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by Kaitlyn Scoville

As Barlow Park students ar-
rived for the fi rst day of school 
Tuesday, they were greeted by 
the unusual sight of teachers 
who were adorning face masks.

But thanks to the idea of Bar-
low Park Charter School kinder-
garten teacher Rachel Minch, 
the view wasn’t so foreign 
and they were able to identify 
their teachers for the upcoming 
school year a little bit easier.

Minch created a booklet 
called “Who is Behind the 
Mask?” to help acclimate kin-
dergarten students with wearing 
a mask during their in-person 
classes.

“The purpose behind it was 
really to introduce the kids to 
their teachers — let them see 
our faces half covered but then 
also let them know that we're in 
it together,” Minch said. “It's not 
just them that have to wear the 
mask; we're wearing them too. 
It was just to introduce that con-
cept of mask wearing because it 
will be mandatory.”

The booklet consists of pic-
tures of teachers in each Barlow 
Park school wearing a mask, 
captioned “Who is behind the 
mask?” On the following page, 
it shows the teacher without the 

mask, exclaiming “[Teacher] is 
behind the mask!”

In the back of the booklet is a 
small piece of refl ective tape to 
allow students to see themselves 
with a mask on. Children's-sized 
disposable masks were included 
when it was mailed to parents of 
kids attending Barlow Park.

Other versions were made 
by Barlow Park Principal Tanya 
Sanderfoot to adjust to the read-
ing levels of each grade and to 
match the staff at Barlow Park 
Legacy and Journey Charter 
schools.

The idea stemmed from the 
staff working with Kristine 

Mraz, co-author of the book 
“Purposeful Play.” An activity 
came up for them to create a 
small interactive book for new 
routines or “different experienc-
es that they might have this year 
versus any past experience,” 
Minch said.

Because Barlow Charter 

School is what Minch described 
as “play-based and competency-
based,” the staff there have been 
looking for ways to blend those 
learning styles with the new 
experiences the students are 
experiencing during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 

Minch added that the repeti-
tive nature of the booklet with 
familiar faces will help students 
understand that they will not be 
the only ones at school wearing 
a mask. 

“We're hoping that it can 
kind of ease that initial shock 
because for students that are 
coming into kindergarten, it's a 
little bit different,” Minch said. 
“They haven't been here for a 
full day, or let alone a full year 
at this point. It will be a big 
shock to them.?

Minch said that the school 
is implementing “mask up” or 
“mask down” times to simplify 
when students are required to 
have their masks on or when 
they can have them off. 

Additionally, Barlow Park 
Charter School second-grade 
teacher Kathryn McMillian 
said Sanderfoot put up photos 
of each teacher in the school 
on their classroom door with a 
mask on and a mask off.

Barlow Park helps students learn ‘Who is Behind the Mask’

Happy to be back
Students, teachers embrace return to school (2020 style)

Students returned to Ripon 
schools Tuesday for the start of 
a new school year. This year had 
a different feel than in the past 
as smiles, hugs, handshakes and 
high fi ves were replaced with air 
hugs, waves and face coverings.

Students were directed by 
teachers and staff to multiple 
entrances to help space them out, 
while temperature checks were 
performed before the students 
entered the building for school.

For more photos, see page 7. 

MURRAY PARK STUDENT Jackson Bradley-Clemo gives staff member Melissa Edinger an air hug Tuesday morning as Maggie 
Hobart watches. Students returned to Ripon schools for a new year, but with social distancing measures in place. Jonathan Bailey photo

MURRAY PARK staff member 
Amanda Kruger checks the 
temperature of a student 
entering the building.  
        Jonathan Bailey photo

See MASK/ back page

BARLOW PARK CHARTER School kindergarten teacher Rachel Minch shows students what a 
teacher looks like without a mask and with a mask. Students are, from left, Allison Mumm, Charlie 
Mumm (obstructed), Peyton Goljenboom, Lexi Goljenboom and Abigail Minch. Kaitlyn Scoville photo


