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A little less than two months 
before going up against each other 
in the polls, Joni Anderson and 
Joan Ballweg squared off in a can-
didate forum last week Thursday.

The candidates for the state 
Senate District 14 seat took turns 
answering questions at Ripon City 
Hall in an event hosted by the 
League of Women Voters of the 
Ripon Area and Ripon College’s 
Center for Politics and the People.

The forum was closed to the 
public due to COVID-19, but 
was shown live on Ripon Chan-
nel’s YouTube channel and can 
be rewatched there. More than 24 
questions were submitted in ad-
vance by Ripon College students, 
to go along with several others 
sent in by members of the public.

The current state senator of the 
14th district, Sen. Luther Olson, 
R-Ripon, decided this past winter 

to not run for another term after 
serving in the role since 2005.

Ballweg, who is running on the 
Republican ticket, is no stranger 
to Madison as she has represented 
the 41st Assembly District since 
2011. The Markesan resident not-
ed in her opening comments that, 

if elected, she hopes to continue 
some of the bipartisan initiatives 
that she has brought forward, in-
cluding support for fi nancial aid, 
legislative children’s caucus and 
mental health.

Anderson, meanwhile, is rep-
resenting the Democratic side and 

is from Adams, Wis. She worked 
at Farnam (now Freudenberg-
Nok) for the past 27 years before 
retiring this spring to run for 
state senate. During her time at 
Farnam, she was not only an ac-
tive union member, but a union 
offi cer. She’s active in statewide 

organizations such as Citizen Ac-
tion of Wisconsin, Our Wisconsin 
Revolution and Wisconsin Voices, 
which has to do with non-partisan 
redistricting.

Here is how Ballweg and 

Ballweg, Anderson square off for 14th District Senate seat

DEMOCRAT JONI ANDERSON, left, of Adams, Wis., delivers her opening comments during the Wisconsin State Senate District 
14 candidate forum as her challenger, Republican Joan Ballweg of Markesan, listens.              Jonathan Bailey photo 

by Kaitlyn Scoville

Cornhole, sitting around a fi re, barbecu-
ing, fi shing, hiking … It seems like a typical 
summer in Wisconsin. 

People may take for granted the leisure 
of these activities when they don’t have a 
mission to complete, and when they’re not 
thousands of miles away from home. 

These are just some of the activities the 
Rev. Clay Salmela did in his spare time 
while stationed in western Ukraine for 10 
months, from October 2019 to August of this 
year. 

He has been the pastor of Grace Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church since 2011. He also 
is a husband, a father of three and part-time 
brigade chaplain in the Wisconsin Army Na-
tional Guard 32nd Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team.

Salmela said that in western militaries, 
chaplains serve as a “moral compass” for the 
unit. Additionally, they help their unit with 
counseling, services, devotions, invocations 
and benedictions, as well as study religious 
demographics. 

MISSION IN UKRAINE

The mission, Salmela noted, was to train 
Ukranian military forces to be more inde-
pendent from their predecessor rulership, the 
Soviet Union. He was in a 165-person ele-
ment of the brigade team to help Ukranian 
forces adapt to new circumstances.

The Rev. Clay Salmela refl ects on his 
10-month deployment to Ukraine

After Ukraine declared its independence 
in 1991, the country began a transition to 
conduct business its own way as opposed 
to “the old Soviet way.” Part of that was to 
transition its military to a more western style, 
Salmela said. 

But in 2014, Russia annexed the Crimean 
Peninsula, which had been part of Ukraine, 
and invaded the eastern side of the country. 
Ukraine deployed and mobilized its military 
resources to defend its country, but it was 
stuck with old equipment.

“Ukraine is not as wealthy as the United 
States or many western countries. They were 
strapped for resources,” Salmela said. 

NATO, Canada, the United States and 
Canada have been providing economic aid to 
Ukraine since that invasion in 2014.

“For several years now, there has been a 
multinational program of NATO countries 
to have a presence in Ukraine to help train 
them so that their military forces are better 
trained and better able to defend the coun-
try,” Salmela said. 

He and the rest of the element were sta-
tioned just outside of a larger city in Ukraine 
called “Lviv.” The unit he was assigned to 
was called the “International Peacekeeping 
and Security Center.” 

This location was multinational, where 
military units from countries such as Canada, 
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THE REV. CLAY Salmela, left, stands with Ukrainian Army Chaplain 
Sviatoslav after Sunday morning service at Sviatoslav’s Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church in the neighboring town of Starychi.   submitted photo 


