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Recycler linked to illegal catalytic converters
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

The operator of a local second-
ary metal recycling business was 
arrested by the Nash County Sher-
iff’s Office for purchasing catalyt-
ic converters in violation of state 
law.

Jeffery Dale Hewlin, owner of 
Carolina Auto Parts and Salvage, 
was charged with one count of 
misdemeanor required records 
and receipts for regulated met-

als transactions, 
eight counts of 
felony required 
records and re-
ceipts for reg-
ulated metals 
transactions, six 
counts of felony 
prohibited activ-
ities and trans-

actions and one count of felony 
permissible payment methods for 
nonferrous metals purchasers.

The arrest came as part of a 

recent investigation by the sher-
iff’s office into numerous reports 
of catalytic converter thefts from 
motor vehicles. The investigation 
revealed that some of the catalyt-
ic converters were being sold to 
secondary metal recyclers in Nash 
County, according to a statement 
released this week by the sheriff’s 
office.

According to state statutes, it is 
illegal for a secondary metal recy-
cler to purchase a catalytic con-
verter from an individual.

The sheriff’s office followed up 
on the information gathered and 
developed a plan to perform sur-
veillance on all secondary metal 
recyclers in the county, the state-
ment from the law enforcement 
agency said.

During the surveillance, detec-
tives were able to identify Caroli-
na Auto Parts and Salvage, which 
is located at 2190 S. Wesleyan 
Blvd. in Rocky Mount, as a sec-
ondary metal recycler purchasing 
catalytic converters in violation of 

state law.
An inspection of the facility was 

performed by detectives with the 
sheriff’s office. Based on the find-
ings of the inspection, Hewlin, 33, 
of Elm City was arrested and fac-
es multiple charges in connection 
with the alleged illegal activities.

Hewlin received a written 
promise to appear with a first ap-
pearance court date set for Friday 
at the District Court in Nashville.

Old houses 
to be razed 
in Nashville

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

In an effort to clean up 
the town and improve safe-
ty, Nashville Town Council 
members voted this week to 
demolish two houses in the 
town and start the clock on 
the process of tearing down 
three others.

At the Aug. 17 meeting 
of the town council, coun-
cil members directed Code 
Enforcement Officer Shawn 
Lucas to follow Section 6-41 
of the Town Code and pur-
sue demolition and removal 
of the abandoned and der-
elict structures at 328 Sixth 

St. and 125 Circle Drive.
Violations were noted for 

failure to abate several seri-
ous nuisances and numer-
ous housing standard vio-
lations, according to town 
records.

As of Monday’s meeting, 
these homes had still not 
been brought up to code, 
and Lucas recommended 
demolition of the structures.

“As you know, two 
months ago, we found 
two houses that are in bad 
shape. We brought them 
before the council and you 
guys looked at them. We 

Demolitions planned

Fundraiser pays tribute 
to area woman’s legacy

From Staff Reports

The annual Bounty and 
Barrel fundraising event will 
be held to benefit Debbie’s 
Fund from 6-8 p.m. Nov. 4 in 
the Business and Industry 
Center at Nash Community 
College.

Debbie’s Fund was estab-
lished as a memorial tribute 
to Debbie Kornegay. Her 
legacy, passion for cook-
ing, ministry of service and 
commitment to education 
has affected many lives 
throughout North Carolina.

“We are once again hon-
ored to host this event to 
pay tribute to the memory 
of one of our community’s 
most beloved people, Deb-
bie Kornegay,” NCC Vice 
President of Advancement 
Pam Ballew said. “Debbie’s 
love of others, her hospital-
ity and enjoyment of good 
food are always top of mind 
when we are planning this 
event. It’s going to be a lot 
of fun.”

T h i s 
y e a r ’ s 
event will 
celebrate 
D e b b i e ’s 
love for the 
coast with 
shrimp and 
o y s t e r s 
p r o v i d e d 
by Sunny Side Oyster Bar in 
Williamston.

Sponsored by Rocky 
Mount Mills, Bounty and 
Barrel will feature live mu-
sic by Boyd & Morgan, des-
sert from The Cheesecake 
Factory Bakery and craft 
beer sample pours. Brewer-
ies providing beers for the 
event will include Hopfly 
Brewing Company, Mythic 
Brewing, Koi Pond Brewing 
Company, TBC West, Space-
Way Brewing Company, The 
Glass Jug Beer Lab, Barrel 
Culture Brewing Blending 
and Crystal Coast Brewing 
Company.

Council urges cemetery project launch
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The subject of Unity 
Cemetery was recently 
back on the City Council’s 
agenda for discussion and 
the council, City Manager 
Rochelle Small-Toney and a 
consultant spent nearly half 
an hour on the item.

Councilman Andre 
Knight made clear that he 
believes the municipality, 
having budgeted a sub-

s t a n t i a l 
a m o u n t 
of funds 
to up-
grade the 
cemetery, 
s h o u l d 
take pri-
ority over 
consultant 
and former 

Councilwoman Lois Wat-
kins having a preservation 
committee in place to help 
provide guidance.

During the council work 
session on Oct. 11, Knight 
said of the historically Afri-
can American burial ground 
off East Grand Avenue that, 
“My blood is boiling, boiling 
because I’m very passion-
ate about Unity.”

“The money is there,” 
Knight said. “We’ve got to 
get busy doing what we 
say we’re going to do. I un-
derstand you want to get a 

committee, but we want it 
cleaned up. Clean the cem-
etery up.

“While you’re working 
on organizing the file and 
the oral history, that should 
not prohibit the cleanup of 
Unity Cemetery,” Knight 
said. “The money is in the 
budget.”

Assistant to the City 
Manager for Budget and 
Evaluation Kenneth Hunter 
told the council on May 26 
that at least $700,000 would 
be linked to a beginning 
phase of restoring Unity 
Cemetery for the fiscal year 
2021-22 municipal budget.

Small-Toney told the 
council on March 8 she and 
her team estimated a resto-
ration project at the cem-
etery would cost at least 
$1.46 million over the next 
five years.

During the council work 
session on Oct. 11, Small-
Toney said Watkins and the 
municipal staff established 
a Unity Cemetery work-
room at the Imperial Centre 
for the Arts & Sciences.

Small-Toney said that a 
great deal of burial infor-
mation — some 16 to 17 
file cabinets, as well as nu-
merous boxes — has been 
transferred from a storage 
house that belonged to the 
former Stokes Mortuary.

Small-Toney also said 
that two consultants are 

working with the munici-
pality: one with experience 
in North Carolina and Vir-
ginia with the preservation 
of records and the other 
who is local and knowl-
edgeable about the burial 

sites at Unity Cemetery.
Small-Toney said that the 

municipal staff is looking to 
have a computer software 
program to capture the 
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The City Council is pushing for work to begin on a restoration project at Unity Cemetery.
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