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Bye bye invasives
Ishrat Jahan removes invasive vegetation at Pascone Park in Ardsley on Saturday, April 17, 

as part of a series of Earth Month events. For additional events, visit ardsleycan.org.

By Kris DiLorenzo

DOBBS FERRY — To help the Village of 
Dobbs Ferry’s new Affordable Housing 
Task Force develop a plan, the Dobbs 
Ferry Board of Trustees approved a joint 
proposal, on April 13, by the Pace Uni-
versity Land Use Law Center and the Tar-
rytown-based Housing Action Council to 
assist the task force.

Comprising the task force are chair 
Tracy Baron, Trustees Donna Cassell 
and Maura Daroczy, and Rob Lane of the 
planning board. Tracy’s husband, Rob 
Baron, liaison to the Traffic Committee, 
is a guest member.

“Dobbs Ferry, like so many places in 
Westchester, is becoming less and less 
affordable as a place to live,” Tracy Bar-
on told the Enterprise. “If we want our 
village to remain an accessible and wel-
coming place, we need to be proactive in 
thinking and planning for these issues.”

The task force will produce a plan 
to increase the availability of affordable 
housing for a variety of people. To do so, 
the task force wants to engage the public 
and incorporate their concerns and ques-
tions into the plan.

In preparation for community work-
shops, the Land Use Law Center (LULC) 
and Housing Action Council (HAC) will 

conduct a review of regional, county, and 
local demographics on housing trends; 
review the task force’s research and list of 
possible actions; and develop a presenta-
tion for the public meetings. 

After assimilating public feedback, the 
LULC and HAC will work with the task 
force on a draft plan, to be presented at 
another community meeting for further 
input; the two partners will then assist 
the task force on finalizing the plan. 

The resolution to authorize the 
expenditure of $3,125 for the consultant 
services passed unanimously. Mayor Vin-
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By Jackie Lupo

REGION — Rivertowns residents vented 
on social media last week after receiving let-
ters about the assessed values of their homes, 
which were higher than expected. The letters 
were from Tyler Technologies, the firm hired 
by the Town of Greenburgh, which collects 
taxes for the villages and school districts.

Although some residents found that 
their homes are, in the assessor’s opin-
ion, worth thousands more than two years 
ago, that doesn’t automatically mean a tax 
increase is coming.

In the world of assessments, everything 
is relative. A property’s taxes may even 
go down if the percentage increase for its 
assessed value is lower than the average 
increase for its market area. 

The overall tax levy — the amount of 
tax collected from property owners to run 
the government or school system — may 
increase, decrease, or stay the same, depend-
ing on that entity’s operating budget. A prop-
erty’s assessed value determines the property 
owner’s share of the tax levy.

“In 2016 the town board and village 
administrations committed to maintaining 
assessments at current market levels,” Green-
burgh Town Assessor Edye McCartney told 
the Enterprise on April 19. “The ultimate 
goal in this reassessment project is to insure 
that taxpayers pay only their fair share of 
property taxes — no more, no less.” 

The Town and Villages also committed to 
keeping their property assessments accurate, 
using a five-year cycle. 

“We are now in the second cycle, and 
that is the reason for the 2021 assessment,” 
she said. “Some properties increased at a 
higher pace, due to market conditions. The 
assessments that property owners recently 
received are strictly a reflection of current 
market conditions.”
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