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Lessons and carols
Members of the Cherub Choir at Sacred Heart Church in Dobbs Ferry, including 10-year-old 

Sofia Burgos (center), perform during a service of lessons and carols on Sunday, Dec. 19. 

The church’s pastor, the Rev. Chris Monturo, and music director, Sandor Szabo, led the ser-

vice, which also featured Sacred Heart’s adult choir accompanied by organ, piano, brass, 

strings, bells, and percussion.

By Jackie Lupo

IRVINGTON — During their meeting 
on Dec. 20, the Irvington Village Board 
unanimously passed resolutions sup-
porting two Main Street sites honoring 
Black residents in the village’s history.

The first resolution authorized an 
inter-municipal agreement with the 
Irvington School District regarding the 
maintenance of a monument honoring 
enslaved Africans that will be placed on 
district property between village hall 
and the Main Street School.

The second resolution named the 
plaza in front of village hall after the 
most famous African-American in the 

history of the Irvington, Madam C.J. 
Walker, the first self-made female mil-
lionaire in the United States.

The bas relief sculpture on a granite 
slab, now being made by Black artist 
Vinnie Bagwell of Yonkers, will depict 
an enslaved African girl with enslaved 
adult field workers carved into her 
garment. They represent people who 
worked the tenant farms that were part 
of the colonial-era Philipsburg Manor, 
which extended north from Yonkers 
along the Hudson for 22 miles, and 
included what is now Irvington.

The initiative to create the sculpture 
began with “Commemorate,” a group 
of Irvington residents formed in 2019 

to shed light on the history of enslave-
ment in the village. Commemorate 
members Sarah Cox and Cathy Sears 
found records proving that slavery 
existed among prominent local fami-
lies such as the Buckhouts, Dearmans, 
Dutchers, and Eckars — names now 
enshrined on downtown streets. 

Cox and Sears gave talks about 
their findings and published a story 
about them in the Winter 2019 issue of 
Irvington Historical Society’s newslet-
ter “The Roost.” 

That information led to the village 
board’s reluctance to approve a pro-
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By Jackie Lupo

REGION — Will they or won’t they? 
Village boards throughout the River-
towns have been peeking across their 
borders for nine months now, trying to 
figure out whether neighboring munic-
ipalities would permit or prohibit mar-
ijuana businesses, such as retail stores 
(dispensaries), or on-site consumption 
establishments (lounges). 

New York’s Marijuana Regulation 
and Taxation Act, signed into law in 
March 2021, legalized adult use of can-
nabis and gave the State power to reg-
ulate its production and sale. But local 
municipalities were given a deadline of 
Dec. 31 to pass their own laws prohibit-
ing cannabis retail dispensaries, on-site 
consumption lounges, or both. Towns 
that allow the deadline to pass without 
enacting an opt-out law are considered 
to have implicitly “opted in.”

The state law has another wrinkle: 
If a municipality lets the opt-out dead-
line pass without prohibiting either 
kind of business — and then regrets it 
— tough luck. That nine-month opt-
out window was a one-time-only offer 
from the State. On the other hand, if a 
locality opts out of one or both forms 
of cannabis business now, they can 
reverse their decision.

Here’s the final tally: Hastings and 
the Town of Greenburgh opted out of 
lounges, but allowed dispensaries. Ard-
sley, Dobbs Ferry, and Irvington opted 
out of both. 

Hastings was the last to make it offi-
cial on Tuesday, Dec. 21, when the vil-
lage board passed a resolution to “opt 
out” of allowing cannabis lounges in the 
village, by a vote of 4-1 (Trustee Mor-
gen Fleisig dissented). 

Hastings’ board did not hold an offi-
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Plaza to be renamed for Madam Walker
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Off for Dec. 31
The Rivertowns Enter-
prise will not be pub-
lished the week of Dec. 
31. The next issue will 
be Jan. 7. The Enterprise 
office will be closed from 
Dec. 25 to Jan. 2.


