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Rivertowns 
begin work 
on mandated 
police reform

Kata in sync
Fifteen-year-old Zachary Carlsten of Dobbs Ferry joined fellow students from Edge Martial 

Arts, as well as students from Ryu Renshi-Dan, both in Dobbs Ferry, to perform 100 kata at 

Waterfront Park on Sunday, Oct. 25, which was World Karate Day.

By Kris DiLorenzo

REGION — Town Supervisor Paul 
Feiner wants Greenburgh to follow 
Yonkers and White Plains, which have 
cracked down on drag racing and ille-
gal speed contests by enabling the for-
feiture of vehicles from drivers con-
victed of such activity. 

To that end, the town board was 
scheduled to hold its second public 
hearing on amending Chapter 460, 
“Vehicles and Traffic,” of the town 
code on Wednesday, Oct. 28 (after 
press time). Greenburgh Police Chief 
Chris McNerney told the Enterprise 

on Oct. 26 that he thinks there’s a 
good chance Greenburgh will adopt 
such a law. 

The laws in Yonkers and White 
Plains took effect on July 1, 2017 and 
Sept. 2, 2020, respectively. 

Meanwhi le ,  the  Greenburgh, 
Yonkers, and Westchester County 
police departments have been partic-
ipating in a task force to apprehend 
drivers who are speeding, racing, or 
drag racing. 

McNerney noted that there’s a 
public misperception about the term 
“drag racing.” Drag races have specif-
ic start and end locations, while speed 

contests may be spontaneous, as 
when one souped-up car sees another 
on the road and a challenge ensues. 
Other motorists not in a competi-
tion may be speeding, changing lanes 
without signaling, and weaving in 
and out of traffic.

The task force has been targeting 
drivers who are speeding, speed rac-
ing, and drag racing on the Thruway 
(I-87), Saw Mill River Parkway, Bronx 
River Parkway, and even Central Ave-
nue. Police have handed out hundreds 
of summonses, sometimes impound-
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By Jackie Lupo

REGION — On June 12, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo issued “Executive Order 203,” 
which sets an April 1, 2021 deadline for 
every municipality in New York that has 
a police department to make a plan to 
address racial bias in their law enforcae-
ment practices.

The order, titled the “New York State 
Police Reform and Reinvention Collab-
orative,” was issued in response to the 
May 25 death of George Floyd, a black 
man who died as a white police officer 
knelt on his neck in Minnesota. That 
event, recorded on a witness’ cellphone, 
sparked protests throughout the nation, 
as did other police-related incidents 
resulting in the deaths of people of color.

Municipalities must convene com-
mittees that include local government, 
police, and community stakeholders. 
They must develop a plan that includes 
policies on use of force, community out-
reach, violence prevention, conflict reso-
lution, de-escalation training, racial bias 
prevention, and restorative justice prac-
tices, among other topics. 

Local committees’ reports must be 
offered for public comment before being 
adopted by a local law or resolution, no 
later than April 1. Municipalities that fail to 
certify that they have taken all these steps 
run the risk of losing state or federal funds.

Hastings started the process Sept. 
15, when the village government and 
police issued a draft “operations plan” 
for tackling Cuomo’s order. They cre-
ated a “Police Reform and Reinvention 
Task Force” website and invited stake-
holders to serve on the committee. The 
24-member committee held their first 
meeting via Zoom on Oct. 14. 

Chief David Dosin, a 31-year veteran 
of Hastings Police Department, spoke 
positively about the process, telling the 
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Town weighs car forfeiture to deter racing
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