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Village gives police chief a retirement sendoff

TIM LAMORTE/RIVERTOWNS ENTERPRISE

Chief Michael Cerone thanks fellow law enforcement officers who lined up along North Ferris Street.
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By Kris DiLorenzo

DOBBS FERRY — The fact that some 
parents are excluded from participating 
in Dobbs Ferry School District elections 
— as candidates and as voters — was 
the subject of a discussion during the 
Dobbs Ferry Board of Education meet-
ing on Feb. 9. 

These parents, who are almost all 
Black, Indigenous, and People of Color 
(BIPOC), work for Children’s Village 
(CV) and live at the D’Assern housing 
complex set aside for members of that 
residential treatment center’s staff.

Technically, those families reside 

not in the Dobbs Ferry School District 
(DFSD), but in Greenburgh Eleven, 
a “Special Act public school district” 
serving students at CV. That district has 
its own board of education. 

According to the Southern West-
chester Board of Cooperative Educa-
tional Services (SWBOCES) website, 
special act districts, created by the State, 
“provide unique educational and ther-
apeutic opportunities to students who 
have experienced difficulty or failure 
in previous school settings. Special act 
districts are located on the grounds of 
residential child-care facilities licensed 
by the Department of Social Services.” 

Greenburgh Eleven’s geographic 
boundaries align with CV’s. Green-
burgh Eleven pays about $600,000 
annually for D’Assern children to 
attend Dobbs Ferry’s three public 
schools. 

On Feb. 9, members of the Dobbs 
Ferry PTSA’s Diversity Committee told 
the board of education that the inability 
to participate in elections renders D’As-
sern parents unable to advocate for 
their children, some of whom walk to 
school due to a lack of busing, and that 
such conditions are an issue of equi-

CV staff left out of Dobbs school elections
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By Jackie Lupo

IRVINGTON — The bagpiped strains 
of “God Bless America” filled North Fer-
ris Street as Chief Michael Cerone exited 
Irvington police headquarters on the after-
noon of Thursday, Feb. 11. 

Members of police departments from 
around Westchester County, along with 
Irvington officials and residents, stood 
outside to salute Cerone, whose 45-year 
career in law enforcement, including 42 
years in Irvington, was ending because he 
was approaching 70, the mandatory retire-
ment age.

“The turnout here is a sign of respect 
for a man who’s always had respect for law 
enforcement and the Village of Irvington,” 
Mayor Brian Smith said. He added that 

although calls from the chief were often 
not to deliver good news, “I always knew I 
had someone who was very capable, calm, 
and up to whatever the task was that pre-
sented itself.”

In a heartfelt farewell speech, Cerone 
thanked local officials, as well as volun-
teer fire department and ambulance corps 
members, for their service and cooperation 
through the years.

“Finally,” Cerone said, “I didn’t do this 
alone. I wish to thank all the members of 
the Irvington Police Department for their 
service. It has been an honor to be chief of 
the department and to come to know all of 
you, both personally and professionally.” 
He also thanked his colleagues’ families and 
spouses for their support and sacrifice.

Cerone, who formerly lived in the village 

but now resides in Ossining, told the Enter-
prise that he looks forward to traveling and 
visiting relatives around the country once 
Covid-related restrictions are lifted. 

He became fascinated with police work 
while watching the 1950s TV series “Drag-
net.” Before his first police job, he served 
in the U.S. Navy, spending two years on 
active duty and four years in the naval 
reserves. He joined the Westchester Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department (now part of the 
Westchester County Department of Pub-
lic Safety) in 1976. 

Three years later, he was hired by the 
Irvington Police Department. Change, he 
recalled, had been “constant” since then.

“When I came on the job here in 1979, 
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