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Peek inside
Jane Kang Lawrence sits inside her studio in Tarrytown, from which she will broadcast live 

on Instagram on Sunday, April 11, at 3 p.m., as part of RiverArts’ Salon Sundays. She will 

be joined by fellow artist Monica Carrier, whose studio is at the same location, as is their art 

gallery, Peep Space. For more info, turn to page 3.

By Kris DiLorenzo

REGION — Sustainable Westchester is 
bolstering its push for “green” energy by 
promoting incentives for municipalities to 
enroll residents in its free Community Solar 
program. So far the villages of Hastings and 
Dobbs Ferry are on board. In addition, the 
Village of Ardsley plans to join, according 
to Mayor Nancy Kaboolian. 

Individuals (renters or homeown-
ers), religious institutions, and some 
businesses and nonprofits are eligi-
ble to subscribe to the free program, 
launched in 2018, that promises to cut 
their electricity bills approximately 10 
percent by connecting to solar “farms” 

(solar arrays) without installing their 
own solar panels. Solar-equipped build-
ings aren’t eligible for the program. All 
that’s necessary to subscribe is to have 
a ConEd account with which to sign up 
on the Sustainable Westchester website 
(sustainablewestchester.org/solar).

Hastings Mayor Niki Armacost, who’s 
excluded from the program because her 
home has solar panels, noted that Hast-
ings subscribed to the original Com-
munity Solar program when it was first 
offered in 2018. The updated version 
expands its benefits.

“Residents in Hastings will be able 
to sign up to support community solar 
arrays constructed nearby in Westches-

ter,” she noted. “…We are even looking 
into signing up our municipal accounts.”

The Village of Hastings will host an 
online forum about Community Solar 
and GridRewards on April 22, at 7 p.m., 
via Zoom.

NYSERDA (the New York State Ener-
gy Research and Development Authori-
ty) has designated Hastings, Dobbs Ferry, 
and Ardsley as Clean Energy Communi-
ties. Hastings is certified at the silver level, 
Dobbs Ferry and Ardsley at the bronze 
level. To maintain their status, each vil-
lage must renew it yearly by completing 
sustainability actions from a list supplied 
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By Kris DiLorenzo

REGION — Hastings Mayor Niki Arma-
cost threw down the gauntlet, and her fel-
low Rivertowns mayors — Nancy Kaboo-
lian of Ardsley, Vincent Rossillo of Dobbs 
Ferry, and Brian Smith of Irvington — 
were eager to pick it up. 

The quartet are competing to see 
which municipality will be first to have 
50 residents enroll in Con Edison’s 
GridRewards program, administered by 
Sustainable Westchester. GridRewards 
was piloted by 50 Westchester subscrib-
ers last summer. 

The program is open to an unlimited 
number of customers with online Con 
Edison accounts. Subscribers can down-
load the free GridRewards app from Goo-
gle Play or the App Store, or use a desktop 
computer to enroll through the Sustain-
able Westchester website (sustainablew-
estchester.org/gridrewards).

The GridRewards app tracks a sub-
scriber’s electricity usage, provides tips 
to reduce it, and provides alerts to peak 
(high demand) energy usage periods, 
known as “events.” 

Between April 30 and September, 
subscribers will receive alerts about peak 
events. If they reduce their energy usage 
during those events, then they’ll earn cash 
rewards in the form of a check, which will 
be sent before the end of this year. 

“The app tracks how much money 
you are spending or saving… how much 
GridRewards revenue you are on track 
to earn, and, of course, it tracks your 
energy and carbon usage,” Sustainable 
Westchester’s director of marketing, 
communications, and outreach, Maria 
Genovesi, explained.

For this summer, residents must enroll 
by April 30. Those who enroll after that 

C O N T I N U E D  O N  P A G E  1 3

Two villages sign up for Community Solar
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