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Seniors flock to clinic for Covid vaccinations

TIM LAMORTE/RIVERTOWNS ENTERPRISE

72-year-old Joe Burczeuski of Dobbs Ferry receives a vaccination.

By Jackie Lupo

HASTINGS — The Village of Hastings 
reached #1 on the New York State Clean 
Energy Communities leaderboard last week, 
amassing the most points of any participat-
ing municipality. The village earned that 
honor by performing actions related to clean 
energy and sustainability. 

“It’s completely exciting to be at the 
top of the state,” Mayor Niki Armacost 
said on March 4. “In terms of philoso-
phy, what we care about is pushing the 
envelope in terms of climate change. So 
being recognized for that is something 
that’s really exciting, and it’s a recognition 

of all the amazing people that have been 
involved. That includes volunteers, and it 
also includes Village staff that have done a 
lot of work to get us to that point.”

The Clean Energy Communities (CEC) 
program was launched in 2016 by NYSER-
DA, the New York State Energy Research 
and Development Authority. While it’s 
always nice to win bragging rights for help-
ing to preserve the environment, CEC also 
offers rewards to help communities do that, 
in the form of cash grants and guidance for 
implementing clean energy practices. 

Communities earn points for perform-
ing “high-impact” actions such as using 
100 percent renewable energy, installing 

LED street lights, signing up for a commu-
nity choice aggregation program to save 
money on green energy, and participating 
in the Climate Smart Communities certifi-
cation program.

A locality can be designated a “Clean 
Energy Community” after completing four 
such high-impact actions, making it eligible 
for a $5,000 Designation Grant. 

After that, the door is open to col-
lect points for additional high-impact 
actions. When a community reaches cer-
tain point thresholds, it becomes eligible 
for additional grants. 
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By Kris DiLorenzo

DOBBS FERRY — The Embassy Commu-
nity Center in Dobbs Ferry hosted the first 
coronavirus vaccination clinic in the River-
towns on Saturday, March 6. The clinic was 
also the first event at the community center 
since it was renovated between June 2016 
and December 2020. 

The Village of Dobbs Ferry and Rite 
Aid offered the vaccinations for seniors 
65-plus. The required second doses will 
be administered on Saturday, April 3, 
also at the Embassy Center, 60 Palisade 
Street. Rite Aid is distributing the Mod-
erna vaccine.

The 500 appointments were booked, 
and a waiting list established, between 

Feb. 26 and March 1, in response to email 
announcements by the Village of Dobbs 
Ferry and the Dobbs Ferry School District, 
as well as phone calls to seniors from Recre-
ation Department Senior Advocate/Senior 
Program Director Abby Connett and Alissa 
Fasman, assistant to the Dobbs Ferry Village 
Administrator.

“We had almost 1,000 requests,” Con-
nett told the Enterprise on March 4. She 
and Fasman reached out to specific seniors 
first. “We had a list of our Dobbs Ferry 
needy, folks who had [physical] trouble or 
could not go to the [Westchester] County 
Center. These were people who were able 
to go only locally.” 

The Village bus used to transport 
seniors to medical appointments and to 

grocery stores brought 18 people to the 
Embassy Center. On duty were staff from 
the Village’s recreation, police, and public 
works departments, as well as members 
of its volunteer ambulance corps. Mayor 
Vincent Rossillo and village Trustee Nicole 
Sullivan, as well as ex-mayor Hartley Con-
nett, also helped. 

“It’s all hands on deck,” Hartley Con-
nett’s wife, Abby, noted.

The community center was segmented 
into seven marked zones. Seniors checked in 
at Zone 1; had their temperatures taken at 
Zone 2; registered at Zone 3; waited on line at 
Zone 4; and waited in a room with tables and 
chairs at Zone 5. In Zone 6, two Rite Aid phar-
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Hastings leads on clean energy scoreboard
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