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Students rally community against hate crimes
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Mila Lopez of Ardsley points to a sign held by Junni Zheng of Edgemont.

By Jackie Lupo

HASTINGS — Schools Superintendent 
Valerie Henning-Piedmonte announced 
March 18 that she will retire effective 
July 1, two years into a three-year con-
tract. The school district must now hire 
a new superintendent for the fourth 
time in five years. 

“Although the pandemic has been 
challenging, I’ve enjoyed my career 
as an educator and leader,” Hen-
ning-Piedmonte told the Enterprise 
in a text message on March 18. She 
declined to be interviewed.

In a March 18 email to the commu-
nity, the seven-member Hastings Board 

of Education stated they will likely con-
tract with an interim superintendent 
while they search for a permanent suc-
cessor to Henning-Piedmonte. 

On March 19, board president Lau-
ren Berman told the Enterprise the 
board would put together a recruitment 
plan, and that she was unsure whether 
or not they would hire a search firm.

“Executive searches are always a 
challenge for public and private organi-
zations,” school board member Jeremy 
Galland wrote in a March 21 email to 
the Enterprise. Galland is a math teacher 
in the Yonkers public schools.

For the Hastings community, Gal-
land said, the search “forces us to reflect 

on what changes in our thinking, and 
evaluating of priorities, might increase 
the chances of retaining and attracting 
our next superintendent.”

“We have new school board mem-
bers and experienced board members,” 
he continued, “but the success of our 
executive search will come from reach-
ing out to those Hastings residents with 
especially relevant experience in educa-
tion and administration.”

Galland was optimistic that the 
caliber of Hastings’ students and 
teachers would “attract strong candi-
dates who want to lead an impressive 
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By Jeff Wilson

ARDSLEY — Hundreds of people rallied 
at Pascone Park on Saturday, March 20, in 
response to the recent nationwide surge in 
hate crimes against Asians in America.

Led by Megha Ravi, a junior at Ardsley 
High School and president of the school’s 
Asian Students Union, the diverse crowd 
gathered around the park’s gazebo at 
noon, holding signs bearing messag-
es such as “Stop Asian Hate” and “We 
Stand With You.”

Ravi cited some of the violence commit-
ted against Asians, ranging from slurs and 
vandalism to assaults and murders. More-
over, she said, Asians historically feared 
reporting crimes — some still do — for 
reasons such as “the physiological effects of 
trauma and fear of future attacks.”

“Asian racism is not new,” she noted, 
referring to historic examples such as the 

Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 and the 
internment camps for Japanese-Americans 
during World War II.

One solution?
“Directly communicate with people of 

Asian descent,” Ravi said. “I’m asking all of 
you to check on your Asian friends, neigh-
bors, teachers, students, and even strangers. 
By taking action and holding the perpetra-
tors [of racism] accountable, you become 
an upstander — someone who speaks up 
when they see injustice. And you will be 
part of the change we need.” 

Ravi and her peers were applauded 
throughout the program.

Ardsley Mayor Nancy Kaboolian 
compared racism to the pandemic. “We 
might be overcoming the Covid virus — 
the virus of racism is worse than Covid,” 
she said, referring to the students as “the 
brave ones.” 

Kaboolian was joined by Mayors Niki 

Armacost of Hastings, Vincent Rossillo of 
Dobbs Ferry, and Brian Smith of Irving-
ton, as well as Greenburgh Town Super-
visor Paul Feiner and elected county and 
state officials.

Like Kaboolian, New York State 
Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stew-
art-Cousins referred to the pandemic as 
she professed solidarity with the students 
and with other Asians. “If you attack any 
of us, you attack all of us,” she said. “The 
only vaccine for racism is us. We see you. 
We stand with you.”

Members of the Asian Students Union 
then shared their literary and musical tal-
ents, starting with a poem by junior Pris-
cilla Ha, who spoke of her alienation as 
being “trapped in someone else’s identi-
ty.” Next was a classical cello solo by soph-
omore Luke Inoue, followed by a poem 
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