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Parade of students (and more)
Sixth-grader Jane Bolger holds her guinea pig Zipper during a car parade held for eighth 

graders, including her sister Eve, outside Dobbs Ferry Middle School on Tuesday, June 16. 

The school’s staff cheered and waved as the students passed by. 

REGION — In all four of the Rivertowns, 
the school budgets were approved through 
absentee ballots either dropped off by June 9 
or received by mail on June 16. The budgets 
passed by votes of 1,397 to 626 in Ardsley; 
1,404 to 476 in Dobbs Ferry; 1,550 to 749 in 
Hastings; and 1,113 to 384 in Irvington.

For school board, Teresa Quackenbush 
and Pamela Epstein were elected in Ardsley; 
Tracy Baron and Massimo Bufalini in Dobbs 
Ferry; Doug Sundheim and Jeremy Galland in 
Hastings; and Brian Friedman, Maura Gedid, 
and Jayne Wissner in Irvington. School board 
members serve terms of three years.

In Ardsley, Quackenbush and Epstein 
received 1,101 and 950 votes, respectively, 
followed by Megan O’Malley with 869 and 

Olivia Neza Kellezi with 597. 
Epstein, who was elected to a second 

term, used to work in the field of cor-
porate finance and commercial lending. 
Quackenbush is a faculty instructor in 
the Department of Childhood Education 
at Mercy College.

In Dobbs Ferry, Baron and Bufalini 
received 1,477 and 927 votes, respectively, 
followed by Hudson Trader with 922.

Baron was elected to a fourth term. 
She is a co-founder and board member of 
SPRING Community Partners, chair of the 
Village of Dobbs Ferry’s Affordable Hous-
ing Task Force, and an executive commit-
tee member of the Westchester-Putnam 
School Boards Association. Bufalini is a 

managing director at Outset Global, an 
international financial services company.

In Hastings, Sundheim and Galland 
received 1,026 and 820 votes, respective-
ly, followed by Darren McDermott with 
564, Nina Segal Kennedy with 562, Joanne 
Pedro-Scardino with 401, Jessica Wood-
house with 292, Donna Liparulo with 204, 
and Sean Hayes with 155. Hayes withdrew 
from the race before the election.

Sundheim has been a board member 
since 2016 and its president since 2018. He is 
president of the Sundheim Group, an organi-
zational and leadership consultancy. Galland 
is a middle school math teacher in Yonkers.
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REGION — Selling or renting a home 
during a global pandemic is not for the 
faint of heart. In New York, the real 
estate market was largely put on pause 
in March, with all but virtual tours 
prohibited.

Last week, brokers began to see a 
light at the end of the tunnel. On June 9, 
Phase II of New York State’s reopening 
regulations enabled in-person showings, 
with mandatory guidelines for social dis-
tancing, protective gear, and health-re-
lated documentation. 

“There’s definitely been a shift now 
that the restrictions have been lifted a lit-
tle bit,” Anthony Lando, a broker at Julia 
B. Fee Sotheby’s International Realty in 
Irvington, said on June 16. “People are 
more willing to come into the proper-
ties, and sellers are more wiling to have 
people in. Before, people were doing the 
videos and doing FaceTime.”

Lando feels the housing market, espe-
cially in the Rivertowns, has transitioned 
back to a seller’s market. “Particularly 
those leaving the five boroughs, they are 
making a tremendous push to West-
chester County, and the Rivertowns are 
often where they’re landing,” he said. 
“You’ve got the small towns, the river, 
the shops, and the eateries. We get calls 
all day from people with that same nar-
rative: ‘We live in Brooklyn, or we live 
in New York City... we’ve been stuck in 
800 square feet.’ And often, they’ve been 
paying for rent what they’d be paying for 
a mortgage.”

Lando said that Covid-19 “has basi-
cally sped up everybody’s plans.” Some 
city clients have told him they had 
planned to move to the suburbs three 
years in the future. But instead, he said, 
“They’re going to do it now. The conve-
nience is there, the lifestyle is there. This 
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Voters back school budgets amid pandemic
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