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Film complex proposed for South Broadway
Electric Owl Studio’s overhead rendering of the proposed complex

By Kris DiLorenzo

HASTINGS — After 50 years at 10 Old 
Jackson Avenue in Hastings, the First 
Unitarian Society of Westchester (FUSW) 
is seeking a new home.

FUSW sold its 6,000-square-foot 
building, which sits on 3.5-acres, for 
$750,000 to Steppe Education, Inc., the 
parent company of Barvinok Day Care 
Center, which rented space from FUSW 
for 10 years. The sale closed on Nov. 8.

In September 2021, Hurricane Ida 
caused extensive damage to the building. 
For the past year the Society has leased 

the chapel at South Presbyterian Church 
in Dobbs Ferry. 

The Rev. Arlin Roy told the Enterprise 
last November that Ida left the Society’s 
piano submerged up to the keys, chairs 
covered with mud, and the furnace and 
water filtration system inoperable. The 
water level outside the one-story build-
ing reached above the windows. Wall-
board had to be taken down and all the 
electrical wiring stripped. Everything in 
the kitchen was destroyed, including the 
dishwasher, stove, and refrigerator.

FUSW treasurer Susan Greenberg, a 
Society member since 1982, explained to the 

Enterprise on Nov. 11, “We do not yet know 
the total cost of the hurricane damage. We 
spent $50,000 to get it cleaned... we replaced 
the wiring with waterproof wiring. Still, 
Steppe Education has a lot to do.”

In 2007, the church also had a flood, 
caused by a late-season nor’easter.

By last November it was clear that the 
building wouldn’t continue as a church. 

On Jan. 30, the Society voted to sell 
its home, which was built in 1956 as 
a nursery school. Now the Society is 
working with a realtor in its search for 
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Site passes from church to day care center
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By Tim Lamorte

HASTINGS — In June 2021, the Gotham 
Organization proposed building 192 rental 
apartments and eight townhouses on 20 of 
the 24 acres owned by Graham-Windham at 
1 South Broadway, on the border of Hastings 
and Yonkers.

Seventeen months later, after the Gotham 
plan never moved forward, Electric Owl Stu-
dios unveiled a vision to turn that property 
into a filming complex of six sound stages, 
three mill buildings, office space, and a parking 
garage. The site would need to be rezoned for 
the studios.

Michael Hahn and Dan Rosenfelt, the 
co-founders of Electric Owl Studios, present-
ed that proposal during the Hastings Board 
of Trustees meeting on Nov. 15. They were 

joined by Ben Ruswick of Michael Maltzan 
Architecture and William Null of the law firm 
Cuddy & Feder. 

The Greenburgh-Graham School District 
would retain at least four acres for its elemen-
tary, middle, and high school, which serve stu-
dents with behavioral, emotional, and learning 
disabilities between ages 5 and 21. Graham 
stopped housing students at that site in 2020.

Electric Owl Studios would reuse Graham’s 
former administration building and five addi-
tional buildings at the center of the campus. 
Office space would total between 30,000 and 
50,000 square feet. The rest of the buildings 
would be replaced.

The six sound-proof stages, each 20,000 
square feet, would be built side-by-side along the 
southern border of the property, across Dudley 
Street from the Lenoir Preserve and Riveredge, 

a 158-unit apartment building. There would be 
solar panels on the roofs and vegetation on the 
exterior walls of the sound stages.

The three mill buildings, also 20,000 square 
feet each, would be built with green roofs at the 
southeast, southwest, and northwest corners or 
the property. The mill buildings would be used 
for assorted purposes such as building sets.

There would be 300 parking spaces for 
the studios and 200 for the schools, includ-
ing a three-level parking garage built into the 
hillside below the mill building in the north-
west corner.

The current percentage of permeable sur-
faces would be retained and any trees removed 
would be replaced.

Electric Owl Studios estimates that most 
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