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Communities commit to Saw Mill upgrades

TIM LAMORTE/RIVERTOWNS ENTERPRISE

Daniel Belasco of Hastings and his 10-year-old son, Reuben, help during an invasive plant removal that the Hastings Vine Squad hosted along the Saw 

Mill River on Nov. 7. 

By Kris DiLorenzo

REGION — Hastings and Dobbs Fer-
ry are again showing leadership as cli-
mate-smart communities through a 
dual initiative.

In June, the Hastings Village Board 
unanimously adopted the NY Stretch 
Energy Code, published by the New 
York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA). 
On Nov. 10, the Dobbs Ferry Village 
Board followed suit.

The Stretch Energy Code establish-

es higher energy efficiency require-
ments than those of the 2020 Energy 
Conservation Construction Code of 
New York State (ECCCNYS) for all 
new construction and for substantial 
renovations or alterations of proper-
ty other than a residential building of 
less than three dwelling units. 

The vi l lages also adopted the 
Open C-PACE (Commercial Proper-
ty Assessed Clean Energy) financing 
program, an alternative to tradition-
al bank loans, that assists commer-
cial builders with the higher costs 

associated with meeting clean energy 
standards.

For all municipalities adopting the 
Stretch Code, the stated purpose is 
“…to achieve energy efficiency and 
renewable energy goals, reduce green-
house gas emissions, mitigate the 
effect of global climate change and 
advance a clean energy economy… 
to advance these goals and to protect 
and promote public health, safety, and 
welfare of its residents…”

In his Nov. 12 newsletter, Dobbs 
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By Kris DiLorenzo

REGION — Ardsley, Dobbs Ferry, Hast-
ings, and Irvington are renewing their 
respective commitments to the Saw Mill 
River Coalition’s 2005 Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) to help protect and 
revitalize the Saw Mill River Watershed. 

The MOA signatories — the quad-vil-
lages, plus Elmsford, Tarrytown, and 
Pleasantville; the Towns of Greenburgh, 
Mount Pleasant, and New Castle; and the 
City of Yonkers — will also participate in 
the Saw Mill River Coalition’s (non-bind-
ing) 2020 5-Year Action Plan. 

The watershed is the 26.5-square-mile 
area around the Saw Mill, a tributary 
that flows from an unnamed pond north 
of Chappaqua along 20 miles to join the 
Hudson in Yonkers. 

The coalition, formed in 2001 by Yon-
kers-based Groundwork Hudson Val-
ley, is a partnership of nonprofit groups, 
government agencies, municipalities, and 
businesses.

The Letter of Renewed Commitment to 
the MOA states in part, “With the advance 
in scientific understanding of the impacts of 
climate change on the livelihood of our com-
munities and the health of our local estuaries, 
it is important, now more than ever, to reit-
erate our commitment to take both local and 
countywide actions for mitigating the grow-
ing challenges faced by the Saw Mill River 
Watershed. These include among others, an 
increase in extreme rain events and flooding, 
loss of natural habitat, water pollution, and 
the spread of invasive species.”

In their letters of renewed commit-
ment, each of the municipalities state spe-

cific actions they will take between Janu-
ary 2021 and January 2023.

Ardsley’s letter promises the Village 
will complete its Comprehensive Plan 
and Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan 
(LWRP) and begin review of its Bridge 
Street Plaza upgrade; encourage the coun-
ty parks department to create Saw Mill 
River observation points in V.E. Macy 
Park; and encourage volunteers to work 
on Chauncey Park in Dobbs Ferry, just 
north of Rivertowns Square.

Ardsley Village Manager Meredith 
Robson told the Enterprise that creating 
river access opportunities is part of the 
Comprehensive Plan, currently in revi-
sion. “We expect to finalize [the plan] by 
the end of the year and will be announc-
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