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Back on stage
Disco drag divas mark return 

of indoor productions
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Riverside Haunts
Theatrical production brings 

local lore to life
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RIP Rocky
Beloved Hastings resident 

passes away at age 72
— PAGE 5

Studio Tour returns after pandemic hiatus
String sculptor David Press will be at the James Harmon Community Center in Hastings.

By Jackie Lupo

HASTINGS — Westchester County respond-
ed to Hastings resident’s concerns about the 
first draft of a repaving plan for Farragut 
Avenue, a county-owned road. The origi-
nal set of blueprints, released in August, was 
critiqued at a public forum on Sept. 13, with 
some residents questioning the safety of new 
turning configurations at some intersections, 
and others expressing alarm that the new plan 
removed parking in front of homes across 
from Burke Field to make way for a bike lane.

In fact, the addition of bike lanes — in 
some cases, dedicated bike lanes and in 
others, shared ones — responds to the Vil-
lage’s goal of promoting “complete streets,” 

a term that means each roadway should 
provide equal, safe access for various forms 
of wheeled transportation along with side-
walks, where possible, for pedestrians. 

In the newest plan for Farragut Avenue, 
the dedicated bike lanes will come and go. 
Both cyclists and motorists would need to 
pay attention to the markings on the pave-
ment because a symbol, called a “sharrow,” 
indicating a shared bike/motor vehicle lane, 
would appear in locations where the dedi-
cated bike lane disappears.

When using a lane marked with the 
“sharrow” icon, cyclists are not required to 
move to the right to allow motorists to pass 
them. “The New York State Department of 
Transportation treats bicycles as vehicles,” 

Trustee Morgen Fleisig told the Enterprise 
on Oct. 8. “This share symbol is reminding 
vehicles that are bigger to share the lane.”

The redesigned roadway begins at Five 
Corners and extends to the Farragut Ave-
nue/Farragut Parkway split. Several Far-
ragut Avenue residents objected to the 
elimination of parking along the east side 
of the roadway, from Ravensdale Road to 
the crescent island across from the Burke 
Estate, and the latest draft of the plan 
restores much of it. To do that, however, 
eliminates parking on the school district’s 
Burke Field (west) side of that stretch.

“The entire project is dictated by the dis-
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REGION — The RiverArts Studio Tour is 
returning on Saturday, Oct. 23 after a two-
year hiatus due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
This marks the first time the Studio Tour, 
which invites the public into artists’ work-
spaces, is taking place in the fall rather 
than in April, as has been the annual tradi-
tion. More than 70 artists from Hastings, 
Dobbs Ferry, Ardsley, Irvington, and Tar-
rytown are participating. 

Visiting hours are from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Admission is free. Federal and New York State 
Covid-19 protocols will be followed, with 
masks required in all studios on the tour. As it is 
a family event, with all ages welcomed to attend, 
arts-related activities are planned for children.

“It is a wonderful feeling to once again be 
able to offer members of the community the 

opportunity to experience a diversity of art and 
culture and the chance to visit with the artists 
in their own studios and to hear their stories,” 
RiverArts artistic director Kate Ashby said.

The decision to hold the Studio Tour this 
month, rather than wait until April 2022, was 
formalized in June, according to Ashby.

“It was a case of sooner rather than 
later after going through quite a long hia-
tus,” she said. “We reached out to the art-
ists and they were all for it. There is a lot of 
positive energy in the artistic community 
and they are eager to share this with peo-
ple who love art and have been supportive 
of the Studio Tour in the past.”

Attendees will be able to see ceramics, 
collages, drawings, fiber arts, mixed media, 
mosaics, paintings, photographs, and sculp-
ture. The studios range from industrial lofts 
to rooms in homes. There will also be artists 

sharing spaces such as the James Harmon 
Community Center in Hastings.

The Studio Tour website (riverartsstu-
diotour.com) has been designed by Patrick 
Harmon of Ossining and Henry Levin of 
Hastings, an intern for RiverArts. Included is 
information on the artists, a PDF map of the 
locations, and an interactive Google map.

Adhering to a tradition established for 
the spring Studio Tour, preview shows are 
on view at the Hastings Village Hall through 
Oct. 24 and at the Dobbs Ferry Public Library 
through Oct. 29.

An “Artist Conversation with Malcolm 
D. MacDougall III” is scheduled for this Sun-
day, Oct. 17, at 3 p.m. at his riverfront studio 
behind 145 Palisade Street in Dobbs Ferry. 
Marie Louise Miller of Hastings will talk with 
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