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11-year-old finds 
massive mullusk

NARRAGANSETT, R.I. 
(AP) — An 11-year-old 
Rhode Island boy clamming 
with his grandfather found a 
giant quahog that is thought 
to be one of the largest ever 
harvested in state waters.

Cooper Monaco, of Wake-
field, found the massive mol-
lusk Monday in the Weeka-
paug section of Westerly, and 
donated it to the University 
of Rhode Island’s Marine 
Science Research Facility in 
Narragansett, the university 
said in a statement Thursday.

The clam is 5.75 inches 

across and weighs nearly 
2 1/2 pounds . The state De-
partment of Environmental 
Management does not keep 
quahog records, but a typi-
cal quahog grows to about 4 
inches across, the university 
said.

“I was down on my hands 
and knees in the water look-

ing for clams, and I touched 
this huge rock thing,” Coo-
per said in the statement. “I 
always pull out rocks and 
throw them to the side and 
look under them. And then 
I felt the edge of it and I 
thought, ‘holy moly, this is 
a clam.’ So I pulled it out. It 
was amazing.”

TODAY’S ODDITY

By WESLEY DEHNE
Staff Writer, The Sentinel

The Rochester Board of Public 
Works and Safety on Thursday 
unanimously approved a contract 
with Commonwealth Engineers 
for design of wastewater utility im-
provement projects.

Commonwealth Engineers’ cost 
for design and bidding services is 
$487,700. That figures covers a to-
tal of 10 proposed projects for not 
only the city’s wastewater treat-
ment plant but also its lift stations.

“I know it’s a big number. It is a 
big project,” said Commonwealth 
Engineers Project Manager Jeremy 
Schmitt.

Funding would come through 
the State Revolving Fund Loan 
Program, which is administered 
by the Indiana Finance Authority 
and provides low-interest loans to 

municipalities for wastewater and 
drinking water infrastructure im-
provement projects.

Commonwealth Engineers’ de-
sign proposal was based on a 
recently completed preliminary 
engineering report and follows a 
public hearing on July 2, in which 
the anticipated project scope and 
associated costs were discussed.

Commonwealth Engineers will 
provide design, permitting and 
bidding services for the following 
projects, with individual cost esti-
mates included:

 ■ Replace influent mechanical 
screen – $204,800

The existing headworks screen 
will be removed, the channel mod-
ified, and a new mechanical screen 
installed.

 ■ Rehabilitate plant wet well – 
$551,000

The pumps in the wet well for 

the first stage, second stage trick-
ling filter and bio-tower will be re-
placed. Variable frequency drives 
will be installed to improve the 
efficiency and reliability of this 
equipment. Improvements will be 
made to the concrete tank as well, 
including concrete repair and ac-
cess improvements. This also is 
anticipated to include some piping 
replacements.

 ■ Upgrade anaerobic digester – 
$1,074,000

Both digester tanks will require 
draining, cleaning, inspection and 
concrete repair. Improvements 
to the tanks include new floating 
covers, internal mixing and gas 
collection equipment, gas safety 
equipment, hot water generator, 
heat exchanger pumps, high level 
alarm, piping and valves.

 ■ Install bio-bag sludge dewater-
ing system – $370,200

A biosolids bagging system for 
dewatering will be added to the 
plant within the footprint of the 
biosolids drying beds. This system 
will include a shelter to keep rain 
off the system.

 ■ Install UV disinfection system 
– $408,800

A new UV disinfection system 
will be installed to replace the ex-
isting chlorine disinfection system. 
The existing chlorine contact tank 
will be modified to accommodate 
the UV system.

 ■ Install clarifier improvements 
– $213,500

The telescoping valves for all 
nine clarifiers will be replaced 
and added to the SCADA system 
for automatic control. In addition, 
trough covers will be added to two 
clarifiers to eliminate algae growth.

 ■ Install WWTP SCADA, new 
controls and meters – $308,200

Prove a SCADA system at the 
wastewater treatment plant which 
will monitor and control equip-
ment throughout the plant. Some 
of the locations include effluent 
flow meter, proposed UV system, 
supernatant flow meter, biosolids 
bagging system, plant wet well 
pumps, etc. This work will include 
providing power and control wir-
ing to these locations as needed.

 ■ Install WWTP security camer-
as – $327,400

Provide security cameras at the 
wastewater treatment plant and at 
the collection system lift stations 
which will feed back to the plant. 
This will include providing power 
and cables to these locations.

 ■ Install automatic gate openers 
at the north and south entrances – 
$27,100

City OKs $487K design contract

A HELPING HAND

The Sentinel photo / Leah Sander 

United We Stand Ministries’ food pantry received a $3,000 gift from the Akron United Methodist Church Endow-
ment Fund. The money will be used to buy paper products and other related items for distribution that clients 
cannot buy with food stamps. From left: United We Stand President George Graham, Akron United Methodist 
Church Pastor David Eaton and United We Stand Advocate Laura Bickle.

Budget presentations

The Fulton County Council meets 
at 9 a.m. Aug 4 and 5 at the Fulton 
County Office Building to hear de-
partment budget presentations.

The public may dial-in by calling 
224-4198. The participant number 
is 036913.

Library board
Akron Library Board meets at 

7 p.m. Tuesday in the library’s 
Community Room.

On the agenda is approval of July 
claims, review of the 2021 budget, 
ongoing review of the library’s 
COVID-19 policy and renewal of 
the resolution for the ISL Consor-
tium for internet access.

Blood drive
Tippecanoe Valley High School is 

the site of an American Red Cross 
blood drive from noon-6 p.m. Fri-
day.

Donors are asked to schedule an 
appointment and are required to 
wear a face covering or mask.

Donation appointments can be 
made by downloading the free 
Blood Donor App, visiting Red-
CrossBlood.org or calling 800-733-
2767.

To protect the health and safety 
of Red Cross staff and donors, in-
dividuals who do not feel well or 
who believe they may be ill with 
COVID-19 should postpone their 
donation.

Caston registration
Caston welcomes new students 

and their families for registration 
from 1-7 p.m. Monday in the school 
cafeteria.

Those who are unable to attend 
should contact Jennifer Lukens, 
lukensj@caston.k12.in.us, for stu-
dents who will be in grades K-5, 
and Chuck Evans, evansc@caston.
k12.in.us, for students who will be 
in grades 6-12, to set up a personal 
appointment.

Registration for all students previ-
ously attending Caston will be done 
virtually. Parents will receive in-
formation from their child’s school 
with registration information.

Caston’s first student day of school 
is scheduled for Aug. 17.

For information, call the school 
office at 574-598-8000 on or after 
Saturday.

Public defenders
The Fulton County Board of Pub-

lic Defender Administration will 

meet at 4 p.m. Aug. 12 at 810 Main 
St.

Buying licenses
The Indiana Department of Natu-

ral Resources has announced a new 
portal to allow Hoosiers to buy hunt-
ing, fishing and trapping licenses.

Access Indiana is a “safe, secure 
and easy” way for Indiana residents 
to maneuver through the different 
facets of state government through 
a single login. At the moment, there 
are 18 services offered through Ac-
cess Indiana.

Those that already have a DNR 
account to purchase licenses should 
receive an email with login infor-
mation. New DNR customers will 
need to create an Access Indiana ac-
count before applying for additional 
DNR-specific account information.

Create an Access Indiana account 
at https://access.IN.gov. For addi-
tional information on getting start-
ed, visit https://www.in.gov/access/
getting-started.html. Call Access In-
diana customer support at 800-457-
8283 for assistance with usernames 
or passwords, as the DNR will not 
be able to assist with this.

Find FAQs and other information 

TALK OF THE TOWN

See TOWN TALK, page A2

Find daily, under this headline, the 
latest COVID-19 news at it applies to 
those who live and work in The Sen-
tinel readership area:

The numbers
The number of positive COVID-19 

cases in Fulton County remained at 
134 from Thursday to Friday, accord-
ing to data reported to the Indiana 
State Department of Health.

There have been 1,958 tests admin-
istered to Fulton County residents.

The Indiana State Department of 
Health reports: 912 new positive tests 
for a total of 66,154; 11,586 new tests 
for a total of 747,383; and 19 new 
deaths for a total of 2,765.

It also now includes a test positivity 
figure. Between July 14 and July 22 
the test positivity rate was 7.1 percent 
with the total rate, since testing be-
gan, steady at 8.9 percent.

For counties surrounding Fulton, 
the Friday numbers, compared to the 
previous day: Marshall, 732, up 10; 
Kosciusko, 796, up eight; Wabash, 
151, up three; Miami, 247, up three; 
Cass, 1,740, no change; Pulaski, 71, 
up one; and Starke, 156, up two.

DOR timeline
The Indiana Department of Reve-

nue is restarting several previously 
delayed programs and initiatives that 
were temporarily modified due to 
COVID-19.

In late March 2020, DOR an-

nounced its “Helping Hoosiers” ini-
tiative which provided taxpayer relief 
during the COVID-19 pandemic by 
extending selected deadlines, ad-
justing payment plans and modify-
ing due dates. The DOR team also 
continued to operate all systems and 
services, while providing customer 
service via phone, email and online, 
all while processing a high volume 
of individual income tax returns and 
refunds during the 2020 tax season.

“Our team took quick action to sup-
port Hoosiers when the COVID chal-
lenges began. We also worked tire-
lessly throughout the last few months 
to ensure that our customers received 
the support they needed,” DOR 
Commissioner Bob Grennes said in 
a press release. “We are now begin-
ning the process of slowly restarting 
certain billing, collections and protest 
processes. This will help Hoosiers 
stay or become compliant with their 
Indiana tax obligations while provid-
ing much-needed funding to support 
public services.”

For more information on DOR’s 
Back on Track Plan, visit dor.in.gov/
coronavirus-information/.

Walorski calls for hearing
U.S. Rep. Jackie Walorski on Fri-

day called for the Select Subcom-
mittee on the Coronavirus Crisis to 
conduct a hearing on China’s efforts 

COVID-19 UPDATE

By CASEY SMITH
Associated Press/Report for America

INDIANAPOLIS — Just days af-
ter public schools around the state 
reopened their doors for the first time 
since March, at least one student and 
one school staff member have tested 
positive for the virus.

In the Greenfield-Central Commu-
nity School Corporation, 20 miles 
east of Indianapolis, a student tested 
positive for the virus on the first day 
back to class. Superintendent Har-
old Olin sent an email to parents of 
students at Greenfield-Central Junior 
High School Thursday afternoon 
notifying them that a student at the 
school had tested positive for the vi-
rus.

Olin told The Associated Press the 
district was notified of the positive 
test by the Hancock County Health 
Department and that the student at-

tended school only for part of the day 
Thursday. The student was tested for 
the virus days earlier, he said, and it 
appears the student attended school 
before receiving the results.

“This really doe not change our 
plans,” Olin said of reopening 
schools. “We knew that we would 
have a positive case at some point in 
the fall. We simply did not think it 
would happen on Day One.”

In response, the school district en-
acted its “Positive COVID-19 Test 
Protocol,” which included isolating 
the student in the school clinic. Dis-
trict and school nurses worked to 
identify other students or staff who 
may have come in close contact. 
Classrooms and areas where the stu-
dent spent time were also given spe-
cial cleanings.

Close contacts will have to 

Indiana student, school staff 
member test positive for the virus
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