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Committee lobbies officials for safer streets

TIM LAMORTE/RIVERTOWNS ENTERPRISE

Looking north from the intersection of Broadway and Ashford Avenue.

By Jackie Lupo

IRVINGTON — The Irvington Village 
Board continues to edit the draft of a new 
“multifamily/office” (MFO) rezone for 
the east side of North Broadway (Route 
9). At the board meeting on Jan. 21, a new 
category of possible uses was proposed: 
multifamily housing for seniors. 

Village Attorney Marianne Stecich 
explained that this use category, which 
would require approval by special permit, 
would include “age-restricted, three-or-
more-family dwellings with at least one 
occupant 62 or older.” The units would 
not offer amenities such as meal prepa-

ration or help with the activities of daily 
living, as at an assisted living facility. They 
could, however, feature details attractive to 
older tenants, such as entry ramps or wide 
hallways to accommodate wheelchairs.

Some of the details haven’t been final-
ized, but Stecich said that occupants 
would be allowed to renew their lease 
every two years as long as the “senior” res-
ident was still living there.

In the case of for-purchase units, the 
buyer would have to be at least 62, and 
the property would have a deed restriction 
with this age requirement running with it.

It’s unclear what the rules would be if 
an apartment owner died while occupying 

the unit, and the surviving resident was 
under 62. 

The parking space requirement for a 
seniors-only building would be reduced to 
one space per unit, from the one and a half 
spaces per unit required for a non-age-re-
stricted building. 

The density requirement would also 
change: a developer wouldn’t be allowed 
to make a seniors-only building any big-
ger, but the individual apartments in the 
building could be made smaller, allow-
ing up to 50 percent more units than in a 
non-senior building. 
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By Kris DiLorenzo

DOBBS FERRY — Betsy Lynn, Teresa Wil-
liams, and Jessica Pfleuger of the Dobbs Ferry 
PTSA Safe Routes Committee stated their case 
— in detail — for improving pedestrian safety 
in Dobbs Ferry on Jan. 26, during a meeting of 
the Dobbs Ferry Board of Trustees.

The committee also submitted a letter to 
the mayor and board stating, “We believe that 
working together we can improve the safety of 
Dobbs Ferry streets, reduce traffic congestion 
and emissions, maintain accessibility for first 
responders, and preserve the unique character 
and quality of life we all enjoy.”

The presenters cited a 2018 Pedestrian Safe-
ty Study by HVEA Engineers of Spring Valley 
that tallied 23 pedestrian injuries in Dobbs Ferry 
from 2012-2017 as well as five Dobbs Ferry stu-
dents involved in pedestrian or cycling accidents 
during the 2018-2019 school year. They also 
recalled two pedestrian fatalities: Paul Golio in 

2016 and Rocco DePaolo in 2019. 
The committee’s mission aligns with the Vil-

lage of Dobbs Ferry’s Vision Plan and Climate 
Action Plan (CAP), as well as the Route 9 Active 
Transportation Conceptual Design Plan. 

“PTSA Safe Routes promotes walking, 
cycling, and mass transit along with support-
ing the safe and healthy travel of Dobbs Ferry 
students,” the committee’s mission statement 
reads. “From encouraging families to step 
out of their cars to advocating for needed 
infrastructure improvements and supporting 
idling laws, Safe Routes is building communi-
ty from the street up.” 

The 11-member Safe Routes Committee, 
co-chaired by Lynn and Williams, wants chang-
es to Broadway (Route 9), which the state owns. 
Broadway is the road most cited by parents as 
dangerous, according to Lynn. 

After the combined efforts of government 
officials and vocal citizens, the state DOT insti-
tuted a 20 mph zone in front of the middle/

high school, at 505 Broadway, in 2018. Safe 
Routes wants the 20 mph speed limit extended 
to all neighborhood streets, prioritizing “cut-
through” streets with student pedestrians.

“The DOT was a roadblock, then Covid 
hit,” Trustee Donna Cassell responded. “We are 
beginning the process to enlist the support of 
county and state leaders to encourage the DOT 
to work with us.”

To improve safety on Broadway during 
after-school events, Safe Routes wants the Vil-
lage to hire crossing guards for outside the mid-
dle/high school. In response, village attorney 
Lori Lee Dickson explained, “Crossing guards 
can be only under the police budget. If a guard 
is sick or unable to work, the police budget has 
to cover it. There are budgeting issues.” 

The committee also recommends an assort-
ment of measures, from new traffic signs and 
street markings, to new street lights and cross-
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