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Council hears input on event center finances
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The Rocky Mount Event 
Center came back up brief-
ly at Monday evening’s City 
Council meeting.

During the public input 
phase of the meeting, re-
tired banker Tom Harris ex-
pressed appreciation to City 
Finance Officer Amy Staton 
and her team for being able 
to see a copy of the munici-
pal government’s 2019 Com-
prehensive Annual Finan-
cial Report.

The report is 191 pages 
long and contains numerous 
sets of financial statements 

about the operations of the 
municipal government, but 
Harris on Monday had fol-
low-up remarks.

Specifically, Harris said 
page 15 of the report men-
tions the Rocky Mount Pub-
lic Finance Corp., which is a 
legally separate component 
unit essential for the tax 
credit part of the funding for 
the event center.

Harris noted the finan-
cial results for the Rocky 
Mount Public Finance Corp. 
are shown in a “blended” 
presentation within the full 
report.

Harris said he believes 
when one uses the word 

“blended,” one can go any 
way.

“But for transparency 
and for us to continue to 
know how successful we 
want this event center to 
be, I think the financial re-
sults of the Rocky Mount 
Public Finance Corp., the 
event center, be segregat-
ed and not blended in fu-
ture audit reports,” Harris 
said.

While the event center, 
which opened in October 
2018, did have an operating 
deficit, Harris also empha-
sized the municipal gov-
ernment has a nearly $2.7 
million dollar debt service 

payment this year on the 
facility.

Harris noted more than 
$1.45 million being the prin-
cipal and nearly $1.22 mil-
lion being the interest.

“And that is just the be-
ginning of a long principal 
and interest debt amortiza-
tion,” Harris said.

“So I just want the peo-
ple to know that, yes, we 
have a million-dollar deficit 
in operations,” Harris said. 
“But on top of that, through 
the general fund, we do 
have $2.7 million in debt 
service.”

Additionally, Harris not-
ed the report specifies the 

event center expenses were 
$2.13 million, of which $1.39 
million was paid out in oper-
ating expenses.

“I think it would be good 
if there could be a break-
down of what encompasses 
those operating expenses,” 
Harris said.

The report is for the peri-
od beginning from the end 
of June 2018 to the end of 
June 2019.

The newspaper for a sto-
ry published on Wednesday 
reported the event center 
took in slightly more than 
$1.3 million the first 12 
months of operation, while 
the expenses totaled slight-

ly more than $2.5 million for 
the same period.

The figures are based on 
an email received from the 
municipal Communications 
and Marketing Department 
and Florida-based Sports 
Facilities Management, 
which oversees the opera-
tions of the event center.

The email response 
was in part an answer to 
weeks-long requests by the 
Telegram seeking financial 
information and statistical 
data about the event center.

The facility, which 
opened after being built at 

Sara Lee 
will expand 
area bakery

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Sara Lee Frozen Bakery 
is going to begin a $19.8 mil-
lion expansion of the com-
pany’s plant just off U.S. 258 
southwest of Tarboro that 
is going to create 108 new 
jobs.

“Food manufacturers 
like Sara Lee Frozen Bak-
ery choose communities 
that can help them suc-
ceed and for 30 years Tar-
boro has been that place,” 
Gov. Roy Cooper said in 
a statement on Monday. 
“Sara Lee has decided 
to expand on their de-
cades-long partnership 
because they know this 
community well and it has 
the workforce they need 
to reach their goals.”

The state Commerce De-
partment issued the state-
ment.

The statement empha-
sized salaries for the new 
jobs are going to vary by 
position, but said those jobs 
are going to average $40,266 
compared to the average an-
nual pay of $34,401 in Edge-
combe County.

“This is the beginning of 
a new and exciting chapter 
for Sara Lee Frozen Bakery 
and we’re confident that 
Edgecombe County and 
North Carolina is the right 
place for the company to 
expand,” Commerce Secre-
tary Anthony Copeland said 
in the statement. “The com-
pany continues to innovate 
and perfect its operations 
and product mix and we’re 
proud to support them in 
their work.”

Other officials expressed 
elation via the statement.

“This is great news for 

Plan to add 108 jobs

School board moves 
to sell two properties

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

NASHVILLE — Nash-
Rocky Mount school board 
members last week dis-
cussed the status of the sale 
of two properties in Rocky 
Mount that are owned by 
Nash-Rocky Mount Public 
Schools.

The board previously ap-
proved the sale of the prop-
erties at 216 Tillery St. and 
813 Western Ave. as surplus 
properties. As required by 
state law, these properties 
first were offered to Nash 
County for sale at fair mar-
ket value. The Nash County 
Board of Commissioners 
declined to buy the proper-
ties.

For-sale signs were 

placed on the properties 
in November. An offer was 
made by Brant Ruben in the 
amount of $4,000 for the 
property at 216 Tillery St. 
Ruben also offered $4,000 
for the property at 813 West-
ern Ave.

Shannon Davis, direc-
tor of maintenance for 
Nash-Rocky Mount Public 
Schools, said the school dis-
trict originally paid more for 
the properties.

“In 2004, the property at 
216 Tillery St. originally sold 
for $9,500 and the property 
at 813 Western Ave. had a 
sale value of $32,000,” Davis 
said. “Now those buildings 
have been sitting there and 
need a lot of work. That is 

Commissioners honor retiring jailer
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Dorine Deans, former 
assistant jail administrator 
for the Nash County Deten-
tion Center, was recognized 
at last week’s Nash County 
commissioner’s meeting 
by receiving her service re-
volver and being awarded 
the Order of the Long Leaf 
Pine.

Dean retired from her 
post at the jail in Decem-
ber after serving in law en-
forcement with the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office for 
30 years. She began her 
career in October 1989 as 
the first African-American 
woman to work at the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Nash County Chief 
Deputy Brandon Medina 
presented Deans and her 
accomplishments before 
the Nash County Board of 
Commissioners.

“During Dorine Deans’ 
tenure as the assistant jail 
administrator of the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office, she 
has managed well over sev-
eral thousands of inmates. 
Dorine Deans has provided 
exceptional leadership and 
direction to detention offi-
cers assigned to the Nash 

County Detention Center. 
Dorine Deans went above 
and beyond to ensure the 
four detention sergeants 
and the 50 detention offi-
cers had the appropriate 
equipment, personnel and 
proper guidance to ensure 
effective management of 
each of the four shifts,” Me-
dina said.

Before serving in that 
role, Deans also served 
as a jail matron, as a jailer 
and as a patrol deputy. She 
attained the position of 
chief jailer in August 1997 
and served in that role until 
September 2009, when her 
position was reclassified 
as assistant detention ad-
ministrator. Deans served 

as the assistant detention 
administrator until October 
2012.

After another reclassifi-
cation of several positions, 
Deans was reclassified as 
first sergeant, a position 
she held until December 
2014 when she was again 
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Nash County Chief Deputy Brandon Medina awards retiring employee Dorine 
Deans with the Order of the Long Leaf Pine at last week’s Nash County Board of 
Commissioners meeting.

SARAH LOUYA/ROCKY MOUNT TELEGRAM

Linda King, center, holds a pink sign and chants Monday during an anti-war rally held by the Racial Justice 
Group in front of City Hall.
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