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Conyers increases police officer starting pay by 18%.:.

By Alice Queen

alice.queen@rockdalecitizen.com

CONYERS Fhe Conyers City
Council is aggressively working
to hire police officers, last week
voting to increase the starting
salary for entry level officers by
10%. New police officers will also

receive a $3,000 signing bonus.
The council approved a new pay
scale setting the starting salary
for police officers at $46,788,
outpacing starting salaries for
surrounding jurisdictions and ex -
ceeding even the Cobb County and
Dunwoody Police departments.

The new salary scale takes effect have as an agency,” said Deputy

Jan. 1, 2022. The city’s previous
starting salary for a police offi-
cer was $42,500.

“We are seeking out the best
people that want to be Conyers
Police officers and 911 opera
tors, and those that contribute to
the public service ethos that we
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Chief Scott Freeman. “Our may-
or and City Council stand firmly
behind the men and women in
uniform, and this new pay in -

crease sends a strong signal of

their support and desire to hire
and retain the best of the best.
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Pfc. Charles Denver Barger

The story o
one forgotten
‘national hero

By Pete Mecca
Special to the Citizen

Most Americans believe that
Sergeant Alvin York of Pall Mall,
Tenn., was the most decorated
American soldier of The Great
War, better known as WWI.
Indeed, York was a national
hero and a man of extraordi-
nary courage; his feats in com
bat were certainly worthy of his
various decorations, including
the Medal of Honor. The 1941
film, “Sergeant York,” starring
Gary Cooper, was the highest-
grossing movie that year plus
made Sergeant York a house
hold name for the second time

Special Photo  t0 New generations of Americans.

Nonetheless, the most decorated

American soldier of WWI was
born into the notorious Staffel -
bach gang from Galena, Kan., in
1892. His mother ran a house
of ill-repute out of her home,
and several grown sons, all of
whom were disreputable charac-
ters, were in and out of trouble
for a variety of petty crimes. By
the time the baby boy, Charles,
turned five years old in 1897, his
father and two older brothers
were arrested for the murder of
a disruptive and a bit too persis-
tent gentleman caller who kept
demanding his ‘special girl’ in
the wee hours of the morning.
Unable to manage family con-
cerns, the mother gave up Charles
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Commentary: Honoring all the Greatest Ger

his Veteran's Day | have
I a bone to pick with Tom
Brokaw. In his celebrat-
ed book, “The Greatest Gen
eration,” Mr. Brokaw
alleges my parents
and their canasta club
buddies were some
how special. Really?
What did this gener-
ation do that was so
special?

Well, let's take a
brief look at a few
of their accomplish-
ments. They ended Adolf
Hitler's reign of death and
destruction — they island-
hopped all the way across
the vast Pacific Ocean into
Tokyo Bay — they out-pro-
duced all the other countries
of the world combined — and
in their spare time builtare -
ally noisy devise called the
atomic bomb.

You bet'cha, my parents’
generation was indeed a gen
eration of greatness. There
was, and always will be, some
thing very special about The
Greatest Generation. Over a
quarter million were killed in
combat and over a quarter

Pete Mecca

million were listed as wound -
ed in action. Sadly, many
who died remain unknown
or forgotten, except by those
who visit our national
cemeteries, or perhaps
by a tourist who may
notice a local monu-
ment.

Over 250,000
Killed in Action;
that is indeed a heart-
breaking number, but
as cold as this may
sound, 250,000 is
just a number. It is the vet-
eran who can look beyond
the numbers and recognize
the fallen as a human be
ing ... a shipmate, a foxhole
buddy, your copilot or tail-
gunner, the man you trust-
ed to do their job, the man
you trusted with your life, a
good friend whose dreams
of a wife and children and a
future were never realized.

Almost as unnoticed as
their dead brothers are the
remaining survivors of WWII.
Most have chosen to remain
silent about their experiences
on Omaha Beach or Okina
wa, in the jungles of Burma,

the ‘shot heard around/
the world” to Shiloi to)
Saipan to Saigon to Saudi Arabiar
and to Syriay, mearly,2zmitlion
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or on a Navy destroyer try-
ing desperately to ward off

Japanese Kamikaze attacks.

Or perhaps they remember
praying they'd live beyond
their 25th B-17 mission over
Nazi Germany.

It has been and will con-
tinue to be my mission to
seek out our veterans to of
fer them an opportunity to
tell their story. Their voices

are the voices of history; not
just the printed words in a
history book. Their stories
come from broken hearts;
not the cold hearts of poli-
ticians who never served.
Their stories can be trusted,
unlike the words of those who
lack the courage to wear the
uniform.

But “The” Greatest Gen
eration — are they really the

veterans of WWII? My father
said, “No!”

My father served in WWII
for more than three years
in the China-Burma-India
Theater of Operations. Dad
flew over the Hump, better
known as the Himalayan
Mountain Range. At the end
of WWII the Himalayans
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Stay connected with the
Newton Citizen online,
where you can submit
news tips, browse photo
galleries and sign up to
receive headlines digi-
tally at rockdalenewton-
citizen.com/newsletter.
Send us engagements,
wedding, births or anni-
versaries under “Submit
your news” on the home

page.

Newton achieves more than $500,000 in utility cos

From staff reports

COVINGTON “Fwo years af
ter entering into a contract for
utility cost oversight, Newton
County has reportedly saved
more than $550,228.

In October 2019, County Man-
ager Lloyd Kerr presented the
board with a proposal to contract
with Alexander Tomas and Asso
ciates to provide oversight and
analysis of the county’s utility
bills to determine if the county
was being charged correctly.

“If it is determined we are
paying more than we should be
paying, they would meet with
the utility provider to make sure
that we are then billed correctly

and seek any kind of repayment
possible,” Kerr said at the time.

Alexander Tomas and Associ
ates charged the county a per
centage of any utility payments
they recovered.

According to the county, since
approving the contract in Oc-
tober 2019, the county has im-
proved utility pricing and ob -
tained refunds for a total savings
of $354,808, or 12% of total util -
ity expenditures in year one and
$195,420, or 6.5% in year two.

Following a recommenda-
tion by Kerr Tuesday, Nov. 2,
the Board of Commissioners
voted unanimously to expand
the contract with Alexander To-
mas and Associates to include

the monitoring of some build -
ings not previously covered and
to include the county’s various
contracts with Verizon Wireless.

According to a press release
from Alexander Tomas and As-
sociates (ATA), the agreement
with the county grew out of cost-
cutting concerns.

“We had a number of older
buildings and some new,” Ker
is quoted as stating. “No bill au-
dits had ever been done. Utility
billing is something that can be
very complex. We wanted to make
sure that we were being billed
correctly and that we were being
as efficient as possible with the
equipment that we had.”

The process began with ATA

capturing historical utility billing
and usage data in its technology
platform (Utility TRX). This first
step provided the foundation for
the cost-cutting efforts. Equipped
with the UtilityTRX exception
reporting, Jason Johnson, direc-
tor of Building Services, worked
to mitigate obscure issues that
fall below traditional account -
ing systems’ radar.

Some of the more common is
sues identified included equip-
ment malfunctions, leaks, and
building control optimization
opportunities. In the next step,
ATA’s specially trained team
members were tasked with scru-
tinizing monthly utility charges,
while optimizing pricing and

rates. Finally, UtilityTRX tech -

nologies were used to measure
and validate, or dispute, energy
savings-based invoices for the
2018 HVAC system upgrades
provided by ABM.

“Newton County is one of our
great success stories,” said Alex
Tomas, president of ATA. “We
look forward to our ongoing
efforts in partnering with the
county to manage their utility
expenses. The Newton County
Board of Commissioners is ac
tively considering Phase Il Re-
al-Time HVAC Oversight that
will protect HVAC assets from
premature disrepair, while re -
ducing maintenance and labor
costs. And that's exciting!”



