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Tim Saul receives hero’s welcome 
after battle with COVID

by Joe Schulz
jschulz@riponpress.com

After spending 32 days in ThedaCare 
Regional Medical Center-Neenah bat-
tling complications from COVID-19, 
Ripon Area Fire District’s Chief Tim Saul 
was released Monday, receiving a hero’s 
welcome when he returned home. 

Soon after the Fire Chief’s truck 
pulled into his home, he was greeted by 
a parade of emergency personnel from 
around the area welcoming him home. 

Although Saul was released from the 
hospital Monday, he has a long road to 
full recovery with a regime of physical 
therapy and strength building ahead. 

Saul was diagnosed with COVID-19 
Monday, Dec. 7 and by Wednesday of 

that week “he was not doing well,” so he 
went in for a chest X-Ray, said his wife 
Renee Saul.

By Friday, she said 
the family “knew some-
thing was wrong” and 
that they needed to get 
Saul to the hospital. 

Looking back, Saul 
can “only recall  so 
much” because the vi-
rus “really knocked me 
out.” He described feel-
ing extremely fatigued 
with diffi culty breath-
ing.

“Breathing was prob-
ably the biggest thing,” Saul said. “If it 
gets in your lungs and you get pneumo-

nia, it’s a battle.”
After being admitted to the hospital 

on Dec. 11, his condition worsened and 
at one point he recalled 
being only 24 hours 
away from requiring 
ventilation, which was 
worrying. 

“If I went on a ven-
tilator, chances are I 
wasn’t going to come 
out,” Saul said. “I fought 
to stay off it.”

L ikewise ,  Renee 
noted there were times 
when Saul “was on the 
verge of not coming out 

of this.”
But he kept fi ghting and he didn’t give 

up because he wanted to be reunited with 
his family and fi refi ghters at home. 

“It's been a battle and it's going to 
continue to be a battle,” Saul said. “I 
wasn't going to stop; I wanted to fi ght 
through it.”

And that’s exactly what he did with 
the help of medical professionals at 
ThedaCare, who Saul describes as “true 
heroes.”

Throughout Saul’s stay in the hospital, 
Renee and their son, Andy, could only 
communicate with nurses and doctors 
over the phone and had to visit Saul 
digitally through FaceTime.

“That was probably the hardest thing; 
we were supposed to carry on with ev-
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If you wandered through Ri-
pon and surrounding cities last 
week, then you likely saw trees 
glistening with frost. 

That phenomenon is called 
“rime ice,” which forms when 
super-cooled water liquid drop-
lets freeze onto surfaces.

“Rime ice typically has the 
appearance of ice needles or 
scales that appear white, as the 

ice crystals scatter the visible 
light,” Assistant Wisconsin State 
Climatologist Ed Hopkins told 
the Wisconsin State Journal.

He noted rime ice is very 
common when air temperatures 
are low and they typically cling 
to trees and other vegetation be-
cause it is “subfreezing.”

For more photos, visit www.
RiponPress.com.

Winter wonderland: Rime ice glistens 

LEFT, AL KLAPPERICH submitted this photo of a farm scene 
from the Brandon area. Above, Carrie Tasch captured this photo 
of frozen berries while on the Mascoutin Trail in Rosendale.

RIPON FIRE CHIEF Tim Saul waves as a caravan of emergency 
vehicles welcomes him home.      Jonathan Bailey and Joe Schulz photos

 Tim Saul waves as a caravan of emergency 


