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Silver linings in COVID-era education
By JENNIFER GROSS

I
t’s hard to believe that just one year ago, 
COVID-19 hadn’t yet surfaced in our 
community or touched our children’s 
education. As the one-year mark of the 
pandemic approaches, it’s worthwhile 

to reflect upon the ways in which educa-
tion has changed and what, if anything, 
we’ve learned that we might want to take 
with us into post-pandemic life.

The incredible challenges with remote 
learning have been well-documented by 
parents, students and educators alike, but 
in the spirit of the new year — and for 
those whose resolutions include looking 
for silver linings more often — we wanted 
to investigate whether there have been any 
positive outcomes for children during this 
difficult time.

Despite the obvious challenges of re-
mote and hybrid learning, many educa-
tors agree that there have been positive 
outcomes for students and educators 
over the past year. Specifically for chil-
dren, the pandemic has enabled them to 
develop many important life skills that 
they might not otherwise have been able 
acquire as quickly under normal circum-
stances.

Resilience

We’ve heard a lot about resilience over 
the past 10 months. It’s become one of 
the more popular pandemic buzz words 
— along with “cohort” and “asynchro-
nous” — but its importance during tough 
times like these cannot be understated. 

Resilience is defined as the ability to adapt 
and thrive in different situations. When 
students were forced to abruptly switch to 
online learning last spring with very little 
transition time, they had no choice but to 
adapt. They had to keep up with classes 
without direct teacher supervision or peer 
interaction, both of which are generally 
regarded as critical elements to education-
al success. This required other important 
skills to develop, as well.

According to Julie Abbe, a learning 
resource center teacher at Edgewood El-
ementary School in Scarsdale, students 
have become much more resilient and 
independent during the pandemic. “I’ve 
seen them rise to occasion to get through 
this,” she said. “They are just happy to be 
here, even those who are here for just two 
hours each day. They are trying to keep a 
positive outlook.”

Sabbe has seen a significant mental shift 
from last spring, when the quick shift to 
remote learning left students, teachers and 
parents scrambling. While at first most 
students struggled with e-learning, “now 
they see it’s school and they are fully tak-
ing control and growing up because they 
have to,” Abbe said.

Organization

Organization is another critical skill 
that has improved as a result of e-learning. 
“Students are so much more organized, 
even the fully virtual ones,” Abbe said. 
“They know how to share screens, use 
Google Classroom and turn in assign-
ments on time.”

It’s a positive change from last spring 

when “they didn’t understand how to find 
things and what the expectations were,” 
according to Abbe. “Now they are pros. 
They’ve learned their way around remote 
classrooms and have become experts.  Kids 
are more organized and invested this year.”

Independence

Independence is another key skill that 
has emerged from distance learning and 
teachers have played an important role in 
helping set students up for success, such 
as including Zoom links in their Google 
calendars and teaching students how to 
navigate technology, but most young 
students had to learn to be independent. 
As Abbe notes, they had to “learn how to 
submit and unsubmit their work. There 
was a shift in classwork, so they had to 
learn how to work collaboratively in a 
different model remotely, which will help 
in life beyond school.” They also had to 
learn how to advocate for themselves by 
reaching out to teachers when they can’t 
see them everyday.

Joseph Blanco, Director of eLearning 
& Covid Response Coordinator at Iona 
Prep, has noted independence in his stu-
dents, as well, as Iona has two cohorts al-
ternating in school one week and at home 
the next. “When they are home, they 
have to be a little more of an independent 
learner, they have to work on some things 
on their own and can’t immediately turn 
to a teacher and get a response for things 
and I think that’s a great positive for 
them,” Blanco said. “They are developing 
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Parents  
continue to 
supplement 
education

By TODD SLISS

E
ven when everything is equal, there 
is no one size that fits all when 
it comes to educating students 
as they all have different ways of 
processing information. During 

a pandemic, the challenge is even greater 
when you take away much of the person-to-
person contact that teachers and students 
have enjoyed uninterrupted for decades.

During more typical times, parents have 
sought out supplemental education for their 
children and today is no different. In fact, 
some parents are scrambling even more, 
feeling their kids are falling behind with the 
reality or perception that some schools are 
currently unable to keep up with the past 
standards that had been set for covering 
curriculum and preparing students for the 
next grade.

Many parents have been making their 
plea to school boards across the county that 
they will not accept a model that doesn’t 
include full in-person, while others are OK 
with hybrid or fully remote options. What 
everyone can agree on, however, is they long 
for the day when all agree it will be safe and 
appropriate for every school to be back at 
100 percent capacity.

That battle aside, parents, no matter what 
model they support, are also concerned 
their children are not getting enough educa-
tion and enough attention from their teach-
ers, who have spent the past year reinvent-
ing K-12 education, most understanding 
that last spring from March to June was an 
understandable fiasco, but expecting more 
when school began again in September.

Is the full curriculum being met?
Is my child going to fall behind?
Where are we compared to other similar 

districts?
How will school districts account for the 

lost months last spring and the impacted 
ones this school year?

For parents of younger kids it’s about 
reading and writing and basic social skills. 
For older elementary parents they wonder 
if their kids will be ready for middle school. 
Will middle schoolers be ready for high 
school? High schoolers for college?

Again there is no across-the-board answer 
as all levels of education adapt, but for par-
ents who believe their children need some-
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