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TIM LAMORTE/RIVERTOWNS ENTERPRISE

The Hermit
Ed Herbstman of Hastings portrays the hermit Johann Wilhelm Stolting of Irvington during the 

River’s Edge Theatre Company’s performance of “Riverside Haunts” on Friday, Oct. 28, at 

The Good Witch Coffee Bar in Hastings. Meghan Covington of Ardsley, the artistic director of 

River’s Edge, wrote and directed the production, which featured five performances based on 

local lore. Stolting lived alone in the Irvington Woods, where he was buried after his death 

on Jan. 10, 1888.

By Jackie Lupo

REGION — As the humanitarian crisis in 
Afghanistan continues, a group of south-
ern Westchester charities is supporting 
Afghan refugees in the U.S. One of these 
organizations, Rivertowns for Refugees, 
which helps resettle political refugees to 
the U.S., will hold a fundraiser on Sunday, 
Nov. 21, from 4-6 p.m. at South Presbyte-
rian Church in Dobbs Ferry.

“We’re selling tickets in advance,” one 
of the organization’s leaders, Dobbs Ferry 
resident Niall Cain, said on Oct. 29. “Or 
hope is to raise about $25,000, which is the 
sum required to support and house a fam-
ily for a year in Westchester County.”

Cain said that while the $25,000 figure 
is “a bit on the low side,” they also rely 
on donations of items such as clothing, 
household goods, and furniture. 

Tickets are available at rivertownsforref-
ugees.org/nov-2021-fundraiser. For those 
unable to attend, it’s possible to make a 
donation via the online form. Furniture 
can be donated to the Furniture Share-
house at furnituresharehouse.org. The 
Sharehouse provides free furniture to peo-
ple in need referred there by member agen-
cies, including Rivertowns for Refugees.

The program will begin with a roundta-
ble discussion featuring key players in local 
refugee resettlement: Catholic Charities 
Community Services, HIAS (Hebrew Immi-

grant Aid Society) New York, Hearts and 
Home for Refugees, and Rivertowns for Ref-
ugees, along with recently resettled refugees. 

Following the roundtable, there will be 
a classical piano performance by Eugene 
Sirotkine, music director of the Hudson 
Valley Singers, a chorus that rehearses at 
Zion Episcopal Church in Dobbs Fer-
ry. There will also be traditional Afghan 
music and spoken word performances, 
and a silent auction of work by Afghani 
artists. Light refreshments will be served.

Rivertowns for Refugees was founded 
six years ago by Steve Grieder of Irvington. 
The volunteer organization gained official 
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By Kris DiLorenzo

REGION — The results of the 2020 
Census led Westchester County Plan-
ning Commissioner Norma Drum-
mond, during a Zoom slide presenta-
tion on Oct. 27, to pronounce Ardsley 
“the star of most of the show tonight.” 
Drummond was referring to Ardsley’s 
multiple #1 rankings, with an occa-
sional #2, in almost every census cate-
gory of growth. 

The Westchester League of Wom-
en Voters hosted the program during 
which census statistics, released in 
August, were laid out. The charts began 
with an overview of the U.S. popula-
tion, then narrowed in scope to the 
state, region, county, and finally the 
Rivertowns of Ardsley, Briarcliff Man-
or, Croton-on-Hudson, Dobbs Ferry, 
Hastings, Irvington, Ossining Village, 
Sleepy Hollow, and Tarrytown. Yonkers 
was included, but not as a Rivertown. 

Westchester’s 48 municipalities were 
ranked according to their percentage 
of increase or decrease in population 
growth, and for their growth broken 
down according to race and age (over 
or under 18). The charts also included 
basic housing statistics. 

T h e  c o u n t y ’ s  p o p u l a t i o n  o f 
1,004,457 represented a 5.8 percent 
increase since the 2010 census; those of 
voting age now make up 77.8 percent of 
the population, a 1.9 percent increase.

Though Ardsley, at 5,079 residents, 
is the county’s second smallest munic-
ipality (Buchanan is the smallest with 
2,302 residents), since 2010 the village 
has shown the greatest percentage of 
growth: 14.1 percent, up from 4,452. 
Nearly the same percentage of Ardsley’s 
survey respondents came of voting age 
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