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Leg up for Hillside
Hastings resident Sean Taggart piles up invasive vegetation that he and dozens of other vol-

unteers removed on Sunday, Jan. 31, as part of the ongoing effort to restore Hillside Woods. 

The next invasive plant pruning is scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 14, from 2-4 p.m. Meet at the 

intersection of Edgewood Avenue and Taft Street in Hastings. 

By Jackie Lupo

IRVINGTON — The Irvington School 
District will provide a place for a com-
memorative sculpture, on Main Street 
School property, to honor the enslaved 
Africans who labored in Irvington. The 
bas-relief, by artist Vinnie Bagwell of 
Yonkers, will be affixed to a stone mon-
ument and installed near the statue of 
Rip Van Winkle. 

The pact with the school district, 
discussed at an Irvington School Board 
meeting on Jan. 26, ends a months-
long quest by a group of Irvington res-
idents known as the Commemorating 
Enslaved Africans Committee (CEAC). 

CEAC has been determined to find a 
prominent downtown location for the 
monument, even after the Irvington 
Board of Trustees back-burnered the 
committee’s request last summer to 
locate it on Village-owned property on 
Main Street. 

CEAC has pledged to raise 100 per-
cent of the funds for monument. Bag-
well’s fee for a 30-by-20-inch bronze 
bas-relief is $10,000. The image to be 
depicted has not been announced. As 
of Jan. 29, the committee had raised 
“$6,000 in pledges and matches from 
committed and visionary allies,” 
according to CEAC member Sarah Cox. 

Cox and fellow resident Cathy 

Sears conducted research about the 
enslaved Africans and wrote a story 
about them for the Winter 2019 issue 
of the Irvington Historical Society’s 
newsletter, The Roost.

The committee had approached 
the village board of trustees for help 
in creating two permanent tributes 
to the slaves. In August, the trustees 
approved a request for a memorial 
garden, with benches and a plaque, on 
Village-owned land on South Buck-
hout Street, near Barney Brook, near 
the site of a former slave burial ground. 
The Village will be the primary source 

Inside

Enterprise
T H E  R I V E R T O W N S

VOLUME  45, NUMBER  43 • FEBRUARY  5,  2021  75 CENTS

The Hometown Newspaper  

of Hastings-on-Hudson, 

Dobbs Ferry, Ardsley

and Irvington
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REGION — For a second straight year, 
New York State’s public schools may for-
go standardized testing. The New York 
State Department of Education (NYSED) 
has petitioned the U.S. Department of 
Education (DOE) to waive its require-
ments for administering the tests, cit-
ing disruptions in teaching and learning 
caused by the coronavirus pandemic.

The waiver would apply to all state 
tests required at all grade levels.

In March 2020, during the first 
upsurge of the coronavirus, the DOE 
announced that the testing requirement 
included in the Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) would be eliminated for that 
year for all states that applied for waivers. 
All 50 states took advantage of the offer.

Normally, ESSA, a U.S. law passed 
in 2015 to replace the “No Child Left 
Behind” Act, requires states to administer 
English, math, and science tests in grades 
3 through 8 and during high school, and 
submit the results to the DOE or risk los-
ing federal aid.

In September, then-Secretary of 
Education Betsy DeVos warned states 
that they should not expect waivers to 
be granted again in 2021. But with the 
Democratic election victory in Novem-
ber, DeVos is no longer on the scene, 
and it’s unknown whether President 
Joseph Biden’s nominee for Secretary 
of Education, Connecticut Education 
Commissioner Miguel Cardona, will 
support the waivers.

A Latino who grew up in public hous-
ing, the incoming education chief has 
mentioned the lingering equity issues 
being exacerbated by Covid-19. In his 
nomination acceptance speech last 
month, he said the pandemic “has taken 
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District approves spot for tribute to slaves
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