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UGA moves to No. 1 for first time since 2008, Page A8

By Beth Slaughter Sexton
Staff Correspondent

Editor’s note: This is the first in a series 
of interviews with candidates in the 10th 
Congressional District race. For a full Q&A 
with candidate Kimberly Clark Reuter, 
go to www.rockdalenewtoncitizen.com.

“I want to be the change I seek.” Kim-
berly Clark Reuter says that’s one of her 
favorite sayings. The 33-year-old moth-
er of three is hoping to be that change 
by winning the U.S. Congressional 10th 
District seat with a platform that ranges 
from supporting a $15 minimum wage to 
climate change measures to greater regu-
lations and fees for corporations.

A Democrat, this is the first time Reuter 
has ever sought public office.

“I kind of decided to jump right in,” she 
said. “I was looking around for what office 
needed the more progressive values that 
I champion, and Jody Hice’s seat looked 
like it needed to be flipped. Right now, 
it’s just an open seat.”

Hice, a Republican is not seeking re-
election to Congress, but rather running 
to unseat Georgia Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger.

A resident of Johns Creek, Reuter grew 
up in Loganville, having gone to Logan-
ville Primary, Elementary, Middle and 
High schools, She says she has always 
been “fairly political.”

“I’ve always had opinions and things I 
wanted to say,” she said. “I wanted to get 
involved more actively probably around 
mid-March when the Senate voted to not 

include the $15 minimum wage in the 
COVID relief package. That would have 
helped a lot of people. I was just very tired 
of sitting back and watching politicians 
disregard what people needed either to 
appease their donors or to create drama. 
I got tired of sitting back and watching 
that. I said I’m going to run for Congress 
and see if I can make a difference...”

While her last two jobs have been $15-an-
hour jobs, Reuter says in her early 20s, she 
had to work two jobs to make ends meet.

“Each of those jobs paid $7.65 an hour,” 
she recalls. “That’s barely over the mini-
mum wage... A $15 minimum wage is 
essentially a living wage for people. I 
know, I’ve had experience with this and 
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CONYERS — Mayor Vince Evans 
and members of the Conyers City 
Council met in a work session 
Oct. 6 to prioritize spending of 
the $6 million-plus the city will 
receive in federal funding under 
the American Rescue Plan Act.

The mayor and council mem-
bers reviewed a list of items com-
piled by city staff members and 
agreed by consensus to move 
forward with a prioritized list. If 
approved as proposed, an incen-
tive for city employees to become 
vaccinated is the top priority with 
an expenditure of $87,500, fol -
lowed by premium pay for first 

responders and essential work-
ers at $795,000.

Based on council discussions 
last week, the city will pay each 
employee who is vaccinated $500. 
Premium pay for police officers 
will be $5,000 per officer who has 
more than a year of tenure. Those 
with less than a year will receive 
$2,500, and those with less than 

six months will receive $1,000. All 
other essential workers with more 
than a year of tenure will receive 
$4,000; those with six months 
up to a year will receive $2,000; 
and all others with less than six 
months will receive $1,000. Part-
time emloyees who are eligible 

Conyers prioritizes vaccine incentive, premium 
pay for essential workers from ARPA funding
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COVINGTON — The Covington City 
Council approved by a 4-1 vote on 
Sept. 20 extending a moratorium on 
acceptance of rezoning applications, 
preliminary plat petitions, and special 
use permit requests for residential de-
velopment until Feb. 20, 2022, to give 
the city’s planning department time 
to look at current zoning ordinances 
and infrastructure needs.

The council initially approved an 
emergency 30-day moratorium at a 
called meeting on Aug. 24 after City 
Manager Scott Andrews said the city 
has more than 5,000 residential units 
that have been approved or are in the 
process of being approved and the city 
needed to look at its infrastructure 
and zoning codes to make sure they 
are prepared for the growth.

City Attorney Frank Turner said 
when the council approved the 30-
day moratorium that it would not af -
fect any building permit in the zoning 
department’s pipeline for property 
currently zoned residential, any res-
idential development for which con -
struction plans have been submitted 
on or prior to Aug. 24, or any zoning, 
preliminary plat, or special use request 
from a landowner who has already had 

From staff reports

OXFORD — Oxford College of 
Emory University renamed a his-
toric campus building after the late 
Judge Horace J. Johnson Jr., an 
Oxford alumnus who became the 
first Black judge to serve on the Su-
perior Court in the Alcovy Judicial 
Circuit, and established an endow-
ment for need-based scholarships 
in his honor.

Emory University President Greg-
ory L. Fenves joined Oxford College 
Dean Douglas A. Hicks at the re-
naming ceremony on Friday, Oct. 8.

“Today we gather to remember 
and honor an extraordinary alum -
nus, Judge Horace Johnson, as we 
rename one of Oxford’s central 
academic buildings in his name,” 
Hicks told the gathering of more 
than 300 that included Johnson’s 
family, leaders from local com-
munity organizations, and Oxford 
faculty, staff and students. “Today 
Language Hall, which has been at 
the center of academic life at Ox-
ford for almost 150 years, becomes 

Johnson Hall. Witnessing his name 
prominently featured at the heart 
of Oxford College, at the heart of 
Emory University, adds life to this 
community.”

Johnson graduated from Oxford 
College in 1977 and Emory’s Goi-
zueta School of Business in 1979. 
He went on to become the first 
Black judge to serve on the Superior 
Court in the Alcovy Judicial Circuit, 

which includes Georgia’s Newton 
and Walton Counties, serving from 
2002 until his untimely death in 
2020. Among his many contribu -
tions to Oxford, he served almost 
30 years on the college’s Board of 
Counselors and mentored count-
less students and alumni.

The University Committee on 
Naming Honors, which was es-
tablished in 2019 to review his-
toric names represented on cam-
pus, embraced the name change 
from Language Hall to Johnson 
Hall. Fenves, recalling a time in 
the university’s history when tal -
ented African American students 
and faculty members were not al-
lowed to learn, teach and thrive 
at Emory, celebrated Johnson’s 
achievements, his values and his 
lifelong dedication to public service.

“Judge Johnson did so much 
for the people of Newton County, 
Atlanta, and the state of Georgia. 
As an attorney and judge, he was 
known for making history himself, 

NAMING HONOR
Oxford College renames historic building  
in honor of late Judge Horace J. Johnson
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Judge Horace J. Johnson Jr.
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Left to right: The late Judge Horace J. Johnson Jr.’s son H. James Johnson III, Oxford College Dean Doug-
las A. Hicks, Judge Johnson’s widow, Michelle Bryant Johnson, and his son Bryant Johnson stand in front 
of the new nameplate for Johnson Hall, formerly the Language Hall.

Minimum wage issue spurred Reuter to join Congressional race
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Kimberly Clark Reuter is running in the Democrat 
Primary for Georgia’s 10th Congressional District.SEE REUTER, A5

Special Photo

The Covington City Council has extend-
ed a residential rezoning moratorium 
until Feb. 20, 2022 to give zoning staff 
time to study the impact future residen-
tial projects could have on the city’s 
infrastructure.

SEE ZONING, A3

SEE JUDGE, A3

SEE ARPA, A3
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Stay connected with the 
Newton Citizen online, 
where you can submit 
news tips, browse photo 
galleries and sign up to 
receive headlines digi-
tally at rockdalenewton-
citizen.com/newsletter.  
Send us engagements, 
wedding, births or anni-
versaries under “Submit 
your news” on the home 
page.


