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Eleven-year-old Jayden Bailey receives a shot from retired anesthesiologist Patricia Coomaraswamy in Hastings on Nov. 13.

By Jackie Lupo

REGION — “It’s the Tappan Zee!” 
For Tom Abinanti, that’s the reason 

he is sponsoring a bill in the New York 
State Assembly to restore that name to 
the bridge that connects Westchester 
and Rockland counties. 

Abinanti, a Democrat whose terri-
tory includes the Towns of Greenburgh 
and Mount Pleasant, introduced Bill 
No. A08337 in the Assembly on Oct. 
20 to rename the new twin spans “The 
Governor Mario M. Cuomo Tappan 
Zee Bridge.” The bill has been referred 
to the Committee on Transportation.

Following the resignation of Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo due to sexual harass-
ment allegations, Abinanti decided to 
bring up the issue of the bridge’s name 
again. He wasn’t the only one in the 
region who bristled in 2017, when Cuo-
mo pushed for naming the new bridge 
after his late father, Mario, a Democrat 
who led the state from 1983-1994. The 
previous span was known as The Gov. 
Malcolm Wilson Tappan Zee Bridge, 
but when it was demolished, and its 
pieces floated down the Hudson, the 
centuries-old name “Tappan Zee” went 
with them. 

In an interview on Nov. 15, Abinan-
ti said his proposed renaming of the 
bridge “follows the lead of Mario Cuo-

mo, who named the old bridge ‘The 
Governor Malcolm Wilson Tappan Zee 
Bridge.’ So the concept is it’s the Tap-
pan Zee Bridge, but it’s named after the 
governor.”

Abinanti does not want to remove 
the senior Cuomo’s name from the 
structure. “I say, now’s not the time 
to be vindictive, and do not visit the 
sins of the son on the father,” he said. 
“Mario was a good governor, and the 
bridge was named after him… let’s not 
start a war over names.”

Following Mario Cuomo’s lead, the 
bridge should combine a governor’s 
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REGION — There were tears during the 
Covid-19 vaccination clinic for children 
ages 5-11 at the James Harmon Community 
Center in Hastings on Nov. 13. In addition 
to the occasional child crying about needles, 
parents shed tears of relief that an end to 
pandemic precautions might be in sight.

Mara Ayuso, an architect in Hastings, 
brought her 9-year-old son, Ruben, for 
the vaccine. 

“It’s a huge relief. It’s been such a long 
time. Now I’m getting emotional,” Ayu-
so said, her eyes welling. “But it’s great to 
have this clinic. It’s so convenient and you 
see familiar faces. It makes the kids feel 
more comfortable.” 

Bill Stroud, the supervising pharmacist 
at Greenleaf Pharmacy in Hastings, put on 
the clinic with help from Greenleaf staff, Vil-
lage of Hastings staff, and volunteers. This 

was Greenleaf’s second clinic dispensing the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine at the community 
center. Three hundred doses were adminis-
tered on Nov. 13, in addition to 320 on Nov. 
6. Slots for Nov. 13 were booked within 2 
hours, according to Stroud, and were open 
to Hastings residents and nonresidents. 

“The second shot is administered three 
weeks from today, and you’re automatically 
scheduled to come back in for that,” Stroud 
said. “Two weeks after the second shot, 
you’re fully immunized. Around Hanukkah, 
Christmas, they should be fully immunized. 
Parents have great relief with that.”

The clinics were set up in a similar fash-
ion to those that Greenleaf and the Village 
offered for adults at the community center 
in the spring. 

“The Village has been really great,” 
Stroud said. “Everyone has been so helpful 
in making this come about.”

Lisa O’Reilly of the Hastings Recreation 

Department helped coordinate the clinics. 
On Nov. 13, she was at the entrance to guide 
new arrivals through the process. First, a 
temperature check was performed. Then 
paperwork was filled out before moving on 
to the vaccination area. The vaccinations 
were administered by Stroud, a New York 
State-certified immunizer, or one of four 
physicians who live locally and volunteered 
to help. After receiving the vaccine, recipients 
moved to a waiting area to sit for a 15-minute 
observation period in case of any reactions. 

Jonah Bass, an 11-year-old from Dobbs 
Ferry, was waiting there with his moth-
er, Miriam, a physician. “I really don’t 
like shots,” Jonah said. “But I kind of real-
ly wanted to do it. It doesn’t hurt now and 
it was really fast, too. We can start eating 
indoors at restaurants, maybe go to indoor 
places now.”

Hundreds of children vaccinated at clinics
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