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Youngsters cool off during 
dog days of summer

WHAT’S THE BEST way to cool off on a hot summer day? For 
several youngsters and their parents it was making a trip to the 
splash pad at Riggs County Park. Pictured cooling off and having 
fun Sunday afternoon are, clockwise, from above, Chelsey 
Miland splashes her daughter, Eva, 4 with water; Jax Miland, 
6, and Addalyn Walker, 5, of Fond du Lac put their feet over a 
jet, waiting for water to shoot up; Jax Miland and Walker enjoy 
the many water fountains at the splash pad. Jonathan Bailey photos
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When voters show up to the 
polls Nov. 3, they’ll see a question 
about authorizing the Ripon Area 
School District’s budget to exceed 
the revenue limit by $500,000.

The School Board voted unani-
mously to put that item on the 
ballot during its monthly meeting 
Monday night, which was held in 
person for the fi rst time since the 
coronavirus pandemic broke out 
in mid-March.

If the referendum passes, it 
wouldn’t increase residents’ tax 
bills as it would replace an existing 
authorization to exceed the rev-
enue cap by $500,000 from 2014, 
which sunsets in 2021. Much like 
the previous one, the referendum 
would be good for six years, or 
through 2026. 

The money would go to the 
Ripon Area School District updat-
ing curriculum, technology and 
maintaining facilities.

The question was one of two 
that the School Board was consid-
ering asking as it also was contem-
plating seeking money for future 
replacement of Ingalls Field’s turf 
or track. 

A survey that was done in June 
and presented at the July work 
board session revealed residents 
were likely to support the referen-
dum for operational expenses, but 
not the one that would set aside 
funds for Ingalls Field via tax 
increase.

The fi eld’s turf was just replaced 
this year, but the district wanted to 
put money aside for when it needs 
to replace it again in around 10 
years, similar to what it did last 
time.

Business manager Jonah Adams 
cautioned at the July work board 
session against moving forward 
with asking a question that it isn’t 
certain will pass. He explained that 
if it fails, it could jeopardize the 
district’s revenue limits.

“If we have a failed referendum, 
we do not get automatic increases 
to the revenue limit. It’s a harsh 
penalty to ... go to the public with 
a referendum that’s unpopular,” he 
said to the School Board back in 
July, adding he thinks the district 
can “save up for Ingalls Field a little 
bit at a time.”
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