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Church’s summer literacy project shows progress
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

A literacy program fund-
ed by the Duke Endowment 
and offered at the Red Oak 
United Methodist Church 
this summer had a success-
ful run, according to new 
data.

The literacy program, 
which was offered at Red 
Oak and eleven other Unit-
ed Methodist churches 
across the state this sum-
mer, is showing promising 
results in helping early read-
ers avoid the learning loss 
that can happen over the 
long school break, accord-

ing to a press release from 
Red Oak United Methodist 
Church.

“High quality summer 
reading and learning pro-
grams can prevent the 
‘summer slide’ — and even 
give students a boost,” the 
Rev. David Joyner, senior 
pastor of Red Oak United 
Methodist Church, said in 
the release. “It’s exciting for 
our congregation to be able 
to offer this program and 
help make a difference in a 
child’s life.”

The Duke Endowment 
launched the literacy ini-
tiative in 2012 to help rural 
churches provide a sum-

mer-learning intervention 
for elementary school stu-
dents in their communities. 
In 2019, the first summer 
Red Oak United Methodist 
participated, the program 
served 235 students across 
the state. Long-term plans 
include conducting a rigor-
ous impact evaluation and 
potentially replicating the 
model to help struggling 
readers in rural areas across 
the state, the release said.

“Through its Rural 
Church program area, the 
Duke Endowment seeks to 
help North Carolina congre-
gations fulfill their calling 
to their communities,” said 

Kristen Richardson-Frick, 
the program area’s associ-
ate director. “We’re pleased 
to support churches that 
want to embrace this spe-
cial opportunity for impact.”

This past summer, evalua-
tors used the Lexia RAPID As-
sessment to glean information 
about student reading and 
language abilities. The RAP-
ID Assessment predicts the 
likelihood that students will 
reach grade-level reading suc-
cess by the end of the school 
year, produces a profile of 
strengths and weaknesses in 
language and reading skills 
and measures changes in 
reading skills over time.

Aggregately, the church 
programs had a positive ef-
fect on student reading as 
measured by the RAPID As-
sessment. Students across 
all sites together made sig-
nificant gains in raw scores 
for reading success probabil-
ity, word reading, vocabulary 
pairs and following direc-
tions. According to survey 
results, there was also a posi-
tive effect on student reading 
behaviors, attitudes toward 
reading, intrinsic motivation 
and home literacy environ-
ment, the release said.

With funding from the 
endowment, each church 
recruits early elementary 

school students in need of 
literacy intervention. The 
program runs for six weeks 
for five days and is hosted in 
church buildings. Certified 
teachers provide reading in-
struction each morning, and 
enrichment opportunities 
are offered each afternoon.

The program also pro-
vides breakfast and lunch 
and engages parents or 
guardians through weekly 
workshops.

“We can see that this 
model has helped students 
improve their reading 
skills,” Richardson-Frick 

City Council 
bids farewell 
to comrades

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Mayor David Combs gave 
his farewell remarks at the 
recent City Council meet-
ing, emphasizing his philos-
ophy is not to look back.

Combs, who has been in 
office since 2007 and opted 
not to seek re-election this 
year, spoke briefly near the 
end of an approximately 
one-hour-and-20-minute-
long session on Nov. 25.

Combs drew applause 
when he expressed appreci-
ation to his wife, Catherine, 
for her support.

Additionally, Combs ex-
pressed appreciation to the 
municipal employees, say-
ing, “You have a different 
perspective when you’re not 
always engaged on a day-to-
day basis. And I can tell you 
the employees of this city 
do an incredible job.”

N o t i n g 
many mu-
nicipal de-
p a r t m e n t 
heads were 
in the au-
d i e n c e , 
C o m b s 
told them, 
“Hopeful-
ly, you can 

relay this message back to 
the folks that work with you 
and your different depart-
ments.”

He added, “Everybody 
may not always agree — but 
I can tell you on a day-to-day 
basis, the people that work 
for this city do an incredible 
job.”

He said he is leaving with 
bittersweet feelings and not-
ed although there has not 
always been agreements at 
the council table, a lot has 

Officials to leave posts

Princeville recovery 
plans move forward

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

TARBORO — A plan to 
offer Princeville residents 
the opportunity to get out 
of the Tar River flood plain 
that has plagued the com-
munity for the entirety of its 
existence is advancing fol-
lowing the approval by the 
town’s Board of Commis-
sioners of a master plan de-
veloped by S&ME, a Raleigh 
engineering firm.

The plan calls for the 
planned development of a 
53-acre tract of land cradled 
in the northwest corner of 
the intersection of U.S. 64 
and Shiloh Farm Road and 
abutting Princeville’s exist-
ing Southern Terrace neigh-
borhood.

“S&ME is now working 
on a preliminary engineer-
ing plan, which will eventu-

ally allow for the planning 
and installation of infra-
structure,” said Andrew De-
Ionno, community devel-
opment manager for the 
Wilson-based Upper Coast-
al Plain Council of Govern-
ments. DeIonno is working 
with Princeville Town Man-
ager Glenda Knight and the 
myriad agencies partici-
pating in the community’s 
recovery from Hurricane 
Matthew in 2016.

While visible work has 
languished in the 37-plus 
months post-Matthew, De-
Ionno said a number of 
things are getting ready to 
happen following the ap-
proval of a floor plan for the 
Town Hall building.

“Oakley Collier is the ar-
chitects for the senior cen-
ter and museum and is the 

Woman returns home to open store
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

After working in fashion 
merchandising and for an 
interior designer in Raleigh, 
Amanda Blanton has returned 
to Rocky Mount to open a 
boutique, Claire de Lune.

Blanton, 29, a 2013 grad-
uate of Meredith College, 
has been in business for ap-
proximately seven weeks 
in space she extensively 
renovated at the Shoppes 
at Stoney Creek in the 2900 
block of Zebulon Road.

Claire de Lune is just steps 
away from where Blanton 
had started working in retail 
for Susan Sabiston, who had 
owned what was Stephanie’s.

“Growing up at a very 
young age, I was obsessed 
with fashion,” Blanton said. 
“I saw it as an art, more or 
less — and the textures, the 
colors and fabrics is what 
intrigued me.”

Blanton said she start-
ed working at Stephanie’s 
when she was 16 and said 
that as a student at Mere-
dith, she majored in fashion 
merchandising and minored 
in business and French.

Blanton said her résumé 
includes having worked at 
Monkee’s and Uniquities 
when she was a Meredith 
student and worked at Nest 
Interiors after she graduated.

She said she considers 
Rocky Mount near and dear 
to her heart and added, “I’m 
a big homebody.”

She also said she sees 
a pattern of young people 
from Rocky Mount return-
ing to live in the city.

And she said she likes the 
slower pace, the lighter traf-
fic and the tight-knit sense of 
community in Rocky Mount 
compared to the “zoom-
zoom-zoom” life in Raleigh.

As for where she got the 
name for the boutique, she 
said she has long had a fas-
cination for astronomy and 
the moon and said Claire de 
Lune stands for light of the 
moon or moonlight.

She said she seeks to of-

fer both forward-thinking 
and traditional clothing and 
accessories and said the 
shoppers are quite diverse.

“We’ve got 16-year-olds 
that come in here,” she 
said. “We’ve got 85-year-old 
women that come in here. 
And that’s what we’ve been 
careful to do, is pick out 
something for everybody, 
something that everybody 
can come and find.”

Blanton has been relying 
on social media, specifical-
ly Facebook and Instagram, 
to help get the word out 
about the boutique.

“Actually, we’ve done 
zero advertising,” Blanton 
said. “I started an Instagram 
page before we opened up. 
And the majority of the cus-
tomers that come in recog-
nized us through the Insta-
gram page, so that’s how 
they knew about us.”

Blanton said the bou-
tique being in the same 
business center with the 
popular Barley and Burger 
restaurant helps.

“What I tell people is you 
can go grab a burger, get 
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Amanda Blanton, left, and her mother, Jerri Blanton, co-owners of Clair de Lune, pose for a portrait Tuesday at 
their new boutique at the Shoppes at Stoney Creek.
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Sherry Roberts, left, and her daughter, Eliza Roberts, look at clothing on Tuesday 
while shopping at Clair de Lune at the Shoppes at Stoney Creek.
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