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Neither lines nor rain keep voters from polls

TIM LAMORTE/RIVERTOWNS ENTERPRISE

Hastings resident Alison Mort (center) and her 4-year-old son, Bennett, exit Dobbs Ferry Village Hall after dropping of an absentee ballot on Oct. 31.

By Jackie Lupo

REGION — As America’s future hung in 
the balance on Nov. 3, Rivertowns may-
ors and local elected officials urged the 
public to be patience and keep the peace 
no matter how long it took to count all 
the ballots.

That was the message at a press con-
ference held outside Greenburgh Town 
Hall on Election Day by “Protect the 
Results Rivertowns.” The organiza-
tion is part of a nonpartisan coalition, 
with more than 500 chapters, dedicated 
to assuring a full and fair count of all 
votes, including mail-in ballots, in the 
presidential election. 

Stuart Hackel of Hastings, a self-de-
scribed Independent who heads up the 
local chapter of Protect the Results, 
explained, “We want people to stay 
calm and let the votes be counted. If it 
takes a while that’s OK. There’s never 
been a presidential vote where the real 
votes were available right away.” Hackel 
said the message coming from President 
Donald Trump that mail-in votes were 
not legitimate was wrong: “There’s zero 
proof that there’s voter fraud.” 

The mayors of Ardsley, Dobbs Fer-
ry, Elmsford, Hastings, Irvington, Sleepy 
Hollow, and Tarrytown signed onto a 
joint statement, along with Greenburgh 
Town Supervisor Paul Feiner. At the 

press event, Mayor Niki Armacost of 
Hastings took turns with Ardsley Mayor 
Nancy Kaboolian reading the statement, 
which stressed that “New York’s election 
laws include provisions for early voting 
and mail-in ballots and their counting. 
Each of these votes is just as legitimate as a 
vote cast on Nov. 3.” The statement not-
ed that there had been “unprecedented 
activity” in voting options such as mail-in 
ballots. “These votes may not be tabulat-
ed by Election Day,” it read. “Around the 
nation, we may also see recounts, audits, 
and other legal steps taken to reach an 
accurate result. The process can be long 
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Officials call for calm during vote count

By Kris DiLorenzo

DOBBS FERRY — Dobbs Ferry was a 
microcosm of the nation during West-
chester County’s nine days of early voting 
ahead of the Nov. 3 general election. 

Even before the official noon starting 
time on Saturday, Oct. 24, eager vot-
ers were queued up at — and around 
— Dobbs Ferry Village Hall — the only 
early voting location in the Rivertowns, 
though there were 16 others throughout 
the county.   

Hundreds of people converged on 
village hall every day of the early voting 
period, which ended at 6 p.m. on Sunday, 
Nov. 1. Some whiled away the waiting 
time chatting on their cellphones; others 
broke out their folding chairs to take a 
load off their feet,.

Because of the huge turnout and exten-
sive wait times, the county’s Board of Elec-
tions extended voting hours by one hour 
at the end of each day starting Oct. 27. 

On Election Day, village hall was one 
of six polling places for Dobbs Ferry 
residents, including Dobbs Ferry High 
School, the Dobbs Ferry Public Library, 
and Springhurst Elementary School.

Eighteen-year Dobbs Ferry resident 
Denise Woodin, an administrator at the 
Rye YMCA, chose the early voting option 
rather than voting by mail. She explained, 
“I thought it would be easy, more reliable 
than the mail, and I enjoy the act of going 
to a polling place and voting; it’s a civic act 
that brings us together.”

When she arrived at village hall in a 
drizzle shortly before noon on Thurs-
day, Oct. 29, the line of would-be voters 

snaked from the back entrance of village 
hall, up Elm Street to Broadway, then 
north to Oak Street. 

Woodin, 59, couldn’t help but compare 
this voting experience to Election Day 
2016, when she voted at the high school 
with at most 20 people on line ahead of 
her. This time, she and a companion wait-
ed for an hour. “I talked with my friend 
and tried to stay dry,” she said. 

Dobbs Ferry resident Vicki Roberto, 47, 
a registrar in the Bedford Central School 
District, had intended to vote by mail. 
“I requested an absentee ballot early on 
so that I didn’t have to wait in line with a 
horde of people during this pandemic,” she 
said. “I am considered medically high-risk, 
so I thought this would be a safer option.”
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