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In their shoes
Routes to school put to the 
test during walking tour
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Very well
Dobbs legend memorialized 

in bronze on stone
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Fauci
Producers help tell story 
beyond the pandemic
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Village celebrates its Revolutionary history
The Hearts of Oak fife and drum trio of Garrett Miller, Brin Dennis, and Matthew Skic perform on Oct. 2.

By Jackie Lupo

HASTINGS — It’s been four years 
since the Village of Hastings began 
studying traffic on James and High 
streets in an effort to determine the 
reason so many cars use that southern 
corridor. Last month, Sam Schwartz 
Consulting, the Village’s traffic engi-
neers, submitted the results of a new 
survey to measure the success of posted 
rules designed to discourage motorists 
from using those narrow residential 
roads to get to Broadway (Route 9).

At a Sept. 29 public forum, held on 
Zoom, Steven Wong of Sam Schwartz 
said the signs prohibiting left turns 

onto James Street during the 7-9 a.m. 
rush had impeded drivers from tak-
ing that route. He also noted that stop 
signs installed on High Street were 
further deterrents, as was a temporary 
prohibition of the U-turn on Broad-
way between Windsor Road and Devon 
Way. However, the engineers recom-
mended against adopting the U-turn 
ban, as it had the unwanted effect of 
making it difficult for some residents to 
access their homes.

The study, conducted with the traffic 
analytics firm StreetLight, attempted to 
count southbound commuters to Exec-
utive Boulevard during the morning 
rush (7- 9 a.m.) who were rejecting the 

parkways in favor of local streets. Street-
Light recorded the location of smart-
phones in cars that had location services 
enabled on any app, logging them as 
they moved from three possible origin 
points, to one common midpoint, to 
two destinations. It didn’t analyze where 
every car taking the High Street/James 
Street shortcut came from or went to, 
just the ones that passed through the 
origins, midpoint, and end points.

The origin points were southbound 
on the Saw Mill River Parkway north of 
Clarence Avenue; westbound on Jack-
son Avenue east of Saw Mill River Road 
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C O N T I N U E D  O N  P A G E  1 5

By Jackie Lupo

HASTINGS — Hastings residents, dignitar-
ies, and a costumed fife and drum trio turned 
out at Wagner Plaza on Sept. 30 to celebrate 
the dedication of “Revolutionary Walk,” 
where six interpretive panels tell the story of 
the Battle of Edgar’s Lane. Near that site, on 
Sept. 30, 1778, Continental soldiers helped by 
local informants ambushed a troop of Hessian 
mercenaries working for the Redcoats, killing 
all the enemy cavalry and taking their com-
mander prisoner. 

The dedication was part of the run-up to 
the 250th anniversary, or semiquincentennial, 
celebrations planned across the U.S. in 2026.

Mayor Nicola Armacost called the parklet 
“a stunning, beautiful new gateway into our 
village... it will be a treasured resource for par-
ents and teachers as they explain to their chil-

dren what happened here in Hastings almost 
250 years ago.” 

The dedication of the plaza was five years 
in the making by a volunteer group, Revolu-
tionary Hastings. 

Longtime resident Fred Charles wanted to 
call attention to Hastings’ role in the Ameri-
can War of Independence. A multi-talented 
committee formed around him, including 
vice-chair Andrew Bordwin and Niles Jae-
ger, a trustee of the Hastings Historical Soci-
ety. Other residents with a special interest in 
history or a particular skill set joined them as 
the group gained support and funding. Revo-
lutionary Hastings has had financial support 
from entities such as the Village of Hastings, 
Westchester County, the Scarsdale Historical 
Society, and the Diane Dobbs Allen Charitable 
Trust for Hastings-on-Hudson.

Painter Don Troiani gave the committee 

permission to reproduce his painting of the 
battle, “Ambush at Westchester,” in the pla-
za, and cartographer Robert Romagnoli (who 
designed the map of the Old Croton Aqueduct 
Trail) produced an illustrated map of the area 
to accompany historical illustrations by John 
Wright and graphic design by Laura Smyth.

Area historians were also recruited, includ-
ing Erik Weiselberg, Ph.D., a history teacher 
at Irvington High School who is also principal 
historian for Revolutionary Westchester 250. 
Weiselberg produced an 82-page report on 
the battle. “His writings are the spine of the 
project,” Charles said. 

Natalie Barry, president of the Hastings 
Historical Society, said she first met Fred 
Charles when he came into the society’s head-
quarters at Observatory Cottage to talk about 
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