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Nash native, radio host Valentine dies of COVID
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Nash County native Phil 
Valentine, a well-known 
conservative radio talk 
show host based in Nash-
ville, Tenn., died Saturday 
after a weeks-long battle 
with COVID-19.

Phil’s brother Mike Val-
entine said Monday in an 
interview that Phil Valentine 
wanted to encourage others 
to get vaccinated before he 
died. Though many media 
sources have character-

ized Phil Valentine as being 
against the COVID vaccine, 

Mark Valen-
tine said that 
was not an 
accurate rep-
resentation 
of Phil’s posi-
tion.

“He was 
never an-
t i -vacc ina -
tion. He told 
people on 

his radio show to consider 
their own situations and 
to talk to their physicians 

about vaccination. But he 
made it clear that he was 
not going to get the vaccine. 
He felt the likelihood of him 
getting COVID was low and 
the likelihood of him dying 
from COVID was even low-
er,” Mike Valentine said.

However, Phil Valentine 
died of COVID-related pneu-
monia at the age of 61.

“Phil realized that the fact 
that he did not get vaccinat-
ed may have encouraged 
other people to avoid the 
vaccine. By the end, Phil 
wanted his death to act as 

a reminder to encourage 
people to get vaccinated. He 
wanted to take the politics 
out of the issue. He didn’t 
want anyone else to suffer 
the way he did,” Mike Valen-
tine said. “That is why I have 
been encouraging people to 
get vaccinated over the past 
few weeks.”

Mike Valentine, who is a 
trial consultant based in the 
Wendell area, said he and 
his family are feeling the 
loss of his brother.

“We were very close,” he 
said. “This is like losing a 

brother and a best friend on 
the same day. Phil was such 
an extraordinary, multi-tal-
ented guy. He was a radio 
talk show host. He was an 
author. And he took part in 
several movies,” Mike Val-
entine said.

Phil Valentine was well-
known in Nash County in 
his youth. The son of former 
U.S. Rep. Tim Valentine, a 
Democrat who represented 
the state of North Carolina 
for six terms, Phil Valentine 
graduated from Northern 
Nash High School before 

attending college at East 
Carolina University. He then 
launched a career as a polit-
ical talk show host and writ-
er with Republican leanings.

“Phil led an extraordi-
nary life,” Mark Valentine 
said. “He went to Nashville, 
Tenn., in the early 90s by 
himself to make his way in 
the world out from under 
the shadow of his father. He 
was a completely self-made 
man. He had three sons and 
his family was more like a 

Man killed, 
six injured 
in car crash

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

A 21-year-old Durham 
man was killed and six oth-
er people were injured late 
Saturday night in a car crash 
in Edgecombe County.

The collision occurred 
about 11:16 p.m. Saturday 
on Bulluck School Road, 
Trooper Phillips of the State 
Highway Patrol said Sunday 
in an interview.

Jaylin Dixon, 21, was 
driving a Toyota Cam-
ry heading west on Bul-
luck School Road toward 
Rocky Mount when the 
collusion occurred, Phil-
lips said. Dixon was driv-
ing near the intersection 
of the railroad tracks near 
Arlington Road when he 
crossed the center line 
and collided with a Buick 

Lacrosse travelling east on 
the same road.

Phillips said that Dixon’s 
car was so far over the cen-
ter line that the two vehicles 
collided head on with the 
passenger side of Dixon’s 
vehicle striking the passen-
ger side of the other vehicle.

Shortly after impact, Dix-
on’s car caught on fire, wit-
nesses reported. Both cars 
were totaled.

Dixon died at the scene. 
Two other men inside his 
car also were injured.

Two women and two 
boys were inside the Buick. 
All of the people in the two 
vehicles were harmed with 
injuries ranging from mi-
nor to severe, Phillips said. 
Most of the victims of the 
accident were transported 

Cause of wreck probed

Police seek gunman 
in area store robbery

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Police are asking for the 
public’s help finding a man 
who, armed with a hand-
gun, robbed the Food Lion 
this weekend in the Maple 
Creek area on the south-
west side of the city.

The man entered the su-
permarket late Saturday 
morning and took $250 in 
cash before fleeing in an 
unknown direction, a police 
incident report made avail-
able on Monday said.

The report described the 
man as 28 to 30 years old, 
5-feet, 6-inches tall to 5-feet, 
8-inches tall, white, weigh-
ing 190 pounds and being of 
a medium build.

And a still image of se-
curity footage from the 
supermarket showed the 
man was wearing a beige to-

boggan, a dark long-sleeved 
shirt, baggy jeans and tennis 
shoes.

Officers received the 
call at 11:51 a.m. to go to 
the supermarket, which 
is in the 800 block of Har-
bour West Drive just off 
the South Wesleyan Boule-
vard corridor.

Police Cpl. Ricky Jack-
son told the Telegram in an 
email on Monday that no 
one was injured and that the 
man is the lone suspect.

Anyone with any infor-
mation about the robbery is 
asked to phone the police at 
252-972-1411 or Twin Coun-
ty Crime Stoppers at 252-
977-1111.

Tips also can be texted 
to police via Text-A-Tip at 
274637 by beginning mes-
sages with RMPOL and 
typing up to 155 characters 
about the information.

Back-to-school event aims to educate
BY PAIGE MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

The N.C. Cooperative Extension 
on Saturday hosted a Back-to-School 
Bash at the Nash County Farmers 
Market.

Adrienne Williams, program assis-
tant for the Empowering Youth and 
Families Program of Nash County 
4-H Development, said she aimed to 
use the event to educate people about 
the opioid epidemic rather than focus 
on rehabilitation.

The 10-week Empowering Youth 
and Families Program brings togeth-
er families and kids to learn skills on 
how to better communicate with one 

another.
“We want to educate families about 

how this epidemic begins and how 
communication between families 
is key to preventing problems from 
occurring to begin with,” Williams 
said. “We want parents to be aware 
of what’s going on around them, es-
pecially in the home, because many 
kids begin using from medicine cab-
inets in their own homes. Throughout 
the course of the program, we review 
the latest news in opioid addiction 
and prevention, as well as share with 
the families more knowledge about 
where things currently stand in Nash 
and surrounding counties.

“We’re proud of this program and 

look forward to seeing how it un-
folds. Our third class will be graduat-
ing soon,” she said.

Blondell McIntyre and her 11-year-
old son, Frankie, are recent graduates 
of the program.

“This program opened my eyes to 
the crisis and how it really can affect 
any child. I’m grateful that communi-
cation was a key component in the 
program because I want Frankie to 
come to me for anything,” Blondell 
McIntyre said. “However, it’s my job 
as a parent to make him feel safe by 
doing so. This will be a work in prog-
ress for the both of us, but now I’m 
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BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A resident who has long 
been complaining to the 
City Council about the 
rundown location of a for-
mer nightclub along North 
Church Street recently re-
ceived a response from mu-
nicipal officials.

Morrie Minges ap-
proached the speaker’s 
podium during the public 
input phase of the Aug. 9 
council regular meeting to 
again bring up the subject 

of what had been the Ebo-
ny & Ivory.

“Who owns it?” Minges 
asked. “Is there anybody on 
the council or in the City of 
Rocky Mount that gives a 
flip about that nasty look-
ing, now-burned-out piece 
of nothing?”

The former Ebony & Ivo-
ry is in the 2700 block of 
North Church and is a short 
drive north of the Rocky 
Mount Sports Complex and 
the relocated state Division 

Dilapidated nightclub draws more complaints
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The former Ebony & Ivory is shown here in this 
photograph taken on Aug. 13.
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A family registers for a backpack raffle drawing Saturday during a Back-to-School Bash at the Nash County 
Farmers Market.
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