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‘He’s an angel on Earth’: Downtown reflects 
on Tom Rogers’ influence on Ripon’s revival

DOWNTOWN RIPON COMES to life most weekends as customers come from all over the state to experience the city’s charm. Developer Tom Rogers had a unique 
roll in bringing Ripon back to life after Boca Grande Capitol LLC left downtown in shambles.                  Craig Tebon photo

by Joe Schulz
jschulz@riponpress.com

Downtown Ripon comes alive 
most weekends when it fills with 
residents and visitors strolling 
through shops, eating in restau-
rants and making memories.

That’s because Ripon’s down-
town has rebounded after Boca 
Grande Capital LLC a decade 
ago left Ripon with numerous 
vacant and dilapidated store-
fronts and failed to live up to its 
multi-million dollar promises of 
downtown revitalization.

In the years since, dedicated 
community members banded 
together to breathe new life into 
once-vacant storefronts.

One of the individuals respon-
sible for the transformation is 
Tom Rogers, who many business 
owners point to as a key player in 
leading Ripon out of the darkness.

“He has been [working behind 
the scenes to restore downtown] 
in more ways than the community 
will ever know,” Patine Vie owner 
Sarah Willett said. “Ripon has be-
come quite a destination. For Tom 
to see the potential and to believe 
in it in such a way that gave all 

of us a chance to participate goes 
beyond words. I truly believe he’s 
an angel on Earth.”

After Boca Grande left Ripon, 
Rogers purchased multiple prop-
erties downtown. Rogers said he 
didn’t do it because he “wanted 
to own downtown.” Rather, he 
wanted to help give back to 
the community that made him 
successful in building his own 
business.

That business is Accurate 
Controls, which is based in Ripon 
and is the largest company in the 
security system integration mar-
ket in America. Nowadays, his 
son, T.J., manages the day-to-day 
operations of Accurate Controls, 
which Rogers says gave him the 
time to invest in downtown.

“I picked the right community 
at the right time to build a very 
good business,” Rogers said. 
“Without Accurate Controls, I 
wouldn’t be doing this.”

Over the years, Rogers said 
he’s owned roughly 30 buildings 
in Ripon and has always tried to 
preserve the city’s architectural 
history by making old buildings 
“beautiful” once again.

After improving many build-

ings, Rogers has sold those prop-
erties to local entrepreneurs, 
looking to build a business and 
see downtown thrive.

“All the excitement that’s 
happening downtown isn’t me,” 
he said. “It’s the people that are 
here” working to make downtown 
successful.

The four most recent prop-
erties he’s sold have been 301 
Watson St., home of the CBD 
Store; 205 Watson St., home to 
Patina Vie; 110 Blackburn St., 
home of the Wisconsin Reclama-
tion Project; and 123 Watson St., 
where a new home goods store 
will be located.

PATINA VIE CREDITS ROGERS 

FOR STOREFRONT

About nine years ago, Willett 
launched Patina Vie, a company 
providing luxury merchandise to 
retailers across the globe.

The business took off like a 
rocket and Willett never looked 
back. About three and a half years 
ago, she had no intention of open-
ing a brick-and-mortar store to 
sell her products.

“I had quite a few business ac-
quaintances downtown, who were 

slowly suggesting that I consider 
opening up a shop with Patina 
Vie as a storefront or a boutique,” 
Willett recalled. “I was adamantly 
against it.”

That is, until she met with 
Rogers and his wife, Deb, who 
supported Willett’s mission and 
vision for her brand.

“We just had an instant syn-
ergy and before I knew it — I 
was saying, ‘Yes,’” Willett said. 
“The whole building was under 
this gorgeous kind of remodel.”

The opening of a brick-and-

mortar location at 205 Watson 
St. gave Patina Vie “new momen-
tum” as the storefront has become 
the face of Willett’s brand.

She attributes her success 
downtown to the support she’s 
received from the larger business 
community and the confidence 
she gained from the Rogers 
family.

“I truly can’t tell you how 
grateful I am that I met these 
darling people who had such 

LOCAL DEVELOPER TOM Rogers, left, and his son T.J. Rogers 
smile outside of Patine Vie, which is one of four properties most 
recently sold by Tom in downtown Ripon.             submitted photo

Ripon gets ball rolling on Senior Center and Trailhead project
by Joe Schulz

jschulz@riponpress.com

The Ripon Common Council 
Monday received input from the 
public regarding the Senior Center 
and Trailhead project at Murray 
Park, as well as approved a resolu-
tion and service agreement related 
to the project. 

Four members of the public 
spoke before the Common Council 
to express their worries that the 
new Senior Center would replace 
the existing basketball and tennis 
courts in Murray Park based on 
preliminary sketches of the project.  

“The current drawings suggest 
removing the tennis and basketball 

courts,” Ripon resident and former 
educator Sandy Wisneski said. 
“This seems to limit choices for 
community members that use the 
tennis courts or families visiting 
the park. Ripon should keep exist-
ing activities while adding value to 

the parks, to draw people and keep 
them in our community.”

However, the placement of the 
Senior Center is still very much 
undecided as the service agree-
ment between the city and MSA 
Professional Services, approved 

Monday, will explore various 
possible location options inside 
Murray Park.

“Part of this process is finding 
the location in the park where [the 
senior center] will fit best,” Mayor 
Ted Grant said.

MSA Project Architect Carter 
Arndt said the service agreement 
will begin the process of determin-
ing the exact scope of the project, 
design and budget. 

He said the agreement would al-
low MSA to begin the “schematic 
design” phase of the project, which 
is the first stage of developing a 
building project that includes a site 
survey, information gathering and 
a council workshop.

During the council workshop, 
the city will gather input from 

the public in terms of location 
and various other aspects of the 
project to try to foster community 
consensus, Arndt noted. 

Next, MSA would move into 
formulating actual site designs in 
a 3-D computer model and work-
ing to evaluate potential budgetary 
constraints, he said.

“It would be the stepping stone 
to the next stage in the process to 
develop the plans in more detail,” 
Arndt said.

City Administrator Adam 
Sonntag said the exact budget for 
the project has yet to be determined 
and will be better fleshed out 
through this process.

“This is the first step of resetting 
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RIPON RESIDENT AND former educator Sandy Wisneski 
describes her concerns about the Senior Center and Trailhead 
project.                      Joe Schulz photo


