
on April 28, 2019, that Jefferies 

traveled more than 29,000 miles in 
a fleet vehicle belonging to Nash-
Rocky Mount Public Schools in 
the 2017-18 fiscal year.

That was in comparison to 
1,607 miles traveled in a fleet ve-
hicle shared by the entire cabinet 
staff and 2,671 miles traveled in a 
fleet vehicle shared by the entire 
technology staff for the same year.

This also was in comparison 
with the 7,816 miles traveled by 
Jefferies in the fleet vehicle for the 
entire 2016-17 school year, indicat-
ing a change in pattern. After that, 

Jefferies’ mileage on the vehicle 
more than tripled each year.

In addition, Jefferies was paid 
a $600-a-month travel allowance 
during his time in office, the Tele-
gram reported.

Jefferies’ travel miles escalated 
at roughly the same time he pur-
chased a family home in Hunters-
ville near Charlotte while he was 
serving as superintendent of what 
was then Nash-Rocky Mount Pub-
lic Schools. That information was 

Virus cases 
keep falling 
across area

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

The COVID outlook in the 
Twin Counties continues to 
improve with Nash County 
posting roughly half of the 
new number of cases as 
last week and Edgecombe 
County dropping anoth-
er tier on the most recent 
county alert report.

Nash County Health Di-
rector Bill Hill shared his 
good news Tuesday at a 
now-weekly meeting of the 
Nash County COVID Re-
sponse Team.

“Numbers are still im-
proving,” Hill said. “I have 
some good metrics to re-
port.”

Hill reported just 14 
new confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 among Nash 
County residents over the 
past week compared to 27 
new cases reported last 
week.

“This is the lowest total 
I remember reporting for a 
very long time,” Hill said.

The new cases bring the 
total cumulative number 

of COVID-19 cases in Nash 
County to 11,371.

COVID cases continue 
to skew to younger people, 
who are less likely to be vac-
cinated. Of the 14 new cases 
reported, three were among 
residents between the ages 
of 10 and 19 and another 
three were in the 20-29 age 
bracket.

Just two cases were re-
ported in each of the age 
groups of 30 somethings, 40 
somethings, 50 somethings 
and residents 60 years of 
age or older. No cases were 
reported in children under 
the age of 10, Hill said.

COVID-related hospital-
izations are remaining fairly 
steady, Hill said.

“Last week when we 
looked at total hospitaliza-
tions, I reported six. This 
week we have eight COVID 
patients at Nash UNC 
Health Care as of this morn-
ing,” Hill said Tuesday. “But 
none are in critical care this 
week, while one was in crit-
ical care last week.”

Vaccinations increase

Pinetops board set 
to consider budget

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

A $4,821,486 budget will 
be considered when the 
Pinetops Board of Com-
missioners meets at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday at Town Hall.

Commissioners will hold 
a public hearing on the bud-
get, which is just $151,622 
more than the town’s cur-
rent budget.

While the proposed bud-
get maintains the current 

tax rate of 46 cents per $100 
valuation and includes a 2.5 
percent cost-of-living raise, 
it also includes a 25 percent 
increase in water and sewer 
rates.

In the budget message, 
the town advised residents 
that water and sewer rates 
could see what it termed 
“smaller increases at speci-
fied times” to offset expens-
es associated with ongoing 

Art center owner chides city officials
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The part-owner of the 
Bel Air Art Center on Mon-
day addressed the City 
Council about what she 
sees as a need for both 
more municipal funding 
for downtown and the lo-
cal government to listen to 
downtown businesses and 
property owners.

“Putting 
up flags 
that have 
cheerlead-
ing chants 
on them 
is simply 
not going 
to cut it 
anymore,” 

Jessica Hicks said.
Hicks also stated that 

she believes there is no rea-

son there should not be a 
healthy amount of growth 
and development down-
town.

“It seems that Rocky 
Mount is its own worst en-
emy,” she said.

“This mentality starts at 
the top,” Hicks said. “If you 
accepted your positions or 
have appointed positions 
to others to prevent things 
from happening rather than 

to make things happen, you 
were doing things for the 
wrong reasons.”

Hicks did not state the 
names of who she was re-
ferring to, but she empha-
sized she believes a city, let 
alone that city’s downtown, 
cannot grow and strategi-
cally develop this way.

The Bel Air is along 
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Jessica Hicks of the Bel Air Art Center downtown told the City Council that in redeveloping the heart of Rocky 
Mount, ‘Putting up flags that have cheerleading chants on them is simply not going to cut it anymore.’ One of 
those flags is shown here on Tuesday evening.

HICKS
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Developers seek more public partnerships

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

John Williams resorted 
to a bit of humor while he 
was one of a list of speakers 
calling for the City of Rocky 
Mount to inject more mu-
nicipal funding into rede-
veloping downtown.

During Monday’s City 
Council regular meeting, 
Williams, who has a farm 
stand, told of having been 

a single father, of knowing 
a lot about babies and of 
knowing babies need sup-
port.

“And what I’m seeing 
with the downtown Rocky 
Mount area is we’re ex-
pecting a pretty baby to 
be born,” Williams said. “A 
lot of men and women are 
interacting right now to-
gether to make this baby 
be born — and when that 
baby is born, it needs some 

funding.”
Williams drew laughter 

after he added, “Support 
the baby: Pay your child 
support.”

A line of people on Mon-
day used the speaker’s po-
dium during the general 
public input period and 
during the public hearing 
for the proposed municipal 
operating budget for the 
fiscal year 2021-22 in call-
ing for more funding to re-

develop the heart of Rocky 
Mount.

Developer Troy Davis 
emphasized his belief in the 
importance of public-pri-
vate partnerships, how one 
can help the other and the 
other way around and in 
turn help generate revenue 
streams locally.

“I’m spending about $2 
million on Main Street right 
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