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Shirt spurs effort ‘to make this town better’

TIM LAMORTE/RIVERTOWNS ENTERPRISE

Kelli Scott, Dr. Nitin Gupta, the Rev. Drew Paton, Jayda Holifield, Arlene Burgos, and the Rev. Gareth Evans tear apart the shirt.

By Jackie Lupo

REGION — Festivity in the Hudson 
Valley usually shifts into high gear 
around Halloween, with local historic 
sites such as Washington Irving’s Sun-
nyside and Van Cortlandt Manor host-
ing themed events. But this year, owing 
to pandemic-related restrictions, many 
of this region’s beloved seasonal attrac-
tions have been canceled, while others 
have been modified. 

“Typically, we are very active in the 
fall — not just us, but other cultural 
organizations in our area,” Rob Sch-
weitzer, vice president of communica-

tions and commerce for Historic Hud-
son Valley, said on Sept. 11. “It all stems 
back to Washington Irving and ‘The 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow.’”

Schweitzer said that the coronavi-
rus “significantly” impacted spring and 
summer programs at HHV properties. 

“As we began to inventory the fall, we 
began to ask, ‘Could we go forward with 
this event, or that event?’”

One favorite HHV tradition, “The 
Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze” at Van 
Cortlandt Manor in Croton-on-Hud-
son, will go on. “That event lends itself 
very well to the environment we’re in,” 
Schweitzer explained. “It’s outdoors, it’s 

touch-free, there’s no interaction with 
others. So, we’re working within what 
New York State calls ‘Guidelines for 
Low-Risk Outdoor Arts and Entertain-
ment.’ But our capacity is significantly 
reduced; we are requiring everybody to 
wear a mask and to maintain social dis-
tance throughout the experience.”

The biggest change is that, in accor-
dance with State guidelines, HHV 
reduced capacity by 67 percent, which 
will have a dramatic effect on a popular 
venue that tends to be crowded, accord-
ing to Schweitzer. 
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By Tim Lamorte

DOBBS FERRY — The offending T-shirt 
ended up in shreds during the rally it 
spurred at Waterfront Park on Sunday, 
Sept. 13. 

The three organizers of the event, as 
well as two pastors and a pediatrician, tore 
up the shirt, which was one of three left 
outside the homes of families of color last 
week in Dobbs Ferry, according to activist 
Kelli Scott of Irvington.

Scott and her fellow organizers — 
Arlene Burgos of Irvington and Jayda 
Holifield, formerly of Irvington — were 
joined by the Rev. Gareth Evans of the 
Church of St. Barnabas in Irvington, the 
Rev. Drew Paton of South Presbyterian 

Church in Dobbs Ferry, and Dr. Nitin 
Gupta of Rivertowns Pediatrics in Dobbs 
Ferry.

The words “Welcome to Dobbs Fer-
ry” were printed on the front of the shirt. 
On the back, under the headline “Please 
respect it!” was the statement: “You came 
from there because you didn’t like there. 
And now you want to change here to be 
like there. We are not racist, phobic, or 
anti whatever-you-are. We simply like 
here the way it is and many of us were 
actually born here and stayed because 
it is not like there. Wherever there was. 
You are welcome here with open arms! 
But, please stop trying to make here like 
there. If you want here to be like there, 
you should not have left there to come 

here. Please love Dobbs Ferry as we do and 
please do your best to leave it just as you 
found it.”

Hundreds of attendees listened to 
speaker after speaker denounce that mes-
sage, including New York State Senate 
Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, 
Westchester Deputy County Executive 
Ken Jenkins, and Tanesha Grant of Mom’s 
United for Black Lives.

The organizers wore T-shirts bearing 
the words “Get in Trouble/Good Trouble/
Necessary Trouble,” which were borrowed 
from a speech by U.S. congressman and 
civil rights leader John Lewis, who passed 
away in July at age 80.
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