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School districts unite to vaccinate students
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Nicolas Garden of Dobbs Ferry receives his first shot from nurse Serun Kuuma.

DOBBS FERRY — Dobbs Ferry resi-
dent Matthew V. Burke was charged 
with the attempted murder of a Dobbs 
Ferry police sergeant on the afternoon 
of Thursday, May 20.

The incident happened as the ser-
geant was on traffic duty at the inter-
section of Beacon Hill Drive and Sprin-
ghurst Park Drive at around 1:26 p.m. 
Con Edison workers replacing gas lines 
helped police apprehend the 36-year-
old defendant.

The sergeant suffered a laceration to 
his head caused by a knife. He was treat-
ed at Westchester Medical Center and 
then released later that day. The police 
department did not disclose his identity.

Burke was charged with four felo-
nies: attempted murder of a police offi-
cer in the first degree, attempted mur-
der in the second degree, attempted 
aggravated assault upon a police offi-
cer, and criminal possession of a weap-
on in the third degree.

Burke was remanded to the West-
chester County Jail pending his next 
appearance in Dobbs Ferry Village 
Court, which was May 27.

On May 20, Dobbs Ferry Mayor 
Vincent Rossillo issued an email blast 
in which he wrote: “I visited the officer 
at the hospital and I’m happy to report 
that at this time, he is doing as well as 
can be expected after experiencing such 

a brutal assault… During these trying 
times, let us not forget that our officers 
place their lives on the line every day to 
protect us.”

On May 21, Dobbs Ferry Schools 
Superintendent Lisa Brady issued an 
email blast in which she referred to the 
close relationship between the school 
district and the police department.

“Our Dobbs Ferry school fami-
ly extends our heartfelt thanks to the 
Dobbs Ferry Police Department for 
all that they do every day to keep our 
schools and community safe,” she 
wrote. “We also extend our thoughts 
and prayers for healing to the officer 
who was attacked.”
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36-year-old charged with attempted murder

By Kris DiLorenzo

REGION — One hundred and fifty teen-
agers received their first doses of Pfizer’s 
Covid-19 vaccine on Wednesday, May 
19, during a clinic organized by the four 
Rivertowns school districts in cooperation 
with the Westchester County Department 
of Health (DOH).

Dobbs Ferry High School hosted the 
event for students between the ages of 
12-18, each accompanied by a parent or 
guardian. The Pfizer vaccine has been 
deemed safest for that age group. Since 
an appointment was required, there were 
no lines at the event. Five DOH nurses 

administered shots.
The students were required to remain 

seated in the gym, socially distanced, for 
15 minutes after the injection to make sure 
they developed no side effects. The federal 
government offers adolescents a “V-safe” 
smartphone tool enabling them to notify 
the federal Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) of side effects days or weeks after-
ward; the information is also relayed to 
parents’ or guardians’ cellphones. 

Dobbs Ferry Schools Superintendent 
Lisa Brady volunteered her high school for 
the vaccination clinic because of its central 
location to Hastings, Irvington, and Ards-
ley; the size and configuration of the gym; 

and to facilitate a collective approach. 
“We [the four districts] had decided 

we would do it in partnership, because we 
would have to guarantee at least 100 peo-
ple for the Department of Health to come 
and visit,” she explained. 

Dobbs Ferry and Irvington each had 
two backup nurses on hand, and all four 
districts loaned clerical support. DOH 
personnel, in addition to the nurses, 
included a pharmacist, at least a half doz-
en clerical workers, Director of County-
wide Administrative Services Christopher 
Steers, and Dr. Dial Hewlett, an infectious 
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