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Messages of hope
Madison McSpedon participates in the Windows of Hope painting project at the James Har-

mon Community Center in Hastings on Monday, July 13. The Hastings Youth Advocate Pro-

gram invited middle and high school students to decorate windows with messages of hope 

and inspiration at the community center and at the Hastings Public Library. 

By Jackie Lupo

IRVINGTON — More than 140 peo-
ple attended a “community conversa-
tion” this week to explore racism in the 
Irvington School District and discuss 
how to make Irvington more inclusive.

The event, held on Tuesday, July 14, 
via Zoom, was sponsored by the school 
district and facilitated by the NYU Metro-
politan Center for Research on Equity and 
the Transformation of Schools. Irvington 
is one of many districts that work with 
the Metro Center (part of NYU’s Stein-
hardt School of Culture, Education, and 
Human Development) to develop a more 
inclusive school environment.

The Metro Center has been working 
on equity issues for 42 years, but late-
ly has been finding its services more in 
demand as the country grapples anew 
with racism. 

“Over the past few months, many 
people have come to realize how deeply 
rooted systemic racism is in our com-
munities,” Irvington Schools Superin-
tendent Kristopher Harrison said during 
the meeting. “Locally, we have seen a call 
for change. The Instagram page ‘Black at 
Irvington’ shows an urgent need to have 
these stories read and heard.” 

Maria Hernandez, director of the 
Metro Center, said the session would 
allow attendees “unpack race and rac-

ism and how it plays out in Irving-
ton, and how BIPOC [Black, Indig-
enous and People of Color] students 
in Irvington experience it. Those of 
us who are here today have a desire to 
learn about how racism has impacted 
Black students.”  

Hernandez framed the discussion 
around a few questions for the school 
district, such as, “What are going to be 
the curricular changes?” and “How are 
we going to recruit and retain more staff 
of color?” For the residents, the discus-
sion would include, “What role can I play 
as a white member of the community?”
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By Kris DiLorenzo

REGION — The Westchester County 
Board of Legislators has taken a first 
step toward addressing the myriad dif-
ficulties that plagued the June 23 Dem-
ocratic primary. Since that election, 
Westchester County residents have 
besieged public officials with com-
plaints about the voting process, which 
was hampered by the coronavirus and 
the largest primary voter turnout in 
decades, among other factors.

Board chair Ben Boykin established 
an Election Information Gathering 
Task Force, which held a virtual public 
input session on Wednesday, July 8, to 
hear people’s experiences and sugges-
tions on amending how ballots are cast, 
in anticipation of the Nov. 3 general 
election. 

The task force is co-chaired by Cath-
erine Borgia, chair of the Budget and 
Appropriations Committee, and Vedat 
Gashi, chair of the Public Works and 
Transportation Committee; vice chair 
Alfreda Williams and majority leader 
MaryJane Shimsky are also members.

The task force had received 100 writ-
ten communications before the meet-
ing, and expects more. “The task force 
will compile and make consolidated 
recommendations,” Boykin stated. “We 
will work closely with the [Westchester 
County] Board of Elections and other 
stakeholders to make sure we’re going 
to implement a plan that will work in 
November.” He assured listeners that 
the recommendations would be widely 
distributed, and added, “We want to 
keep the right things and correct the 
wrong things.”

This Tuesday, July 21, the legislators 
will convene a Committee of the Whole 
(COW) meeting with the commissioners 
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Forum provides safe space to discuss race


