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First responders honored for flood rescues 
Firefighter Anthony Baker, Assistant Chief Joan Podolski, and Captain Brendan Lindsay of the Ardsley Fire Department.

By Jackie Lupo

HASTINGS — Lower Warburton Ave-
nue, between Washington Avenue and 
Nodine Street, is a close-knit neighbor-
hood, both socially and physically. Many 
structures are a century old or more, built 
on postage-stamp-sized lots before zoning 
dictated the dimensions of structures and 
yards. When owners have wanted to alter 
the size or shape of their buildings, they 
were more likely than not to request, and 
be granted, a variance.  

To make the zoning reflect the physi-
cal characteristics of the neighborhood, 
which is zoned multifamily residence/
office (MR-0), the Village has been devel-

oping a proposed set of code changes for 
the district.

There would be no penalties for non-
compliance with the new rules in existing 
buildings, but the changes would apply to 
new construction or significant renova-
tions that change a building’s proportions.

At a public hearing on Sept. 21, the 
Village’s planning consultant, Patrick 
Cleary, reviewed the possible significance 
of the revisions. 

They include a reduction in the maxi-
mum height of the principal building on a 
lot from 40 feet to 35 feet; requirement for 
lots to be at least 3,500 square feet in area 
and at least 25 feet wide; a new set of side 
yard requirements based on lot width; and 

a smaller required backyard depth. A FAR 
(floor area ratio) of no more than 1.37 
would take effect. FAR measures the rela-
tionship between the building’s total floor 
area — the sum of all floors in the struc-
ture — and the area of the lot it sits upon.

The number of dwelling units allowed 
would be calculated by dividing the max-
imum floor area available for dwellings 
and dividing that number by 1,000. Thus, 
a building with a livable floor area of 3,000 
square feet could have a maximum of 
three units. There’s also a limit on build-
ing coverage (55 percent), and develop-
ment coverage (70 percent).
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By Kris DiLorenzo

ARDSLEY — On Sept. 1, as Tropical Storm 
Ida flooded buildings and roads, the Village 
of Ardsley’s first responders rushed from 
one emergency call to another in the middle 
of the night. 

During the village board meeting on 
Sept. 7, Mayor Nancy Kaboolian issued 
a proclamation declaring Sept. 8 “First 
Responders Appreciation Day,” to hon-
or those who provided life-saving services 
during the deluge.

At the meeting, Padraic Murray, chief 
of the Ardsley Volunteer Fire Department, 
recounted three water rescues performed 
by members of the fire department, police 
department, and public works department, 
with assistance from Greenburgh’s Fairview 
Fire Department and New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation forest 

rangers from upstate Hamilton County. 
The rescues all happened in the area of 

Ashford Avenue, Cross Road, and Sprain 
Road, where the Sprain Brook flows between 
houses and woods.

The first occurred at 9:45 p.m., when 
Police Officer Brian Roemer helped a 
motorist escape a car trapped in rising 
water on Ashford Avenue at Pascone Park. 
Thirty-five minutes later, Assistant Chief 
Joan Podolski, Capt. Brendan Lindsay, and 
firefighter Anthony Baker responded to 
Cross Road and Exeter Place, where anoth-
er motorist was trapped in a vehicle. Lind-
say and Baker, wearing life jackets, waded 
into the water and helped the driver escape 
through a window.

Finally, there was a report of a woman 
trapped in a car that had washed off Cross 
Road at Markwood Road. Lt. Bryan Watson 
of the police department had the woman on 

the phone until she stated the car had hit a 
deck and flipped over. 

“Her car got lifted up, pushed behind 
a house, and she was stuck under one of 
the posts that was holding the deck up,” 
Murray said. 

Firefighters could not see the vehicle, so 
Podolski, Lindsay, and Baker attempted to 
proceed on foot until DPW Foreman David 
DiGregorio arrived in a payloader — a con-
struction vehicle with oversized tires and a 
bucket on the front. The firefighters piled 
into the bucket and peered between houses 
for the car.

During the search, Fairview firefighters in 
a boat hit a partially submerged footbridge 
that damaged their vessel. “In order to save 
[the crew members’] lives, it had to be aban-
doned,” Murray said.
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