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COVINGTON — The bridge span-
ning the Yellow River on Ac-
cess Road reopened Thursday 
afternoon after work to replace 
it was completed.

The bridge had been closed 
since Oct. 18, 2021, when work 
began to dismantle it. The day 
after work began, a span of the 
bridge collapsed, killing one 
construction worker and seri-
ously injuring another.

A U.S. Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 

investigation later determined 
that Georgia Bridge and Con-
crete, the primary contractor 
on the job, and B&D Concrete 
Cutting of Atlanta failed to fol-
low required safety standards 
that could have prevented the 
bridge collapse.

During the collapse, a con-
crete saw weighing more than 
1,700 pounds struck and killed 
a worker employed by B&D 
Concrete Cutting. A second 
B&D worker was injured and 
had to be hospitalized.

Following the collapse, a 500-
ton crane was brought to the 

site to remove a pickup truck, 
an excavator and other equip-
ment that fell to the river below 
when the bridge span collapsed.

The OSHA investigation con-
cluded the companies failed to 
ensure a competent inspector 
had performed an engineering 
survey of the bridge before al-
lowing workers to begin the 
dismantling.

In addition, company per-
sonnel did not ensure proce-
dures were in place to prevent 
structures from being over-
stressed during dismantling 
operations, exposing workers 

to falling hazards.
Georgia Bridge and Concrete 

was awarded a $3.065 million 
contract by the Georgia Depart-
ment of Transportation in May 
2021 to reconstruct the bridge 
and approaches on Access Road. 
The bridge replacement is part 
of the I-20 — Almon Road in-
terchange area project.

Access Road is a major east-
west route to and from down-
town Covington, carrying more 
than 9,000 vehicles per day. Ac-
cording to GDOT, the original 
bridge, built in 1937, had been 
declared structurally deficient.

Yellow River bridge on Access Road reopens to traffic

By Alice Queen
alice.queen@rockdalecitizen.com

COVINGTON — A requirement 
that the Salvation Army repay 
misappropriated COVID-relief 
funds it allocated to area resi-
dents won’t adversely impact the 
Covington Service Center’s work 
in the community, according to a 
Salvation Army official.

“There will be no impact on the 
local service center or its ability to 
serve those in need,” said Major 
Bob Parker, commander of The 
Salvation Army Metro Atlanta. 
“Nothing has changed as far as 

we are concerned. The Salvation 
Army has been here 100 years, 
and we are going to continue to 
serve.”

Parker said any funds the Sal-
vation Army is responsible for 
returning to the county will be 
repaid, but those funds will not 
come from local funds or from 
donations in Newton County.

“The Salvation Army will fund 
that from non-local funds so we 
can be true to our contract,” Park-
er said.

The Covington-Newton County 
Salvation Army celebrated its 58th 
year of service to the community 

this year. The Covington Service 
Center on Washington Street op-
erates a food pantry, Family Store, 
donation center and social services 
office. Services include financial 
assistance for rent, mortgage, utili-
ties, and medical needs as well as 
assistance with clothing, disaster 
relief, Christmas assistance, the 
Red Kettle Program and more.

Newton County contracted with 
the Salvation Army in April to 
manage disbursement of rent, 
mortgage and utility assistance 
to area residents from the coun-
ty’s American Rescue Plan Act 
funds. In October, the Covington 

Police Department arrested Sal-
vation Army employee Christal 
De’shai Guthrie, 44, and charged 
her with felony theft by taking and 
11 counts of felony making false 
statements or writings related 
to the fraudulent disbursement 
of rental assistance. According 
to warrants for Guthrie’s arrest, 
she allegedy used “fake landlords” 
to have rental assistance sent to 
landlords who do not exist or do 
not own rental property.

The amount of questionable 
allocations could top $187,000, 

ARPA funds repayment won’t impact local Salvation Army

From staff  reports

CONYERS — Rockdale Coun-
ty Public Schools’ graduation 
rate for the 2022 five-year co-
hort increased for the third 
consecutive year, accord-
ing to the Georgia Depart-
ment of Education. RCPS’ 
five-year graduation rate for 
2022 increased to 87.21%, up 
from 86.12% last year. This 
is above the state’s five-year 
graduation rate of 85.85% 
for the Class of 2022. The 
RCPS graduation rate for the 
four-year cohort, reported in 
October, was down slightly 
to 81.24%. This means more 
than four out of five RCPS 
students are graduating on 
time and nearly nine out of 
10 are graduating within five 
years.

“This is the third consecu-
tive year we have increased 
the graduation rate for the 
five-year cohort, which speaks 
to our students’ persistence 
in acquiring their high school 
diploma,” said RCPS Superin-
tendent Dr. Terry Oatts. “Ide-
ally, we want our students to 
graduate high school in four 
years, but ultimately, we want 
them to graduate and pursue 
their postsecondary aspira-
tions. We certainly understand 
the challenges our students 
have faced during the last 
few years, and we commend 
them for their perseverance 
in reaching the milestone 
of high school graduation.”

According to the Georgia 
Department of Education, 
the four-year adjusted co-
hort graduation rate is re-
quired by federal law. For 
the purpose of accountabil-
ity through Georgia’s Col-
lege and Career Ready Per-
formance Index (CCRPI), 

C
ovington kicked off the holi-
day season with music, lights 
and community spirit at the 

annual Lighting of the Square 
Thursday evening. The crowds of 
merry-makers were entertained 
by performances by Noah Riley 
Teal, Oxford College of Emory 
University Chorale, Alcovy High 
School, Newton County Chorus, 
Eastside High School, Newton 
County Chorus, Newton High 
School Chorus, Newton County 
Community Band, and The Arts 
Association in Newton County 
Little Singers, Singing Children 
and Youth Singers.

S’mores were provided Newton 
Federal Bank. The large Christmas 
tree on the Square was donated 
by the Miller family of Newton 
County, with Above All Tree Ser-
vice doing the work to cut, trans-
port and set up the tree. Great Es-
tates contributed greenery, lights 
and decorations to create a festive 
atmosphere, and Live Event So-
lutions provided a stage display 
celebrating Covington’s 200th 
anniversary. Santa was on hand 
to pull the switch for the official 
lighting of the Newton County 

Courthouse, and fireworks pro-
vided by Pyrotecnico capped the 
evening’s festivities.

For more photos of the Lighting 
of the Square, see the gallery at 
www.rockdalenewtoncitizen.com.

Rockdale 
five-year 
grad rate 
increases 
for 2022

This Grinch couldn’t steal the holiday spirit in the air at Thursday’s Lighting 
of the Square in Covington. Sharing in the holiday fun with the Grinch is 
Victoria Garcia, a student at Rocky Plains Elementary School.

Special Photo

The Yellow River bridge on Access Road west 
of Covington reopened Thursday, Nov. 27, 
after being closed for more than a year.

Sign up to get Citizen newsletters at www.rockdalenewtoncitizen.com/newsletters.

Lighting of the Square 
welcomes the holidays

Staff Photos: Sue Ann Kuhn-Smith

Music was in the air Thursday night at the annual Lighting of the Square in Covington. Here, Alan Fowler directs 
the Newton County Community Band in a performance of holiday favorites.
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