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LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE

wih JANE AT THE LAKE.

“For over 37 years, I've been passionate about Smith Mountain Lake and what
! do, and now / look forward to helping you discover where your journey might begin.
The time to buy and sell has never been better, so get away from the crowds and
come make more memories at the Lake with those you love.”

- _]gne Sullivan Horne

=
- e

2 SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKER | JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024



Welcome Thank You for Voting

EDITOR'S NOTE
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Our 23rd Annual Best of
Smith Mountain Lake KE R= M E D
issue reveals who readers
chose as their favorite
people and places in
2023. Congratulations to
the winners OF SMITH MOU NTAIN LAKE
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1] Experience the BEST
- Book a Tee Time Today!

~ (540) 297-9393
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Simply
the Best

Bank of Botetourt

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US

BEST BANK!
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Susan >
Balderson

______

1123 Celebration; Ave.

(Ste.; 105 Moneta;,Val 241 , S

MyAgentSusan com
b (540) 427:'6'906
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In The
Garden

* ’ .
Piclured are @ miXkof annuals™
and perennials. Plants* include™ *
Salvia, Coleus, Zinnia,+iPetunia,

Angel Wing Begonia, *Elephan
Egr Caladiu. - -
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Mark’s Gartlern of Eden

HORTIGULTURE

story and photos by REED DILLON

ark Earnhardt isn't sure how to characterize

his attraction to horticulture. Hobby; passion,

obsession, addiction all seem to ring true.

That's evident upon arriving at the lakefront
property that Earnhardt has transformed his garden of Eden
in the North Lake area features an array of annual, perennial
and tropical plants, most of them started by seed and some
decades old.

Earnhardt caught the horticulture bug while in college,
although he came by his obsession honestly. Both of his
parents “had green thumbs” and were avid gardeners, he
said. His father worked as a produce manager at a local
supermarket in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, where
Earnhardt grew up.

The younger Earnhardt shared fond memories of his
parents clipping, pruning and caring for their 50-foot-by-
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100-foot garden. He recalled the bounty they harvested, and
how they canned their beans, peas, okra, squash, cucumbers,
onions, peppers and rhubarb, among other crops.

While attending N.C. State University for electrical
engineering, Earnhardt also took horticulture classes as

Earnhardt caught the horticulture bug
while in college, although he came
by his obsession honestly. Both of
his parents “had green thumbs”
and were avid gardeners.




electives and, to this day, still has the
descendants of the Spider, Cyperus
and Kalanchoe plants he grew in his
dorm room in the mid-"70s.

Earnhardt said he enjoys the
challenge of being able to grow
something that came from a simple
seed and relishes in the fact that this an
imperfectscience, a departure from his
former career as an electrical engineer.

“T'll have two pots next to each other
and I'll do exactly the same thing in
both, and one will grow and the other
will not,” he said as he gave a visitor a
tour of his property.

The self-described “seed collector”
is always on the lookout for unusual
plants and flowers whenever he
travels. Once Earnhardt collects the
seeds, he brings them home to see if
they’ll germinate and grow, often not
knowing the species or origin. If he
successfully cultivates it, he will then
look up what the species he’s grown.

The amateur botanist has an innate
curiosity and appreciation of nature's
beauty. He estimates he spends about
two hours a day during the summer
months watering, fertilizing and

Picflred are a mix
of anhudis @nd
perenniais=Plants
include:Salvia;

“ .. Coleus, Zinphigs=

Pefunia, AngelWing
Begonia Elephant Ear
Caladiuz., . :

From a trip to Florida Mark
brought back some mangrove
plants that he was able to
breed.

Carolina Reaper peppers, which looks
like crimson red Christmas ornaments,
are not to be toyed with, Mark
Earnhardt cautions.

pruning. Throughout the years Earnhardt
has learned what each plant likes and
doesnt, as well as how to sew seedlings,
splice, fertilize and nurture. Fertilization is
the key to a plant’s success, something that
most people forget to do.

Earnhardt and his wife, Marie, have
owned their waterfront property since
1990 and have lived their full time since
2010. Marie Earnhardtsaid she appreciates
the beauty of the plants and admires her
husband's passion for gardening, but
leaves the upkeep to him.

That’s something Earnhardt said he
takes pleasure in. Experimenting with
tropical plant varieties to see which ones
will take root in the mid-Atlantic climate
of Southwest Virginia is challenging
and rewarding. He’s had success with
bananas, different varieties of palm trees,
lemons, mangroves and peaches. Each
year, Earnhardt harvests around 300
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At the rear of the home are an assorted
variety of Agastasia, Seagrape, Salvia, Ferna,
Hyacinth Bean, Moon Flower, Passion Flower.

am T

o
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Sago.Palm f d@gd
in2006: Orll ally the
plan{wus 6 ihches tall
in a 4-inch pot.

The cornucopia of flora and
vegetation surrounding the front of
the Earnhardt home include Salvia,
Coleus, Zinnia, Petunia, Angel Wing
Begonia, Elephant Ear Caladiu
plants, along with Agastasia,
Seagrape, Salvia, Ferna, Hyacinth
Bean, Moon Flower, Passion Flower
around the back of the house.
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peaches from his peach tree and
dozens of lemons from a tree that
originally began as a 6-inch seedling
purchased in 1996 for $4.99.

The cornucopia of flora and
vegetation surrounding the front
of the Earnhardt home include
Salvia, Coleus, Zinnia, Petunia,
Angel Wing Begonia, Elephant
Ear Caladiu plants, along with
Agastasia, Seagrape, Salvia, Ferna,
Hyacinth Bean, Moon Flower,
Passion Flower around the back of
the house. There are two treasured
palm trees started as seedlings. A
Sago Palm purchased in 2005 and
a Majesty palm that Earnhardt
bought in 2012 for $3.97.

Earnhardt’s most coveted plants
are his hot peppers that he began
growing in the 1980s. He started
first with the usual varieties such as
jalapenos and habaneros and then
experimented with more exotic
assortments such as the Tabasco,
Japanese claw;, Thai Dragon and
Bulgarian Carrot.

That passion for peppers
subsequently evolved into his
growing the hottest of all peppers,
the Carolina Reaper. According
to the Guinness Book of World
Records, the Carolina Reaper
has a Scoville Heat Unit rating
of 1,569.300. By comparison, the
jalapeno peppers rating is 5,000
SHUs.

Those Carolina Reapers have
even garnered Earnhardt awards at
the Franklin County Agricultural

Some of the peppers
produced in Mark Earnhardt's

L

Fair in 2015 and 2016, the year they
won best in show.

While peppers are typically
annuals, Earnhardt grows them
year round in pots that he moves
into his garage during the winter
months.

Because hes produced these
peppers for more than six years,
his plants resemble small trees.
The peppers hang off each of
the branches like crimson red
Christmas ornaments ready for
harvest.

Though lovely to observe from a
distance, these peppers, especially
the Carolina Reapers, which are
identified with a distinctive horned
tail, command and deserve respect.

"They are way too hot to consume
and they are not to be toyed with as
aprank,” Earnhardt cautioned.

Curious taste-testers  should
simply prick the skin of the pepper
with a toothpick, then put the
toothpick on the tip of the tongue to
feel how hot they are.

While these arent meant for
regular consumption, Earnhardt
said he grows them “because I like
to,” adding, “It’s hard for a gardener
to kill a plant intentionally when it
is healthy.”

‘While not meant to be consumed
like a regular, garden variety pepper,
its the challenge that Earnhardt
enjoys most, and perhaps a passion
that has been cultivated over the
past several decades. ®
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BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS

BEAUTIFUL
TREES MAKE

A HOUSE
AHOME  _pummne-

BARTLETT

FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

r—mﬂm & SWILState |Parkd ﬂm
‘ﬂ&kﬂ@@ - 54012977 3642 540" 238 W@@
M ri

tatePark@bwmanna com|

NE

BARTLETT.COM 540-343-9376
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vacasa

SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE
VACATION HOME
MANAGEMENT, MADE
EASY

You can find us at:

Vacasa.com/property-management ﬂl!lll | | I i iil |
Jﬁ !l!

newhomes@vacasa.com M e o R,
"\.:I- :

540-207-6627

13860 Booker T. Washington Hwy.
Suite 103
Moneta, VA 24121
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sunset on our favorite
place to be

OUTHERN

ANDSCAPE GROUT, INC.

QO 234.821.6004 soscapes.com
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THE ROANOKE TIMES ‘zz-“ LAKER
W H E R E January/February 2024

COVERING LIFE AT SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE, VIRGINIA,
& SURROUNDING LOCALITIES

EDITORIAL
Creative Designer ~ MIKE WILSON

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Reed Dillon
Jason Dunovant

ADVERTISING
Laker media products offer the largest reach in the
Your staries are all around you. And The Roanoke Smith Mountain Lake market. For information on
Times is where they come to life. advertising your business in print or online, contact;
SUBSCRIBE AND READ ON ANY DEVICE Marketing Consultant ~ KELLY MAYS

AT ROANOKE.COM/STORY 434-942-2918 « Kelly. Mays@ roanoke.com.

HOW TO SUBMIT

Laker magazine welcomes story, ideas, photos for our, Travelers and
Lake Views, sections, calendar items, and creative, works essays, poems,
paintings, and photography by local artist.

For time, sensitive content, including calendar items or local events
coverage, the deadline is the first of the month preceding the desired
issue. (Example: June 1 for the July/August issue.)

Submissions must include your name and telephone number.
Contact laker@roanoke.com for more information.

Thank you
for VOtI ng U S PICK UP YOUR FREE COPY
B est Auto At dozens of area locations
Services
Foreign Domestic @ nd Fa\lo I“ite
Sales Service
Customer

Service
for 2023

ON THE COVER

Our 23rd Annual Best
of Smith Mountain
Lake issue reveals
who readers chose as
their favorite people
and places in 2023.
Congratulations to the
winners pages 18-19

The area’s premier independent
repair and sales facility

Copyright 2024 the Roanoke Times. Smith Mountain Laker magazine is a community
publication solely owned by the Roanoke Times. It is published for the residents of
Smith Mountain Lake, and is subject to Roanoke Times editorial policies. The views

and opinions are those of the authors. The opinions expressed, unless otherwise noted,
should not be construed to be those of the Roanoke Times or it’s affiliates. Lists are for
reference only and do not necessarily imply approbation. Paid advertising does not
represent an endorsement by this publication. Content cannot be reproduced without
written consent from the Roanoke Times. All rights reserved. Real estate advertised in
this publication is subject to the federal fair housing act of 1968.

—e——
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SPECIAL
OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES

Kitchens | Baths | Additions | Decks | Sunrooms | Screen Rooms

2 platinum a | | us at
winner C

e 540-339-5279

HOME to schedule your

design consultation.
www.constructionmarketingllc.com

CONSTRUCTION
MARKETING, LLC

HARDY, VIRGINIA 24101 AZEK, @Tmberch =7 Trex O flberon

T
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‘JSmith Mountain Lake’# 8
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AROUND THE LAKE

Fun on the Water
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For Voting Us Best Steak and '”'ai;s’."ﬁf‘
Favorite New Business in 2023

Specializing in creative
cocktails, seafood and steak.

1100 Celebration Ave Suite 201, Moneta, Va
(540) 297-2855
Wednesday-Sunday 4pm-10pm
Bulldocks.com ﬁ
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Glenda McDame'

u“

TheLakeSpecialist.com * 540-797-2247 nhndumdlu'mt com

See all of these featured propcrttes & more: www Flcnda\’lcnuniel mm i s —

BEAUTIFUL ALMOST LEVEL
WATERFRONT LOT

Lot 160 feet
of shoreline,
public water already
soil tested. Located in
the Westlake/Scruggs
Road area of the Lake.
MLS 89900

LAKEFRONT INVESTMENT AT
HALESFORD BRIDGE

INCLUDES 4 COVERED
BOAT DOCKS Two
office spaces metered
separately, great
located on Route 122
Halesford Bridge,
public water hookups.

MLS 89677

Glenda McDaniel

Top Lake Agent
for Long & Foster

EXTRAORDINARY LAKE HOME
WITH GORGEOUS VIEWS

Located in the prestrgrous South Harbour Waterfront Community.
Custom Built with attention to detail, Great Rm with Towering
Windows, Gourmet Kitchen with Huge Custom Island Bar, Turreted
Sunroom, Entry Level Primary Suite, Elevator, Screen Porch, Family
Rm, lots of room for family and friends, Cart Path to Custom
Fire Pit and Large Covered Boatdock. MLS 896237

NEW WATERFRONT CONSTRUCTION COVERED BOATDOCK
WITH STORAGE CABANA

Great Room with Fireplace. Custom Kitchen with Granite Countertops. Lots of Glass looking out to the lake.
Entry Level Master Suite and 2nd Lower Level Master Suite and Family room. Large full length decks.
Paved drive and Dbl Car Garage. Public Water and Sewer. Great Location to Shopping and Dining. MLS 901295

Contact Glenda McDaniel Today To Get More Property Details:
www.GlendaMcDaniel.com - www.TheLakeSpecialist.com
DIAL 1-540-797-2247 or email glendamcd@aol.com

Licensed in the state of Virginia

)
L

Ger Up-To-Date InFo oN New, Repucep, ForecLosep & Solb
Lake ProperTiES. SimpLY SEND ME AN EmaIL AND Ask For:

“THE SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE REPORT”

:‘.'.'.‘.:n
BEST
=
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Beauty & Fitness ARDS" Best Bakery/Sweet treats Best Restaurant Service
Best Hair Salon/ Barber Shop 1st-Smith Mountain Lake Coffee House 1st-Drifter's Restaurant
1st-Twisted Scissors 2nd-Westake Coffee Shop 2nd-Napoli Cowboy
2nd-Eric & Company Salon Sutes 3rd-Mia's Sweet Treats 3rd-Napoli by the Lake
3rd-Hair Therapy by the Lake Best Breakfast Best Sandwich/Burger
1st-0ld Oak Cafe

Best Nail Salon
1st-Modern Nails
2nd-Family Hair Care and Nail Spa
3rd-Diva Nails

Best Place to Work out
1st-Full Distance
2nd-Body Shoppe Fitness
3rd-Carilion Wellness

Best Skin Care or Day Spa
1st-Serafina Spa
2nd-The Skin Company
3rd-Robin’s Nest Spa

Boat & Water Services

Best Boat Services
1st-Bridgewater Marina and Boat Rentals
2nd-Webster Marine Center
3rd-Nevermind Marine Services

Best Fishing Charter
1st-Captain Marc’s Striper Guide Service
2nd-Mitchell’s Striper Guides
3rd-Patriot Fishing Charters

Best Marina
1st-Mitchell’'s Point Marina
2nd-Bridgewater Marina
3rd-Magnum Point Marina

Finance

Best Bank
1st-Bank of Botetourt
2nd-Ridge View Bank
3rd-American National Bank and Trust Company

Best Credit Union
1st-Member One Federal Credit Union
2nd-Freedom First Credit Union
3rd-Blue Eagle Credit Union

Best Financial Planner
1st-Ridge View Bank
2nd-Faber CPA Firm
3rd-Charles Schwab

Food & Drink

Best Asian Fare
1st-Edo Grill and Sushi
2nd-Teriyaki House
3rd-Peking Chinese Restaurant

2nd-Smith Mountain Lake Coffee House
3rd-The Bagel & |

Best Caterer
1st-Farmhouse Catering And Meals To Go
2nd-Napoli by the Lake
3rd-Smith Mountain Lake Coffee House

Best Cocktail
1st-Drifter’s Restaurant
2nd-Napoli By the Lake
3rd-Mango’s Bar & Grill

Best Coffee
1st-Smith Mountain Lake Coffee House
2nd-Westlake Coffee and Cafe
3rd-Napoli Cowhoy

Best Italian Fare
1st-Vinny’s Italian Grill & Pizzeria
2nd-Napoli Cowboy
3rd-Napoli by the Lake

Best Lunch
1st-Drifter’s Restaurant
2nd-Moosie’s Bar & Grill
3rd-Smith Mountain Lake Coffee House

Best Mexican Fare
1st-Cancun Mexican Restaurant & Grill
2nd-Cilantro Mexican Grill
3rd-El Toreno Mexican Bar & Grill

Best Outdoor Dining
1st-Drifter’s Restaurant
2nd-Mitchell’s Restaurant & Pizzeria
3rd-Mango’s Bar & Grill

Best Pizza
1st-Mitchell's Restaurant & Pizzeria
2nd-Vinny’s Italian Grill & Pizzeria
3rd-Napoli Cowhoy

Best Place to Come by Boat
1st-Bridgewater Plaza
2nd-Drifter’s Restaurant
3rd-Mitchell's Restaurant & Pizzeria

Best Place to Go for a Night Out
1st-Mango’s Bar & Grill
2nd-Drifter’s Restaurant
3rd-Napoli by the Lake
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1st-Drifter’s Restaurant
2nd-Moosie’s Bar and Grill
3rd-Napoli Cowboy

Best Seafood
1st-Napoli By the Lake
2nd-Drifter’s Restaurant
3rd-The Landing Restaurant

Best Steak
1st-Bull Docks
2nd-Napoli Cowboy
3rd-Napoli by the Lake

Best Winery
1st-Ramulose Ridge Vineyards
2nd-Brooks Mill Winery
3rd-Hickory Hill Vineyards

Best Wings
1st-Portside Grill & Bar
2nd-Jake’s Place
3rd-Napoli by the Lake

House & Home

Best Electrician
1st-JM Blair Electrical
2nd-Moser Electric
3rd-Davis Heating, Cooling, Plumbing & Electric

Best General Contractor
1st-TBS Construction, LLC
2nd-M.H. Eades Inc.
3rd-F&S Building Innovations, Inc.

Best Heating and Ventilation (Air Conditioning)
1st-Carter’s Heating and Cooling
2nd-Davis Heating, Cooling, Plumbing & Electric
3rd-Moneta Heating & Air

Best Home Builder
1st-TBS Construction, LLC
2nd-M.H. Eades Inc.
3rd-F&S Building Innovations, Inc.

Best Interior Design
1st-Alicia Smith, CID, F&S Building Innovations, Inc.
2nd-By Design Interiors
3rd-Envisions Flooring & Interiors



Coertore s

Best Landscaping/Lawn Care
1st- Seven Oaks Landscapes
2nd-SML Landscape Designs
3rd-Top Notch Lawn Care

Best Real Estate Agent
1st-Wil Childress, Lake Retreat Properties
2nd-Phyllis Johnson, Re/Max Lakefront Realty
3rd-Deb Beran, Deb Beran Properties

Best Real Estate Company
1st-Lake Retreat Properties, Inc.
2nd-RE/MAX Lakefront Realty
3rd-Deb Beran Properties

Best Real Estate Team
1st-Lake Retreat Properties, Inc.
2nd-Phyllis & Casey Johnson,
RE/MAX Lakefront Realty
3rd-Deb Beran Properties

Lifestyle

Best Annual Gommunity Event
1st-Smith Mountain Lake Pirate Days
2nd-SML Charity Home Tour
3rd-Smith Mountain Lake Live Music Festival

Best Charity Event or Service Project
1st-Smith Mountain Lake Charity Home Tour
2nd-SML Gives, Smith Mountain Lake Good Neighbors
3rd-Smith Mountain Lake Live Music Festival

Best Club or Civic organization
1st-SML Good Neighbors, Inc.
2nd-Smith Mountain Lake Live Music
3rd-American Legion Post 62 Smith Mountain Lake

Best Historical Site
1st-National D-Day Memorial
2nd-Booker T. Washington National Monument
3rd-SML Dam

Best Local Band
1st-Five Dollar Shake
2nd-Annalyse Marie & Tim Rowlett
3rd-Christian Q. & The Groove

Best Place for a Kid/Family outing
1st-Bridgewater Plaza
2nd-Drifter’s Restaurant
3rd-Smith Mountain Lake State Park
Best Place to Hear Live Music
1st-Mitchell's Restaurant & Pizzeria
2nd-Mango’s Bar & Grill
3rd-Drifter's Restaurant

Best Place to Meet New People
1st-Bridgewater Plaza
2nd-Drifter’s Restaurant
3rd-Mitchell's Point Marina

Best Place to Play Golf
1st-Mariners Landing
2nd-The Waterfront Country Club
3rd-Hot Shots Bar and Grill

Best Place to Take Visitor
1st-Bridgewater Plaza
2nd-Mitchell’s Restaurant & Pizzeria
3rd-Smith Mountain Lake Coffee House

Best Place to Watch a Sunset
1st-Mitchell’s Point Marina
2nd-Drifter’s Restaurant
3rd-Eastlake Church

Best Vacation Retreat (Hotels, Resorts,
Rental Properties)
1st-Lake Retreat Properties
2nd-Mariners Landing
3rd-Bernard’s Vacation Properties

Services

Best Auto Services
1st-West Lake Automotive Services
2nd-Heath's Tire & Lube
3rd-Automotive-Diesel Network

Best Customer Service
1st-Drifter’s Restaurant
2nd-Smith Mountain Lake Coffee House
3rd-West Lake Automotive Services

Best Customer Service
1st-JBohnBishop Mercantile Boutique
2nd-Capps Home Building Center
3rd-Moneta Farm & Home Center

Best Dentist
1st-Dr. Bryan G Sicher, DMD, Smith Mountain Lake
Dental Practice
2nd-Dr. Sheila Hardee, DDS, Blue Ridge
Dental Group - SML
3rd-Dr. Vishal Shah, DMD, Moneta Dentistry
Best Hearing Center
1st-SML Hearing Center
2nd-Carilion Clinic Otolaryngology & Audiology -
Westlake
3rd-Connect Hearing

Best Insurance Agent
1st-Susan Balderson, State Farm Insurance Agent
2nd-Phil Hager, Phil Hager Insurance Agency
3rd-Don Evans, State Farm Insurance Agent
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Best Law Firm ‘ARDS
1st-Coley Law Firm
2nd-Gilbert Law, PC

3rd-Vogel Law Group

Best New Business (Opened 2022 or later)
1st-The Bagel and |
2nd-Bull Docks
3rd-Breez Ice Cream Parlor

Best Pet Grooming/Sitting/Boarding service
1st-K-9 Yacht Club
2nd-Camp Happy Tails
3rd-Bark Avenue Grooming

Best Photographer
1st-Jolly Jen Photography
2nd-C. Chisom Photography
3rd-Annette Foxx Photography

Best Physician
1st-Tara Stone, NP, LewisGale Physicians
Family Medicine
2nd-Dr. George Chaconas, MD, FNLA, Family Medicine
3rd-Dr. Brandon K. Cox, MD, Centra Medical Group

Best Place for a Summer Joh
1st-Drifter’s Restaurant
2nd-Bridgewater Marina & Boat Rentals
3rd-Lake Retreat Properties

Best Place to Buy Clothing and Accessories
1st-JBohnBishop Mercantile Boutique
2nd-Gifts Ahoy
3rd-Cottage Gate

Best Place to Buy Gifts and/or Smith Mountain
Lake Souvenirs

1st-Gifts Ahoy

2nd-Cottage Gate

3rd-Evie’s at the Lake SML Market

Best Place to Buy Jewelry
1st-Jo & Co Jewelers - Formerly Haywood's Jewelers
2nd-Evie’s at the Lake SML Market
3rd-JBohnBishop Mercantile Boutique
Best Place to Stay Overnight
1st-Lake Retreat Properties
2nd-Mariners Landing
3rd-Bernard’s Landing Resort
Best Place to Work
1st-Drifter’s Restaurant

2nd-Capps Home Building Center
3rd-Lake Retreat Properties
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Lake

Health

— SMLA looks
for additional
funding to
prevent harmful
algal blooms,

boating incidents

IN THE LAKE

story by JASON DUNOVANT

mith Mountain Lake faced

a challenging 2023 with

the emergence of harmful

algal blooms as well as

multiple boating fatalities. It is a trend

members of the Smith Mountain

Lake Association are working to

reverse before recreation activities
; Ty begin to ramp up again next year.

g i:;i'::i“::i’::':;::_': S The . Smith . Mountaln. Lake

expand thedypealof testing, » Association is seeking to significantly increase

performed at-Ferrum: monitoring on the lake to more quickly find and

)+ .College to speedup identify harmful algal blooms. When they were

Iik:“f:gi::fi:;?::‘::‘:;"ﬁ;? ' discoYered in June, a swim advisory was put in
B llore 2elEN in parti place in the Blackwater River arm of the lake.

theftakd lasFenmier: The harmful algal blooms, usually blue/green

' in color, are created by cyanobacteria. They can

cause skin rash and gastrointestinal illnesses, such
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Citizen scientists consisting of local residents have
been used for years for the SMLA’s Water Quality
Monitoring Program done in partnership with
Ferrum College. They also contribute to the
work done by Save Our Streams that monitors
local tributaries into Smith Mountain Lake.

as upset stomach, nausea, vomiting and
diarrhea.

Multiple tests conducted by the Virginia
Department of Health to identify if the
cyanobacteria discovered in multiple
locations was producing harmful toxins
sometimes took more than a week to
get results that were sent to a lab at Old
Dominion University in Norfolk. The long
swim advisory during July and much of
August is believed to have had a significant
Impact on tourism revenue.

The SMLA is reaching out to state
representatives and organizations for
assistance in studying and identifying
harmful algal blooms in the future. They
are requesting a budget amendment in the
state that would fund a two-year study by
Virginia Tech to investigate and respond to
harmful algal blooms at Smith Mountain

Lake in the future.
In addition to state funding, the SMLA
is working on obtaining funding locally to
create a local lab
that can be used
to identify harmful
cyanobacteria -
in conjunction
with the ongoing
Water Quality
Monitoring
Program done in
partnership with
Ferrum College.
“We have put
together a pretty
comprehensive
plan of what needs
to be done at this
lake,” said John

Jl-i.'"

= ow ey B

=== ﬂ“ﬂ‘t’

'\ TN

P |Illt"|"

IIHII

IIHIIILII ilmum TR

aun

0 omy nmn

ah"mr.

- —pt*'*""f-“

Vidovich, communications director for the
SMLA.

The SMLA recently began a campaign
with the goal of raising $100,000 to fund
their expanded work to study harmful
algal blooms. A portion would also be used
to increase boating education on the lake.

“Everyone who enjoys Smith Mountain
Lake can help protect it” said Bill
Butterfield, SMLAs president, said in a
press release. “No one wants harmful
algae, injuries or anything else to damage
the lake’s reputation as the Jewel of the
Blue Ridge. Our goal is to raise $100,000
to protect SML — today and for future
generations. We're asking all lake lovers
to make a financial donation to help
safeguard SML.”

The current plan is to have a functioning

Enjoying our
beautiful lake at
sunset
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COLEY LAW FIRM

A Small Firm with a Passion for People.

e

BEST

OF SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE

.._F:-ﬁﬁh;?’

g
Thank You for
Voting Us Best

Law Firm in 2023!

Experienced in Wills, Trusts,
Probate and Medicaid Planning

Located at Bridgewater Plaza
16440 Booker T Washington Highway
Suite 304B
Smith Mountain Lake, Virginia
(540) 407-9858
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laboratory in the SMLA office
in Westlake that can actively
monitor the lake and keep a
closer eye on any potentially
harmful algal blooms. Kerri
Green, chair of the SMLA’s Lake
Quality Council said a SML Dock
Water Program will be created
with citizen scientist trained in
analyzing samples.

Citizen scientists consisting of
local residents have been used
for years for the SMLAs Water
Quality Monitoring Program
done in partnership with Ferrum
College. They also contribute
to the work done by Save Our
Streams that monitors local
tributaries into Smith Mountain
Lake.

Green would like to see
the new program work in
conjunction with help from state
groups. “We need more support
from the Commonwealth to
understand whats happening in
the SML watershed and how to
protect it from continued HAB
activity,” Green said in a recent
press release. “We have partnered
with Ferrum College for 37
years to monitor water clarity,
chlorophyll-a and phosphorus in
SML. I'm excited to complement
this work by collaborating
with DEQ and Virginia Tech.
Our combined resources are
necessary to evaluate and
mitigate unwanted cyanobacteria
in the lake.”

Butterfield said work is also

Lake
Health

underway to have the Ferrum
College lab certified to analyze
samples in the future instead
of being sent to Old Dominion
University. The change could
significantly speed up results, he
said.

While much of the $100,000
fundraising goal is expected to go
toward combating harmful algal
blooms, a significant portion will
be used to increase safe boating
efforts. Vidovich said the SMLA
will use the funding to create
materials and signage to reinforce
the importance of safe boating as
well as wearing a life jacket.

This year on Smith Mountain
Lake, there have been three
boating fatalites from two
incidents. Two other fatalities
occurred  from  individuals
believed to have drowned after
falling from a dock.

No boating fatalities were
recorded at Smith Mountain
Lake in 2022. One boating fatality
was reported in 2021 and 2020.

The SMLA joined with the
Tri-County Lakes Administrative
Commission to fund a Wake
Education Task Force earlier this
year with the goal of educating
those involved in towed water
sports about the large wakes they
can create and the harm they can
cause to docks, shorelines and
other boaters. This expanded
fundraising effort would focus on
safe recreation overall. ®

MORE INFORMATION ON THE SMLA’S FUNDRAISING
EFFORT AS WELL AS WAYS TO DONATE CAN BE FOUND
AT WWW.SMLASSOCIATION.ORG/DONATE/.
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Best Seafood:
Napoli at the Lake

FAVORITE:

Best Seafood:
Napoli at the Lake

Best Caterer:
Napoli by the Lake

Best Cocktail:
Napoli by the Lake

Best Coffee:
Napoli Cowboy

Best Italian Fare:
Napoli Cowboy

Best Pizza:
Napoli Cowboy

Best Place for a Night Out:
Napoli at the Lake

Best Restaurant Service:
Napoli Cowboy and
Napoli by the Lake

Best Sandwich/ Burger:
Napoli Cowboy

Best Steak:
Napoli Cowboy and
Napoli by the Lake

WHERE THE TASTES OF Best Wings:
ITALY & TEXAS COLLIDE Napoli by the Lake

We continue to thank you for your patronage and

are looking forward to continue in 2024!

Napoli By the Lake

Cowboy Bernard’s Landing
773 Ashmeade Road
Smith Mountain Lake, VA 24121
(540) 346-2205

Napoli

6674 Burnt Chimney Road
Wirtz, VA 24184
(540)238-2142
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J.M. BLAIR
COMPANY

Riding the wake, a favorite
|| passtime on the water.

Call us today ora free qﬁte

New Constrlhctlorﬂl& Remodellng
Iy -
J Dock Serwce 18
24 Homﬁr Electrical Service

Class A Licensed & Insured
Serving Central & SW Virginia since 2005

e L THANK YOU
A for Voting Us Best Pet

Grooming, Sitting,
and Boarding Services

QK9 Yacht Club

1050 Hendricks Store Road Suite E
. Monetq, VA
©3(540) 598-2274

K9yachtclub@icloud.com
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OF SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE
W /

Offering a full range of services to the SML community for 32 years.

YES! We are here! We provide Complete Care for you and your family. Specialty
services are our routine. We place and restore Dental Implants all in our office. Our
list of services is too long to print, so please call or stop by. We’'d love to meet you.

Bryan G. Sicher, DMD

v Carter W. Wright, DDS

SMITRMOUNTAIN LAKE www.smldentist.com
DN V.V P Located next to Wake Cafe | Scruggs Rd., Moneta, VA

Al o Offering EXTRACTIONS, IMPLANTS AND
PR‘\( Tl(’ E SAME DAY CROWNg with CEREC!

AAAAA ‘ ‘n
PROVIDER

BRYAN G.SICHER, DMD

Fellow of International
540.721.3800 Ic@l Congress of Oral

Implantologists
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AROUND THE I-.KKﬁ--ﬂ
~ Vibrant Vis

4
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Year
round
activities
abound
on our
beautiful
lake.

W arei s
xCorporate:-—
6 Weiarex

Walk-Ins Welcome!

Mon.- Fri. 8am-8pm
(540) 546-3744 | ‘gat ~Sun. 8am-6pm

"—"‘ﬂ_l =) :,,—";‘x,‘ 1039 Mayberry Crossing
il Sy uPasw  Drive, Suites A&B,

vResnT cARE aABeTRETMes Moneta, Va. 24121
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national pools s

INC.,

the area’s largest
selection of

OUTDOOR
FURNITURE

SEATING GROUPS - DINING SETS
BARSTOOLS - FIRE PITS
UMBRELLAS - CHAISE LOUNGES

3112 MELROSE AVE., ROANOKE
540.345.7665 - NATIONALPOOLS.COM

28 SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKER | JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024



=

Member), ...

Fetch the financing
for your first home.

Imagine owning your own place—with room A =

. % " h
to grow! Once you've found the first home that E . E
fits just right, our team of local experts can help. e X

For a great mortgage experience e (" SCAN To
i et : [=] 1 LEARN Mogg

stick with Member One.

& Easily apply online

4 Quick processing times
i} customized solutions
#A Expert mortgage advice

Apply online at memberonefcu.com
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AROUND THE LAKE

Misty Morning .
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‘Best H %mng\Ce ntern

fon the elghth year |n a'row!

SML
HEARING CENTER SMLHearingCenter.com

Locally Owned & Operated
940.297.9111

1100 Celebration Avenue #210 ® Moneta ®* 540.297.9111 * Mon.-Fri. 9-5

Mobile visits available (Monday’s only)

Locally owned - family owned - veteran owned.
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AROUND THE LAKE

Bird's
Eye View

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR PAST AND
m CURRENT CLIENTS FOR VOTING US

AGAIN BEST NEW HOME BUILDER AND
MH E aﬂ?i NC- BEST GENERAL CONTRACTOR.

We would also like to thank our team, our vendors, our
subcontractors, and our employees for their dedication
in helping us build these exceptional homes.

6th Time : 4 > 3rd Time 7=
Winner N4 : Wlnner S |

P e
Ohank e

Mou! SF

8 of our prOJects have been feqtured on the SML Home Tour.

www.mheades.com 14114 Booker T Washington Hwy, Moneta, VA 24121 (540) 719-4306
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Great
places to
relax and
take in the
views
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DO YOU WANT beauty AND functionality,
NOT COOKIE-CUTTER LOOKS?

We specialize in the professional installation of windows, doors, gutters, siding and roofing to
fit every need and style.

We feature Pella and Andersen clad replacement windows. Our window installations go the extra
mile to preserve your home’s authentic details.

A great window is only as good as its installation, so why trust your installation to an uncertified
contractor or worse yet, an uncertified, unlicensed and uninsured installer. Elegant Exteriors
installs its windows and doors with its own employees, not subcontractors or piece workers.

Elegant Exteriors by TBS, LLC is a Trex Pro as well an Andersen and Pella certified contractor
which means that all of our installations come with a 2-year labor warranty.

. CERTIFIED .‘

COMTRACTOR
. T | Aoz
Service Service TrexPRCr CONTRACTOR

We are EPA RRP
Lead-Safe Certified

&egamf Extercors by TBS

Call us today at 540-238-2359 or email us at
info@elegant-exteriors.com + www.Elegant-Exteriors.com
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Remodelers &Renovators

High home prices and lack of S il
inventory got you down? Let TBS - % »H:_-_ =N
. 4 ‘; r a . v @’n
transform your old property into B - "ST Lircr @i
something new! We remodel and B o W D R nd W
renovate both residential and — A —

commercial properties. %mﬁl -

ES BEST BEST Q,EST gﬁgﬂs

Saaaal Baasal

. -
J. ll_l_'l"l'f“_“ "“l

EXPERIENCE. SERVICE.NQUALITY. VALUE.

C Best of Best of Be - 3
e F“ SMITH :m ZIJE'[ h houzz h houzz 5
et ﬂl-iﬁ Soothos Beatchouse M 2019 O16
T D SERVICE SERVICE SERVICE

TBS Construction, LLC, 4752 Scruggs Rd., Moneta, VA 24121
Virginia Class A Contractor 2705101804 | Residential & Commercial Construction & Remodeling
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CATHIEDANIEL VAN CASTEEL ERIC

Principal Broker DANIEL FANSLER FANSLER
540.721.8659  540.493.8659  540.871.8655 540.871.8355

£

JANE STEVE ADAM JAN ) VICKI
SULLIVAN HORNE JONES LYNCH MCGRAW MILLEHAN

540.493.1690 540.814.9684  540.420.8657 540.400.9882 540.520.2401

S ALY

DANA PETE LUKE DEBBIE
MONTGOMERY  ROBERTS SCHMIDT SHELTON
540.3141798  540.525.4510 540.400.3373  540.797.3177

; d b ;
JADA MICHELLE JEANNIE KIMBERLY PARKER
TURNER TURNER VILLWOCK WILLARD WATERS
540.263.0202 540.309.1265 540.529.0212 540.798.3151 540.400.2681
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BERKSHIRE

HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES

SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE
REALESTATE

A leader in the Smith
Mountain Lake real estate
market since 1987, we are
locally owned and operated.
Our agents’ mastery of the
local market will ensure that
you successfully navigate the
process of selling your home
or finding the property of
your dreams.

Call or visit us today, and
rest easy in the knowledge
that your needs are cared
for by consistent leaders in
sales and service, backed
by a company whose
name is known and trusted
worldwide.

540.721.8659

SMITHMTNLAKE.COM

© 2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned
and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of
Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway
affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. £




