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Cost of monument removal released by city
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

After nearly half a year of 
requests by the Telegram, 
the City of Rocky Mount 
on Tuesday released doc-
uments about the since-re-
moved Confederate monu-
ment.

The documents showed 
Greenville Marble & Granite 
submitted a bid of $225,000 
to take down the monu-

ment from southeast of the 
U.S. 64 interchange with 
Benvenue Road and haul 
the parts of the structure to 
the grounds of the munic-
ipal wastewater treatment 
plant northeast of the city 
for storage.

The documents also 
showed Greenville Marble 
& Granite charged an addi-
tional fee of $56,250.

Interim city Communica-
tions, Marketing and Public 

Relations Director Jessie 
Nunery told the Telegram 
the reason for the $56,250 
having been added on was 
because the municipality 
approved an additional one-
time 25 percent fee to accel-
erate the work.

The documents show an 
agreement was reached on 
June 23, 2020, for Greenville 
Marble & Granite to do the 
work, with the project start 
date to be June 29, 2020.

The documents speci-
fied there was to be a turn-
around time of five consec-
utive days to complete the 
project.

The documents called for 
the company to be paid a to-
tal of $281,250 — $140,625 
up front and $140,625 at the 
time of the completion of 
the work.

The documents also said 

Anniversary 
ceremonies 
to mark 9/11

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The City of Rocky Mount 
at 10 a.m. on Friday will 
have a ceremony commem-
orating the 20th anniversary 
of 9/11, which is the follow-
ing day.

The plan is for the gather-
ing to be at the flagpole just 
outside City Hall and broad-
cast live on the municipali-
ty’s Facebook page, interim 
city Communications, Mar-
keting and Public Relations 
Director Jessie Nunery said 
in a news release.

Firefighters and police 
officers will honor the lives 
lost, and the fire department 
honor guard and the police 
department trumpeter will 
take part in the ceremony, 
Nunery said.

Additionally, Mayor San-
dy Roberson, Fire Chief Co-
rey Mercer and Police Chief 
Robert Hassell will give re-
marks, Nunery said.

On the morning of Sept. 
11, 2001, a hijacked com-

mercial jet crashed into 
the north tower of the Twin 
Towers of the World Trade 
Center. Less than 20 min-
utes later, a second com-
mercial jet crashed into 
the south tower, eventually 
causing each of the struc-
tures to collapse.

The collapses caused 
neighboring structures to 
catch fire and also caused 
one of the structures, 7 
World Trade Center, to 
eventually collapse.

A third hijacked com-
mercial jet crashed into the 
Pentagon and a fourth com-
mercial jet crashed in rural 
Pennsylvania after passen-
gers charged the cockpit, 
causing the hijackers of that 
plane to abort their mission 
and crash the plane into the 
ground.

The militant Islamist 
group al-Qaida, which was 
founded by Osama bin Lad-
en, carried out the attacks 
on the U.S., which killed 

N.C. Wesleyan student 
died of natural causes

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

An N.C. Wesleyan foot-
ball player was laid to rest 
Monday and the cause of his 
death was released Tuesday.

The state Medical Exam-
iner’s Office informed the 
Rocky Mount Police De-
partment that the death was 
ruled as being due to natural 
causes, Jessie Nunery, inter-
im director of communica-
tions, marketing and public 
relations, said late Tuesday 
in a news release.

“The medical examiner 
stated Clemmons’ death 
was a result of an under-
lying medical condition,” 
Nunery said in the news 
release. “There was no foul 
play or illegal substances 

involved with Clemmons’ 
death.”

Clemmons, a psychol-
ogy major from Supply, 
N.C., was found dead in his 
dorm room on the morning 
of Sept. 2 at N.C. Wesleyan 
College. At the time, the 
cause of death was not re-
leased pending an investiga-
tion by a medical examiner.

Clemmons reportedly 
was an offensive lineman on 
the West Brunswick High 
School football team before 
he attended Wesleyan Col-
lege and joined the football 
team there.

According to his obituary, 
Clemmons was awarded an 
academic scholarship to at-
tend N.C. Wesleyan where 

Access to COVID treatment increases
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

A recent executive order 
issued by Gov. Roy Cooper 
is designed to expand ac-
cess to a COVID treatment 
that already is available at 
Nash UNC Health Care.

Cooper signed Execu-
tive Order 232 last week 
to make it easier for North 
Carolinians to access treat-
ment for COVID-19. The 
order authorizes and di-
rects State Health Director 
Dr. Betsey Tilson to issue 
a statewide standing order 
to expand access to mono-
clonal antibody treatment, 
which if taken early can 
decrease the risk of severe 
disease, hospitalization and 
death.

The order will be in ef-
fect through Nov. 30.

“Expanding access to 
monoclonal antibody ther-
apy will help more patients 
across the state get this 
highly effective COVID-19 
treatment,” Cooper said. 
“In addition to getting more 
people vaccinated, we need 
to do all we can to save the 
lives of people who become 

infected.”
Nash UNC Health Care 

has been offering the out-
patient treatment since No-
vember 2020 but is working 
to expand the number of 
patients who can receive 
the treatment in the wake 
of the recent surge in cas-

es. The hospital has set up 
a special outpatient COVID 
Treatment Center to allow 
patients to take the mono-
clonal antibody infusion in 
privacy and without endan-
gering other patients.

The treatment offered 
at Nash UNC Health Care 

consists of an IV infusion of 
the Regeneron COVID-19 
Monoclonal Antibody 
Treatment. The infusion 
includes man-made pro-
teins designed to act like 
human antibodies in the 
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The main column is lowered from the Confederate 
monument on June 29, 2020, in front of Battle Park.
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Nurse Brandy Massey prepares William Harper for his monoclonal antibody treatment on Wednesday at Nash 
UNC Health Care. Below, nurse Lynn Richardson demonstrates the use of an incentive spirometer to improve 
lung function to Harper as he receives his treatment.
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