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Attorneys vie for open seat on District Court
BY WILLIAM F. WEST
Staff Writer

Two attorneys are competing
for a District Court judgeship that
is opening for the first time in
nearly a quarter of a century.
William Solomon, 42, whose
practice is based in Rocky Mount,
and Sharon Sprinkle, 57, whose
practice is based in Tarboro, are
seeking to succeed Judge John
Britt.
Britt, a Tarboro native, first
successfully campaigned in 1996
for the position when he was 32,
but he has opted not to continue
serving.

ELECTION

2020
The winner of Tuesday’s general election will serve in what is
called Seat 3 for Edgecombe and
Nash counties as well as Wilson
County.
Elections from 2002 forward
for candidates for district court
judgeships in North Carolina had
been nonpartisan, but the Gener-

SOLOMON
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al Assembly moved to return to
having the political affiliations of
those candidates listed on the ballots, effective in 2018.
Solomon is a Democrat and
Sprinkle is a Republican.
Solomon said he believes there
is neither a Democratic nor a Re-

publican way to put on a judicial
robe, have a gavel, direct the attorneys to do what they need to do
and tell the bailiffs what they need
to do.
“There are people with Donald
Trump signs in their front yard
beside my sign,” he said. “There
are people with Joe Biden signs
in their front yard beside my sign
across this district.”
Sprinkle, when asked about
why she is affiliated with the GOP,
said, “Well, I’ve always been a Republican.
“I was in College Republicans
when I went to Carolina, which is
amazing, considering it was Caro-

lina,” Sprinkle said, a reference to
UNC-Chapel Hill being long seen
by many as a campus that predominantly is politically Democratic.
Additionally, Sprinkle said,
“District courts are not big-issue
courts, but I can tell you that as a
Republican that I do support the
rule of law and the Constitution,
as we are required to do.”
Sprinkle also said she believes
one can count on the Republicans in the judiciary supporting
the more conservative view of the
law, such as being for gun rights.
She said Republicans favor the

See ELECTION, A5

City outlines
effort to find
next top cop
Council hears update
BY WILLIAM F. WEST
Staff Writer
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Autumn Freeman, 9, her mom, Carla Freeman, and Robert Ross show off their Halloween garb Tuesday at the
Nash County Trick or Treat Trail event. Below, Nash County Parks and Recreation Director Thomas Gillespie, far
left, works with other volunteers to distribute treat bags at the event.

Pandemic alters Halloween activities

The subject of the search
for Rocky Mount’s next top
cop came up briefly during
this week’s City Council
meeting.
City Manager Rochelle
Small-Toney gave an update
after Councilman Reuben
Blackwell asked her about
her efforts to find a successor to Chief George Robinson, who will be retiring
effective Dec. 1.
The city has posted on
its website a want ad for
the position set to expire at
11:59 p.m. Nov. 8.
During Monday’s council meeting, Small-Toney
said she herself will review
the submitted applications

SMALL-TONEY BLACKWELL
without prior screening by
the city’s Human Resources
staff.
“I’m old-fashioned,” SmallToney said. “I like to just
read what comes in — and
then I will narrow that down
to a group of individuals that
I can make contact with.”
Small-Toney said that,
given the coronavirus pandemic, most likely the first

See CHIEF, A5

BY AMELIA HARPER
Staff Writer

NASHVILLE — Halloween likely will look a little
bit different this year with
the very real specter of
COVID-19 in the air.
Nash County offered an
alternative to traditional
trick-or-treating on Tuesday as the Nash County
Parks and Recreation Department, Nash County Senior Services and the Town
of Nashville collaborated
in offering the first annual
“Trick or Treat Trail” event.
Other local businesses,
including Nashville Auto
Mart, Providence Bank,
Zaxby’s of Nashville and
Wendy’s of Nashville contributed to the success of
the event.
“Previously, we held a
‘Halloween Spooktacular’
at Nash Community College, but due to COVID-19
concerns, we moved our
event outside and changed
the format,” Nash County
Communications Manager
Jonathan Edwards said in
an interview.
The event was fami-

Deputies charge two
with heroin trafficking
BY AMELIA HARPER
Staff Writer

ly-centered rather than
just focusing on passing
out treats to local school
children. Nash County has
an annual tradition where
employees dress up and
pass out treats to students
from Nashville Elementary
School. That event usually
happens on the last business day before Halloween
but will not be taking place
this year due to COVID concerns.

Last year, the county also
sponsored the family-centric “Halloween Spooktacular” event at Nash Community College, but because of
COVID concerns, the event
was moved outside and
the format was changed
to a walk-through or drivethrough event where masks
and social distancing were
encouraged.
“With this being our
first time hosting a drive-

through/walk-through
event, I think overall it was
a success,” Nash County
Parks and Recreation Director Thomas Gillespie
said. “We had around 900
participants walk or drive
through the Trick or Treat
Trail. My staff and I appreciate the big support from the
community that made this
event special and a mem-

See HALLOWEEN, A5

Two men from Massachusetts face heroin trafficking
charges after a traffic stop
initiated Monday by members of the Nash County
Sheriff’s Office.
The traffic stop took
place about 2:39 p.m. Monday, according to a press release from the Nash County
Sheriff’s Office. Members of
the Nash County Sheriff’s
Office Joint Criminal Apprehension Team arrested
Richard Francisco Gonzalez
of Boston and Jaylyn London Jackson of Foxboro,
Mass., during a traffic stop
on I-95 southbound near the
129.5 mile-marker.
According to the press release, deputies noticed Gonzalez, the driver, demonstrating criminal deception as the
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investigation progressed on
the roadside. K-9 Pinka was
utilized, which resulted in a
probable cause search of the
vehicle. During that search,
202 grams of raw heroin and
14 grams of cocaine were
recovered from concealed
areas in the vehicle.
Both Gonzalez and his
passenger, Jackson, were
arrested at the scene without incident.
Probable cause was
found to charge Gonzalez,

See HEROIN, A5
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